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3.1	 What	is	‘Landscape’?	
	
3.1.1	 Not	just	the	visual	
The	Galloway	Glens	Landscape	Partnership	Scheme	(‘the	Scheme’)	has	taken	the	opportunity	to	look	
at	‘landscape’	in	its	broadest	possible	sense.	How	do	you	define	a	landscape?	It	includes	immediately	
obvious	 features	 such	as	 the	physical	 contours	of	 the	 land,	 land	use	and	 settlement	patterns,	but	
also	 the	more	 intangible	 elements	of	 an	 area:	 an	understanding	of	 how	 it	makes	people	 feel,	 the	
influence	of	historical	events,	folk	stories	and	mythology	and	an	acknowledgment	of	the	challenges	
and	conflicts	 that	might	be	running	 just	beneath	the	surface	–	whether	 they	be	between	humans,	
nature	 or	 any	 combination	 of	 these.	 This	 approach	 allows	 us	 to	 present	 not	 just	 a	 contemporary	
picture,	but	looks	back	to	the	past	and	into	the	future.	
	
3.1.2	 Definition	
The	 Scheme’s	 approach	 to	 landscape	 is	 consistent	 with	 the	 definition	 adopted	 by	 the	 European	
Landscape	Convention	(ELC):	

“An	area,	as	perceived	by	people,	whose	character	is	the	result	of	the	action	and	interaction	
of	natural	and/or	human	factors.”	

	
	

3.2	 A	Bird’s	Eye	View	
	

	
Lying	in	South	West	Scotland,	the	Ken-Dee	catchment	is	over	1050km2.	It	is	bordered	to	the	east	by	
the	River	Urr	and	to	the	west	by	the	River	Fleet.	From	the	summit	of	Cairnsmore	of	Carsphairn	in	the	

CLATTERINGSHAWS		c. Stuart	Littlewood 
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north,	the	view	stretches	all	the	way	down	the	valley	towards	Kirkcudbright	and	the	Solway	Firth.	On	
a	clear	day	the	Cumbrian	hills	and	the	Isle	of	Man	are	visible	in	the	distance.		
	

Near	 the	 village	 of	 Parton,	 the	Water	 of	
Ken	and	the	Black	Water	of	Dee	combine,	
taking	 the	 ‘River	Dee’	 name	 and	 flowing	
down	by	Castle	Douglas	and	 then	out	 to	
sea	 at	 Kirkcudbright.	 Ten	 miles	 to	 the	
east	 is	 Dumfries,	 the	 largest	 town	 in	
Dumfries	 &	 Galloway,	 which	 dominates	
services	 and	 facilities	 in	 the	 region.	 To	
the	 West	 is	 Galloway	 Forest	 Park	 and	
Wigtownshire,	 the	 most	 south-westerly	
part	 of	 Scotland,	 with	 Northern	 Ireland	
lying	a	short	journey	across	the	sea.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

3.3	 Underlying	it	all	
	
3.3.1	 Formation	
The	topography	of	the	Galloway	Glens	has	been	formed	by	a	combination	of	underlying	geology	and	
erosion	by	glaciers	and	more	recently	by	rivers.	The	area	is	underlain	by	sedimentary	rocks	including	
sandstones	and	mudstones,	 laid	down	in	the	ocean	that	existed	during	the	Ordovician	and	Silurian	
ages	(c.485-420	million	years	ago),	and	through	which	igneous	granites	later	intruded.	This	created	
areas	 of	 hard	 rock	 (granites)	 within	 the	 field	 of	 more	 easily	 eroded	 rocks	 (sandstones	 and	
mudstones).		
	
During	 the	 Pleistocene	 period,	 glaciers	 covered	 this	 part	 of	 Scotland,	 with	 an	 ice	 cap	 over	 the	
Merrick	area	that	had	higher	elevation	due	to	intrusive	igneous	rocks	known	as	granite	which	forms	
harder	rocks.	When	the	glaciers	emerged	from	the	 ice	caps,	they	scoured	their	way	down	through	
the	softer	 rocks	 towards	 the	sea.	This	can	be	seen	today	 in	 the	corries	cut	out	of	 the	Merrick	and	
Corserine	summits,	and	the	U	shaped	valleys	that	run	out	to	the	coast.		
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As	 they	 went,	 the	 glaciers	 ground	 down	 the	 rocks	 they	 passed	 over,	 and	 deposited	 the	 eroded	
material	 in	 ripples	 underneath	 them.	 These	 ripples	 of	 deposited	 materials	 form	 the	 distinctive	
‘drumlin’	landscape	of	regular,	smooth	oval	hills	all	orientated	in	the	direction	of	flow	of	the	glacier.	
Different	types	and	depths	of	deposits	later	influenced	the	soils	that	formed	over	the	land.		
	
Variations	 in	 the	 formation,	 chemical	 composition	 and	 therefore	 hardness	 of	 the	 rocks,	 lead	 to	
differences	in	their	resistance	to	glacial	erosion,	with	the	harder	granites	being	left	as	high	ground,	
where	the	softer	mudstones	and	sandstones	were	ground	down	to	form	valleys.		
	
3.3.2	 After	the	Ice	
Much	of	the	Galloway	Glens	area	 is	covered	by	superficial	deposits,	the	material	between	bedrock	
and	soil	-including	deep	peats	on	high	ground	and	upland	valleys	such	as	the	Silver	Flowe	-and	mixed	
glacial	deposits.	Fluvial	deposits	are	 found	along	the	river	valley	 floors.	After	 the	 ice	age,	between	
10,000	and	6,000	years	 ago,	 the	warmer	 climate	meant	 that	 the	 sea	 level	was	higher	 than	 today,	
such	that	the	sea	ran	into	the	basin	that	now	forms	the	Kirkcudbright	area,	leaving	marine	deposits	
around	Kirkcudbright	and	Tongland.		
	
The	 retreat	of	 the	 last	 ice	 sheet	over	 south-west	 Scotland	 triggered	a	 series	of	 changes	 along	 the	
coast.	The	land	initially	rebounded	with	the	release	of	pressure,	but	then	sea	levels	rose	in	the	main	
post-glacial	transgression	of	the	7th	and	6th	millennia	BC.	The	subsequent	retreat	of	the	sea	created	
raised	beaches	and	relict	cliff	lines	along	the	coast.		
	
	

3.4	 Climate	
	

Galloway	 benefits	 from	
a	 relatively	 temperate	
and	moderated	 climate,	
with	softer	winters	 than	
much	 of	 Scotland.	
Rainfall	 is	relatively	high	
compared	 to	 the	 rest	of	
the	 UK.	 Despite	 sharing	
similar	 lines	 of	 latitude	
with	 Labrador	 in	
Canada,	 the	 area	
benefits	 from	 the	
prevailing	 South	
Westerly	 Winds	 and	
North	 Atlantic	 drift	 to	
give	 a	 productive	
environment	 for	

livestock	and,	in	the	lower	areas,	intensive	areas	of	agriculture.	Winters	are	milder	and	considerably	
wetter	than	the	UK	average.	The	figure	(courtesy	of	metoffice.gov.uk)	gives	an	overview	of	average	
local	rainfall	(Dundrennan	meteorological	station,	near	Kirkcudbright),	compared	to	Edinburgh.	
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3.5	 People	
	
3.5.1	 People	start	to	make	their	mark	

Early	prehistoric	people	moved	through	the	post-glacial	wooded	landscape	along	natural	corridors	in	
search	 of	 resources.	 Later,	 Neolithic	 communities	 cleared	 woodland	 using	 polished	 stone	 axes	
imported	from	Cumbria	and	established	closer	links	to	certain	areas	of	land.	They	marked	significant	
places	 through	 the	 construction	of	massive	monuments,	many	 situated	along	 the	early	 routeways	
through	the	uplands	and	in	the	upper	valley.		The	coastal	fringe	around	the	Dee	estuary	was	
the	focus	of	prehistoric	open-air	rock	art,	its	precise		
date	of	creation	and	purpose	still	a	mystery.		
	
In	 the	 Bronze	 and	 Iron	 Ages,	 horizons	 expanded	
considerably	 as	 people	 travelled	 over	 long	
distances	 and	 conveyed	 not	 only	 new	 knowledge	
but	 also	 raw	materials,	 artefacts,	 ideas	 and	 beliefs.	
Natural	 features	 like	 hilltops,	 lochs	 and	 rivers	
became	the	focus	of	deliberate,	votive	deposition	of	
	valued	objects.		
	
By	the	 late	2nd	millennium	BC,	settlement	and	agriculture	had	spread	onto	the	upland	fringes	and	
woodland	clearance	continued,	assisted	by	phases	of	climatic	deterioration;	soils	degraded	and	peat	
began	 to	 accumulate	 rapidly.	 In	 the	mid-1st	 millennium	 BC,	 communities	 living	mainly	 along	 the	
eastern	 side	 of	 the	 Dee	 began	 building	 enclosed	 settlements	 on	 high	 ground.	 This	 period	 of	
construction	of	defensive	structures	may	relate	to	an	increasing	call	upon	natural	resources,	either	
due	to	increasing	populations	or	climatic	change,	requiring	productive	areas	or	stores	of	food	to	be	
defended.		
	
Different	cultural,	political	or	linguistic	identities	prevailed	at	different	points.	British,	Anglian,	Norse	
and	 Gaelic	 place	 names	 and	 material	 culture	 are	 the	 relics	 of	 successive	 waves	 of	 identity	 and	
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DALARRAN	 HOLM	 STANDING	 STONE	
c.	Andrew	Nicholson	
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control	 during	 the	 second	 half	 of	 the	 1st	millennium	 AD.	 In	 the	medieval	 period,	 the	 lordship	 of	
Galloway	emerged	as	a	strong	expression	of	Galwegian	 identity	 in	the	face	of	a	strong	centralising	
power.		
3.5.2	 Influencing	the	landscape	over	time	
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3.5.3	 Power	and	Resistance	
A	 number	 of	 sites	 in	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 had	
considerable	 significance	 as	 landscapes	 of	
power	 and	 resistance.	 The	 valley	 around	
Carsphairn	 was	 significant	 to	 early	 prehistoric	
communities	over	the	course	of	perhaps	2,000	
years,	 and	 is	marked	 by	monuments	 including	
the	Cairn	Avel	burial	cairn	near	Carsphairn.	The	
stretch	 of	 broad,	 fertile	 valley	 between	
Glenlochar	and	Castle	Douglas	became	a	centre	
of	 political	 and	 religious	 power	 from	 the	 mid	
1st	millennium	BC,	as	evident	in	the	settlement	
pattern,	 the	 abundance	 and	 quality	 of	

metalwork	deposited	as	votive	offerings,	and	 the	positioning	of	 the	Roman	military	complex	close	
by.		
	
The	surrender	of	Threave	Castle	to	King	James	II	in	1455	brought	the	medieval	Lordship	of	Galloway	
to	an	end,	a	significant	moment	when	charting	the	relative	independence	of	Galloway	and	ensuing	
efforts	to	bring	the	area	into	line	with	national	kingdoms	as	we	know	them	today.	

	
3.5.4	 Covenanting	

The	 Galloway	 Glens	 hosted	 a	 number	 of	 key	
events	from	the	Covenanting	period	and	were	
hotbeds	 of	 Covenanter	 dissent	 and	 conflict.	
Covenanters	 were	 Scottish	 Presbyterians,	
named	 for	 their	 signature	 to	 the	 1638	
‘National	Covenant’.		
	
Strict	adherence	to	church	attendance	and	the	
stern	 morality	 of	 Calvinist	 Presbyterianism	
bound	 the	 scattered	 communities	 of	 the	
Galloway	 Glens	 together	 and	 to	 their	 parish	
ministers.	A	 fundamental	part	of	 this	doctrine	
was	 that	 the	 head	 of	 the	 church	was	 not	 the	
King,	but	Jesus	Christ.	As	a	result,	when	Charles	
I	 tried	 to	 bring	 Scottish	 church	 practice	 into	
line	with	English	church	practice	in	1637,	there	
was	widespread	opposition,	symbolised	by	the	
National	 Covenant	 of	 1638.	 The	 Covenanters	
resisted	 the	 efforts	 to	 reassert	 the	 King’s	
control	 of	 the	 church	 and	 ultimately	 were	
persecuted	for	pursuing	their	faith.		

	
Support	 for	 the	 National	 Covenant	 was	 very	 strong	 in	 Galloway.	 During	 the	 struggle	 between	
Covenant	 and	 Crown	 which	 followed,	 forces	 loyal	 to	 Charles	 I	 held	 Threave	 Castle	 which	 was	

CAIRN	AVEL	|	Burial	Cairn	c.	Andrew	Nicholson	

COVENANTER’S	TOMB	|	Dalry	c.	Andrew	Nicholson	
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besieged	by	the	Army	of	the	Covenant	in	1640.	After	the	Castle	surrendered,	its	roof	was	removed	
and	 Robert	 McLellan,	 elder,	 of	 Barscobe	 took	 stonework	 from	 the	 castle	 for	 his	 tower	 house	 in	
Balmaclellan.		
	
Charles	I	was	unable	to	impose	his	religious	reforms	on	the	area	but	after	the	restoration	of	Charles	
II,	a	second	attempt	was	made.	Parish	ministers	in	the	Galloway	Glens	refused	to	accept	the	changes	
and	 were	 all	 replaced	 by	 new	ministers.	 Many	 of	 their	 parishioners	 remained	 loyal,	 gathering	 in	
conventicles	 to	 hear	 their	 original	 ministers	 preach.	 The	 conventicles	 were	 declared	 illegal	 and	
troops	 were	 drafted	 in	 to	 break	 them	 up.	 Tensions	 rose	 until	 on	 15	 November	 1666,	 an	 armed	
uprising	 against	 the	 troops	broke	out	 in	Dalry,	 nationally	 known	as	 ‘The	Pentland	Rising’.	 This	 led	
ultimately	 to	 the	 Battle	 of	 Ruillon	 Green	 in	 the	 Pentland	 Hills	 when	 900	 Covenanter	 rebels	 were	
defeated	 by	 a	much	 larger	 force	 of	 The	 Scottish	 Royal	 Army.	 The	 covenanter	 rebels	 were	 led	 by	
Robert	McLellan,	younger,	of	Barscobe.		
	
This	defeat,	combined	with	the	cruel	treatment	of	covenanter	prisoners	after	the	battle,	pushed	the	
covenanters	underground,	and	they	were	subject	to	persecution	and	threat	through	what	is	known	
as	 ‘The	Killing	 Times’.	 This	 only	 receded	 in	 1688	with	 the	Glorious	Revolution	 and	 the	 return	of	 a	
protestant	king,	William	III,	 to	the	throne.	Altogether,	93	suspected	Covenanters	were	executed	 in	
Scotland.	There	were	30	executions	in	Kirkcudbrightshire	including	an	estimated	13	in	the	Galloway	
Glens	area.	The	victims’	graves	can	be	found	in	churchyards	and	there	is	a	recent	monument	to	the	
Covenanters	in	Dalry	while	older	monuments	dot	the	hills,	contributing	to	the	religious	landscape	of	
the	area.		
	
3.5.5	 Revolution	–	Agricultural	and	Industrial	

With	 the	 18th	 century	 came	
developments	 in	 agriculture,	
technology	 and	 sea	 transport	
which	brought	greater	economic,	
political	and	social	stability	to	the	
area.	 By	 the	 second	 half	 of	 the	
century	 an	 atmosphere	 of	
optimism	 and	 prosperity	
prevailed,	 populations	 in	 the	
towns	 were	 increasing,	 and	
Kirkcudbright	 saw	 a	 resurgence	
in	 commerce	 and	 trade.	
Galloway	led	the	way	in	Scotland	
with	modern	agricultural	changes	

which	 imposed	a	different	 structure	on	 the	 rural	 landscape	 replacing	 the	old	pattern	of	dispersed	
fermtouns	 with	 enclosed	 fields.	 This	 was	 not	 without	 controversy	 and	 again,	 resistance	 -	 the	
Levellers	Rising	of	1724-5	erupted	in	protest.		
	
The	Levellers	were	a	group	whose	livelihoods	were	at	risk	from	the	enclosure	of	land	and	the	move	
towards	 the	much	 less	 labour	 intensive	 practice	 of	 sheep	 farming.	 The	Galloway	 Levellers	 activity	
peaked	 in	 the	 1720s	 and	 formed	 part	 of	 the	 broader	 ‘lowland	 clearances’	 period,	 overlooked	 in	

POLMADDY		SETTLEMENT	|	Grouped	houses	c.	Andrew	Nicholson	
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comparison	 to	 the	 highland	 clearances	 but	 of	 equal	 local	 significance.	 This	 resulted	 in	 the	 drastic	
changes	 in	 population	 in	 the	 area	 and	 a	 number	 of	 local	 landscape	 features	 relate	 to	 this	 time,	
including	the	Kelton	Dyke	which	was	saved	from	demolition	by	the	action	of	the	local	minister	who	
was	able	to	negotiate	with	the	levellers.			
	
Beginning	 near	 Kirkcudbright	 in	 March	 1724,	 the	 Galloway	 Levellers	 took	 action	 against	 the	
enclosures,	with	a	number	of	either	symbolic	or	significant	incidents	of	dyke	levelling	recorded.	With	
crowds	 of	 over	 1000	 involved,	 many	 armed	 with	 muskets,	 a	 regiment	 of	 dragoons	 was	 sent	 to	
Kirkcudbright	 in	 June	 1724.	 In	 printed	 broadsheets,	 the	 Levellers	 proclaimed	 their	 loyalty	 to	 King	
George	 I	 and	blamed	 the	 evictions	on	 Jacobite	 landowners	who	were	 also	 illegally	 importing	 Irish	
cattle.	This	led	King	George	to	express	sympathy	for	their	plight.		
	
The	 last	 stand	 of	 the	 Levellers	 took	 place	 in	 Balmaghie	 when	 the	 soldiers	 were	 ordered	 to	 use	
minimal	force.	200	Levellers	were	captured	but	most	were	allowed	to	escape	on	the	march	back	to	
Kirkcudbright,	leaving	only	a	few	ringleaders	to	be	sued	for	damages	by	the	landowners.	
	
The	actions	of	the	Levellers	did	not	prevent	the	change	to	more	centralised,	large-scale	farming	over	
the	next	150	years,	a	period	now	known	as	the	Agrarian	Revolution.	At	the	same	time,	landowners	
constructed	planned	villages,	roads	and	canals,	established	mills	and	mines,	and	designed	parkland	
landscapes	around	new	country	houses.	New	towns	like	Castle	Douglas	(founded	in	1791)	were	laid	
out	 on	 a	 grid	 pattern	 which	 was	 also	 applied	 to	 the	 part	 of	 Kirkcudbright.	 Carsphairn,	 Dalry	 and	
Bridge	of	Dee	were	improved	and	rebuilt	while	other	settlements,	like	Polmaddy	were	abandoned.		
	
There	is	no	limestone	in	the	area,	but	efforts	to	neutralise	the	slightly	acidic	soils	in	order	to	increase	
agricultural	production	 led	 to	 the	discovery	 in	1730	of	marl	 in	 some	 lochs	of	 the	area,	particularly	
Carlingwark.	The	marl	had	built	up	over	centuries	from	the	shells	of	fresh	water	snails,	and	could	be	
used	as	a	substitute	for	lime.	Without	paved	roads	the	marl	could	initially	only	be	used	close	to	its	
sources.	In	1765,	Alexander	Gordon	of	Greenlaw	dug	a	short	length	of	canal	from	Carlingwark	Loch	
to	the	Dee	above	Threave	Castle.	Barge	loads	of	marl	could	then	be	transported	as	far	upstream	as	
the	Boatpool	of	Dalry	15	miles	away.		
	
Woodland	 clearance	 had	 largely	 been	 completed	 by	 the	 Roman	 period,	 but	 further	 clearance	 for	
agriculture	 took	place	 through	 the	medieval	 and	post-medieval	 periods.	Deforestation	was	 largely	
complete	by	the	mid-18th	century.	New	planting	was	then	undertaken	for	landscape	purposes	and	to	
provide	materials	and	fuel	for	increasing	industrialisation.	The	same	industrialisation,	thanks	to	acid	
rain	and	peatland	drainage,	resulted	in	localised	negative	impacts	on	water	quality	
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Another	 landscape	 influence	 was	 the	 railway	
which	crossed	the	area	from	Castle	Douglas	up	to	
Parton	and	west	over	Loch	Ken,	through	Mossdale	
and	into	the	hills.	The	arrival	of	this	railway	line	in	
the	 early	 1860s	 supported	 local	 industries	
including	 agriculture,	 allowing	 the	 focus	 to	move	
from	cheese	making	to	milk	production,	with	fresh	
milk	 from	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 now	 able	 to	 be	
quickly	 transported	 to	 central	 Scotland.	 The	 links	
of	 tracks,	bridges,	viaducts	and	stations	have	had	
a	dramatic	effect	 in	 the	past,	and	 the	dismantled	
line	is	still	visible	in	places.		

	
Sheep	 farming	declined	and	 contracted,	 later	 to	be	 replaced	with	 large	plantations	of	 commercial	
forestry	 in	 an	 effort	 to	 replenish	 timber	 supplies	 depleted	by	 two	world	wars.	 This	was	 a	 time	of	
great	 innovation	 and	 advance,	 both	 in	 technology	 and	 also	 in	 society.	 This	 societal	 advance	 is	
illustrated	by	Dorothee	Pullinger’s	management	of	Tongland	Car	Factory	 in	 the	1920s.	The	 factory	
manufactured	the	‘Galloway’	motor	car,	described	by	Light	Car	and	Cycle	Magazine	in	1921	as	‘built	
by	 ladies,	 for	 those	 of	 their	 own	 sex’.	 Over	 4,000	 Galloways	 were	 built,	 initially	 at	 the	 Tongland	
factory	and	then	moving	to	Dumfries.	Pullinger,	still	the	only	woman	in	the	Scottish	Engineering	Hall	
of	Fame,	died	in	1986.	
	
3.5.6	 Visitors	
Initially,	 tourism	was	dominated	by	 the	more	affluent	 in	society.	Artists	were	attracted	by	scenery	
and	 the	 local	 light,	 and	 sportsmen	 attracted	 by	 the	 opportunities	 for	 shooting	 and	 fishing.	 In	 the	
mid-19th	century,	the	Glasgow	and	South	Western	Railway	built	a	line	from	Dumfries	to	Portpatrick,	
bringing	 not	 only	 a	 significant	 linear	 landscape	 feature	 to	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 area,	 with	 tracks,	
bridges,	 cuttings	and	embankments,	but	also	had	a	 significant	 impact	on	 social	 and	economic	 life,	
including	 farming.	 For	 example,	 the	 new	hamlet	 of	Mossdale	 grew	around	New	Galloway	 station,	
which	was	actually	3	miles	from	New	Galloway	itself.		
	
Kirkcudbright	 has	 strong	 connections	 with	 the	 Glasgow	 Art	 movement,	 hosting	 the	 Kirkcudbright	
Artists’	 Colony	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 20th	 Century.	 Artists	 such	 as	 Edward	 Hornel	 and	 Charles	
Oppenheimer	based	themselves	 in	 the	area,	citing	 the	quality	of	 the	 local	 light	as	an	 influence	 for	
some	of	their	most	loved	works.		
	
The	 area	 has	 hosted	 a	 number	 of	 film	 locations	 over	 the	 years,	 including	 the	 dubious	 honour	 of	
being	 the	 location	 for	 the	 1973	 film	 ‘The	 Wicker	 Man’.	 A	 number	 of	 scenes	 were	 filmed	 in	
Kirkcudbright’s	 historic	 and	more	 cramped	 streets,	 contributing	 to	 the	 feeling	 of	 a	 very	 tight-knit	
community.		
	
3.5.7	 Conflict	
The	 population	 of	 the	Galloway	Glens	 has	 been	 affected	 by	 global	war	 in	 the	 same	 tragic	way	 as	
many	rural	areas	across	Britain,	with	a	loss	of	workforce	for	the	duration	of	the	war	and	a	significant	
loss	of	local	life.	War	memorials	are	found	across	the	area	detailing	the	names	of	the	lives	lost	during	

CROSSMICHAEL	STATION	c.	Andrew	Nicholson	
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World	War	I	and	World	War	II.	Balmaclellan	churchyard	contains	what	may	be	the	first	war	memorial	
funded	through	civic	donations	in	memory	of	five	men	who	died	in	the	Crimean	War.			
	

The	UK’s	military	forces	still	impact	the	local	landscape	
today,	particularly	through	the	use	of	the	area	for	low	
flying	by	the	Royal	Air	Force.	Hercules	transport	aircraft	
can	 be	 so	 low	 that	 they	 seem	 to	 be	 camouflaged	
against	the	green	background	of	surrounding	hills.		
	
3.5.8	 Resources	
Humans	 have	 exploited	 the	 natural	 resources	 and	
power	 of	 the	 elements	 in	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 area	
throughout	time:	mining	lead,	quarrying	slate,	working	
iron,	harnessing	water	to	power	corn	mills,	textile	mills	
and	hydroelectric	schemes	and	most	recently	capturing	
wind	 to	 create	 electricity.	 In	 the	 1930s,	 the	
construction	 of	 the	 hydroelectric	 scheme	 to	 harness	
water	 power	 reshaped	 local	 topography	 and	
hydrology,	as	well	as	adding	 industrial	architecture	on	
an	impressive	scale,	much	of	it	in	a	Modernist	style.	

	
3.5.9	 Who	lives	here	now	

	
	
Reviewing	the	2011,	census,	it	is	estimated	that	the	Galloway	Glens	Scheme	area	has	a	population	of	
approximately	 15,000	 people.	 Most	 demographic	 statistics	 are	 not	 available	 at	 the	 scale	 of	 the	
Landscape	Partnership	area,	but	census	statistics	 for	 the	wider	Stewartry	District	are	available	and	
can	be	compared	with	those	for	Dumfries	and	Galloway	as	a	whole,	and	with	Scotland.		
	
The	total	population	of	Stewartry	District	in	2011	was	24,022,	out	of	a	total	Dumfries	and	Galloway	
population	 of	 151,324	 (Census	 data).	 The	 biggest	 settlements	 within	 the	 Landscape	 Partnership	
area,	by	population,	 are	Castle	Douglas	 (4,070	 in	2012)	and	Kirkcudbright	 (3,390	 in	2012).	At	0.14	
persons	per	hectare	in	2011,	the	Stewartry	has	a	very	low	population	density	(Scottish	average	0.68).	
(Census	data).	The	Stewartry	has	a	very	low	mix	of	ethnic	diversity.	Only	0.74%	of	the	population	is	
of	ethnic	origin,	with	Asian	origin	(0.3%)	constituting	the	largest	single	ethic	group.	(Census	data)	
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3.5.10	 Population	trends	
Dumfries	and	Galloway’s	population	reached	a	peak	of	158,890	in	1851.	This	was	5.5	%	of	the	total	
Scottish	population	of	2,888,742.	The	most	recent	figures	for	Dumfries	and	Galloway	give	the	region	
a	population	of	148	060,	which	is	2.8%	of	the	total	Scottish	population	of	5,295,000.		
	
It	is	interesting	to	note	that	if	Dumfries	and	Galloway	still	had	5.5%	of	the	total	Scottish	population	
there	would	be	291,000	people	living	in	Dumfries	and	Galloway	today	-	twice	as	many	people	as	the	
region	actually	has.	The	Stewartry	of	Kirkcudbright’s	population	would	increase,	extrapolated	by	the	
same	margin,	by	55,000.	This	highlights	that	the	population	change	(or	lack	of	change)	counters	the	
national	trend.		
	
The	slight	decline	in	overall	population	over	the	last	150	years	masks	much	bigger	change	within	the	
parishes	that	makes	up	the	Galloway	Glens	area,	with	the	northern	reaches	losing	the	vast	majority	
of	their	population	due	to	a	number	of	factors	including	changes	to	national	policy	and	developing	
agricultural	practices.		
	
According	to	Statistical	Accounts	of	Scotland,	parishes	in	the	Glenkens,	in	the	North	of	the	Galloway	
Glens	Area,	lost	at	least	30%	of	their	population	between	1850	and	1950	–	indeed	certain	areas	lost	
more.	Balmaclellan	numbered	1,145	persons	in	1851	and	was	down	to	550	in	1951,	a	drop	of	over	
50%.	The	shift	of	population	to	villages	and	towns	has	been	evidenced	by	the	increasing	populations	
of	Castle	Douglas	and	Kirkcudbright	during	this	period.		
	
The	 Third	 Statistical	 Account	 of	 Scotland,	 from	 1950,	 highlighted	 that	 locally	 “there	 is	 an	 undue	
preponderance	 of	 elderly	 people	 owing	 to	 the	migration	 of	 the	 younger	 people”	 –	 a	 position	 that	
continues	today,	with	a	local	demographic	that	continues	to	age.		
	
The	population	of	Dumfries	and	Galloway	decreased	by	1%	from	2009	to	2015,	whilst	 the	Scottish	
population	 increased	 by	 2.7%	 in	 the	 same	 period.	 (National	 Records	 of	 Scotland).	 By	 2029,	 the	
population	of	Dumfries	and	Galloway	 is	projected	to	remain	around	the	same	or	decrease	slightly,	
whereas	 the	 Scottish	 population	 is	 projected	 to	 increase	 by	 7.5%.	However,	 older	 age	 groups	 are	
projected	to	increase	in	the	region,	most	notably	the	75+	age	group.	The	population	aged	16-29	in	
Dumfries	and	Galloway	is	projected	to	decline	by	16.3%	over	the	same	period.	(NRS)		
	
3.5.11	 Employment	&	Education	today	
The	 sector	 employing	 the	 greatest	 proportion	 (14.8%)	of	 the	population	 in	 the	 Stewartry	was	 the	
wholesale	and	 retail	 trade,	 including	 repair	of	motor	vehicles.	 	 The	next	highest	 (14.3%)	 is	human	
health	 and	 social	 work	 activities.	 A	 higher	 proportion	 (12.3%)	 of	 the	 Stewartry	 population	 is	
employed	in	the	agriculture,	forestry	and	fishing	sector	in	2011	than	in	Dumfries	and	Galloway	as	a	
whole	 (8.7%)	or	 Scotland.	Accommodation	&	 food	 service	 activities,	 education	 and	manufacturing	
were	the	next	biggest	employment	sectors.	(All	data	NRS	2011)		
	
In	 2011,	 10.4%	 of	 the	 population	 of	 the	 Stewartry	 is	 identified	 as	 a	 carer	 (defined	 as	 a	 person	
providing	 unpaid	 help	 or	 support	 to	 family	members,	 friends	 or	 neighbours	 because	 of	 long-term	
physical	or	mental	ill	health	or	disability	or	problems	related	to	old	age	-	not	including	any	activities	
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as	part	of	paid	employment).	 The	 figure	 for	D&G	 is	9.9%,	and	9.4%	 for	 Scotland	as	a	whole.	 (NRS	
2011)	
	
3.5.12	 Deprivation	
The	 Scottish	 Index	 of	 Multiple	 Deprivation	 (SIMD)	 is	 based	 on	 statistics	 relating	 to	 income,	
employment,	health,	education,	access,	crime	and	housing	and	is	provided	by	datazones	in	quintiles	
with	 the	most	 deprived	being	 in	Quintile	 1	 and	 the	 least	 deprived	being	Quintile	 5.	Dumfries	 and	
Galloway	contains	some	of	the	most	deprived	and	least	deprived	areas	in	Scotland.	The	datazones	in	
the	 Galloway	Glens	 area	 in	 2016	 area	mostly	 fell	 into	Quintile	 3,	with	 the	 Castle	 Douglas	 area	 in	
Quintile	 2.	 The	 biggest	 single	 issue	 in	many	 deprived	 datazones	 is	 access	 to	 facilities,	 taking	 into	
account	travel	time	and	public	transport	in	such	a	rural	area.	This	has	been	exacerbated	by	the	loss	
of	some	rural	services	such	as	shops,	post	offices	and	public	houses.	
	
3.5.13	 Land	Ownership	
Land	ownership	 in	 the	area	 is	 very	 fragmented,	varying	 from	 large	 landholdings	 to	 small,	 complex	
mosaics.	 The	 area	 has	 always	 had	 a	 relatively	 high	 number	 of	 ‘estates’,	 often	 including	managed	
garden	landscapes.	Some	of	these	large	estates	remain	intact,	while	others	have	been	broken	up	and	
now	 have	 a	 number	 of	 owners.	 This	 is	 illustrated	 by	 Little	 Ross	 Island	 in	 Kirkcudbright	 Bay	 being	
listed	as	 for	 sale	at	 the	 time	of	drafting	 this	document.	 Interest	had	been	 received	 from	potential	
purchasers	from	around	the	world,	in	part	due	to	the	appeal	of	owning	an	island	but	also	its	setting	
at	the	mouth	of	the	river.		
	
Additional	 layers	of	complexity	result	 from	the	use	of	the	river	 for	the	Hydro	Scheme.	The	original	
builders	of	the	scheme	negotiated	separately	with	each	 land	owner	and	this	has	resulted	 in	a	very	
complex	ownership	map	around	the	modified	river	channel,	with	some	landowners	having	different	
riparian	rights	or	ownership	boundaries.		
	
This	 legacy	 needs	 to	 be	 acknowledged	 in	 all	 projects	 undertaken	 through	 the	 Scheme	 and	
contributes	towards	the	unique	landscape	experienced	today.		
	
3.5.14	 Considering	our	Audience	
Acknowledging	 the	above	points,	 it	 is	 clear	 that	 there	 is	a	 range	of	audiences	and	partners	whose	
lives	are	interwoven	into	the	Galloway	Glens	Scheme	area.	These	include:	

• Residents	
• Visitors	for	leisure	or	work	
• Landowners	
• Utility	Companies	–	i.e.	Scottish	Power	
• Access	takers	
• Older	people	
• Groups	with	long	term	disabilities	or	caring	responsibilities	
• Young	people	

	
The	 Scheme	 will	 endeavour	 to	 work	 with	 a	 whole	 range	 of	 partners	 through	 the	 Delivery	 stage,	
including	those	that	might	be	harder-to-reach.		
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3.5.15	 The	Appetite	of	Visitors	
Visitors	 to	 the	 area,	 whether	 for	 leisure	 or	 for	 work,	 are	 a	 significant	 influence	 on	 the	 local	
landscape,	supporting	 the	 tourism	 industry	and	therefore	 the	broader	Galloway	Glens	community.	
The	Dumfries	&	Galloway	Regional	Tourism	Strategy	states	that	tourism	supports	7,000	jobs	across	
Dumfries	 and	 Galloway,	 bringing	 over	 £300	 million	 to	 the	 economy	 each	 year.	 The	 Strategy	
highlights	the	region’s	‘heritage	and	culture’	as	one	of	the	five	main	drivers	of	growth	in	this	sector.	
Developing	 the	 ‘heritage	 offering’,	 alongside	 other	 identified	 opportunities	 such	 as	 ‘nature	 and	
activities	will	 encourage	more	visitors	and	 leave	 the	heritage	of	 the	area	more	widely	understood	
and	 appreciated.	 The	 Tourism	 Strategy	 anticipates	 that	 heritage	 tourism	will	 become	 increasingly	
important	with	time.		
	
3.5.16	 The	Appetite	of	Residents	
It	 is	 clear	 from	 the	 success	 of	 current	 informal	 heritage	 activities	 in	 the	Galloway	Glens	 area	 that	
there	is	an	appetite	locally	to	learn	more	about	the	heritage.	This	is	further	supported	through	the	
consultation	 activities	 in	 the	 Development	 phase,	 part	 of	 which	 included	 historic	 map	 evenings,	
archaeological	talks	and	peatbog	measurement	days,	and	all	of	which	were	well	attended.		
Of	 particular	 note	 is	 the	 recent	 campaign	 to	 retain	 the	 Galloway	 Hoard	 in	 the	 region.	 While	
ultimately	 unsuccessful,	 this	 campaign	 caught	 the	 public	 consciousness	 and	 highlighted	 the	 local	
interest	and	pride	 in	the	heritage	of	the	area.	The	petition	to	retain	the	Hoard	was	signed	by	over	
5,200	people	in	only	a	few	weeks.		
	
	

	3.6	 A	Natural,	and	not-so-natural,	History	
	
Wildlife	 habitats	 and	 species	 influence	 the	 landscape	 of	 the	Galloway	Glens,	 not	 only	 visually	 but	
through	 the	 ecosystem	 services	 they	 support,	 such	 as	 nutrient	 cycling	 and	 crop	 pollination;	 the	
resources	 they	 provide,	 such	 as	 clean	 water	 and	 timber;	 their	 regulating	 effects,	 such	 as	 on	 the	
climate	and	flooding;	and	their	cultural	benefits,	such	as	their	spiritual	and	recreational	value.	Many	
habitats	and	species	generate	an	element	of	local	pride,	particularly	the	signature,	‘flagship’	species.	
As	well	as	influencing	the	landscape,	wildlife	has	long	been	influenced	by	the	people	who	inhabit	the	
landscape,	sometimes	to	the	extent	that	the	distinction	between	the	natural	and	the	man-made	is	
blurred.		
	
3.6.1	 Habitats	
The	 landscape	 of	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 consists	 of	 a	 mosaic	 of	 habitats,	 natural	 in	 origin,	 but	 all	
modified	to	a	greater	or	lesser	extent	by	human	activities.	It	is	often	the	proximity	of	these	habitats	
to	each	other	and	how	they	work	together	that	gives	the	area	its	unique	feel.	The	following	habitats	
are	 locally	 significant,	 either	because	 they	 are	 rare	 and	 support	 scarce	 species,	 or	 simply	because	
they	 are	 locally	 extensive	 in	 the	 area.	 They	 are	 also	 largely	 highlighted	 as	 of	 significance	 in	 the	
Biosphere	Natural	Heritage	Management	Plan.	This	is	not	an	exhaustive	list	of	local	habitats,	only	a	
demonstrative	selection	of	the	mosaic,	contributing	towards	the	unique	landscape.	
	
3.6.1.1	 Moorland	
Moorland	 is	 a	 broad	 term	 for	 a	 range	 of	 habitats,	 now	 largely	 confined	 to	 the	 uplands,	 though	
originally	would	also	have	occurred	at	 low	altitude.	 It	has	a	 long	cultural	history,	whether	used	for	
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farming,	medieval	hunting,	grouse	shooting	or	 recreation.	Heather	dominated	moorland,	a	habitat	
virtually	 confined	 to	 Britain	 and	 Ireland,	 is	 of	 high	 biodiversity	 value	 and	 is	 traditionally	managed	
through	 rotational	 burning,	 but	 it	 is	 rare	 in	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 area	 where	 moorland	 typically	
consists	of	 rough	grasslands.	On	the	highest	hills,	montane	heath	 is	characterised	by	sparse,	stony	
vegetation,	 typically	mosses.	Many	 bird	 and	 animal	 species	 are	 dependent	 on	 extensive	 areas	 of	
moorland.	
	

3.6.1.2	 Bogs	
Bogs,	or	flows	as	they	are	sometimes	locally	known,	
are	 wetlands	 composed	 of	 deep	 peat.	 They	 have	
formed	as	a	result	of	the	partial	decay	of	vegetation,	
particularly	 Sphagnum	 mosses,	 over	 thousands	 of	
years.	Depending	on	the	processes	involved	in	their	
formation,	 they	 take	 the	 form	 of	 raised	 bogs	 in	
valleys	and	lowland	depressions,	or	blanket	bogs	on	

the	upper	slopes	of	hills.	As	a	result,	they	support	specialised	plant	and	animal	species	rarely	found	
in	other	habitats.	Despite	the	fact	that	almost	all	bogs	have	been	exploited	for	fuel	and	other	uses	
over	 hundreds	 of	 years,	 they	 constitute	 an	 enormous	 carbon	 sink	 and	 often	 preserve	 a	 valuable	
archaeological	record.	The	largest	and	best	known	site	is	Silver	Flowe,	but	there	are	also	a	number	of	
smaller	bogs	in	the	area.	
	
3.6.1.3	 Marshes	&	Reed	Beds	
Marshes	 are	wetlands	where	 the	water	 table	 is	 close	 to	 the	 surface	 for	much	 of	 the	 year.	Unlike	
bogs,	they	are	not	composed	of	peat,	but	can	also	support	a	specialised	biodiversity.	Many	marshes	
have	been	traditionally	grazed	and	some	cut	 for	hay,	 though	this	 is	now	a	rare	practice.	 In	certain	
circumstances,	the	vegetation	can	be	almost	totally	dominated	by	a	single	species,	Common	Reed.	
Such	 reed	beds	often	have	a	different	 fauna	 to	other	marshes,	 including	 several	moths	and	other	
insects	 that	 are	 entirely	 dependent	 on	 reed.	 The	 fringes	 of	 Loch	 Ken	 support	 extensive	 areas	 of	
marsh	and	reed	bed,	with	the	Threave	wetlands	also	acting	as	a	significant	local	example.	
	
3.6.1.4	 Native	Woodland	
Native	 woods	 are	 composed	 of	 tree	 species	 which	 naturally	 colonised	 Britain	 after	 the	 Ice	 Age,	
though	 the	actual	 trees	 in	 these	woods	may	be	of	planted	origin.	Native	woods	 therefore	 tend	 to	
have	the	greatest	variety	of	associated	wildlife,	and	ancient	woodland	sites	(defined	in	Scotland	as	
areas	 continually	wooded	 since	 1750)	 tend	 to	 be	 the	most	 valuable	 of	 all	 especially,	 for	 rare	 but	
lesser	known,	species	of	lichens	and	invertebrates.	Due	to	a	long	history	of	clearance,	there	are	few	
large	native	woods,	but	good	examples	can	be	found	at	Hannaston	Wood	at	Glenlee	and	High	Wood	
near	New	Galloway.	
	
Designation	of	land	as	‘forest’	dates	back	to	medieval	times,	but	at	that	time	it	was	used	to	protect	
game	and	the	owner’s	hunting	rights,	rather	than	anything	to	do	with	trees.	A	significant	part	of	the	
Galloway	Glens	area	formed	part	of	the	Forest	of	Buchan,	an	 immense	royal	hunting	forest.	 In	the	
year	1500	 it	occupied	 large	tracts	of	 land	 in	 the	parishes	of	Kells,	Carsphairn,	and	Minnigaff	 in	 the	
west.		
	

BEGGER’S	MOSS	
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3.6.1.5	 Coniferous	Woodland	
Plantations	 of	 conifers	 are	 a	 relatively	
recent,	post-Second	World	War	addition	
to	the	 landscape,	but	are	now	extensive	
in	 the	Galloway	Glens	area.	Most	of	 the	
species	 they	 support	 are	 common	 in	
other	habitats,	but	a	number	of	species,	
such	as	Crossbills,	are	conifer	 specialists	
and	 others,	 such	 as	 Nightjars	 and	 Black	
Grouse,	 have	 adapted	 to	 appropriately	
managed	conifer	forests.	

	
Part	 of	 the	 Galloway	 Forest	 Park	 (GFP)	 lies	 within	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 area.	 Forest	 Parks	 are	
extensive	areas	of	high	scenic	value	land	managed	by	the	Forestry	Enterprise	Scotland	on	behalf	of	
the	people	of	Scotland.	They	are	managed	as	high	quality	multi-purpose	forestry	where	public	access	
is	encouraged.	The	oldest	Forest	Park	in	Scotland,	Argyll,	was	designated	in	1935,	and	the	GFP	(the	
largest	Forest	Park	in	the	UK)	was	designated	in	1947.		
	
The	GFP	is	a	significant	part	of	the	National	Forest	Estate	at	over	97,000	hectares	in	size	and	is	part	
of	the	wider	forest	area	managed	by	Forest	Enterprise	Scotland	at	116,000	hectares	in	Galloway	and	
640,000	across	 Scotland.	GFP	 sustainably	 supports	 the	 felling	of	 around	600,000	 tonnes	of	 timber	
annually,	enough	to	fill	24,000	lorries.	It	can	be	said	that	there	is	a	part	of	Galloway	in	almost	every	
home	in	the	UK.		
	
The	 trees	 in	 the	 GFP	 are	 primarily	 Spruces,	 with	 a	mixture	 of	 Scott’s	 Pine,	 Douglas	 fir	 and	 other	
conifer	species	along	with	a	huge	range	of	broad	leaved	species.	The	Forest	Park	is	also	a	buffer	zone	
for	the	Galloway	and	Southern	Ayrshire	Biosphere	and	includes	a	number	of	archaeological	sites	of	
significance	 and	 also	 popular	 leisure	 facilities	 such	 as	 Clatteringshaws	 Visitor	 Centre	 and	 the	
‘Raider’s	Road’	driving	route,	named	after	local	author	S.R.	Crockett’s	novel	of	the	same	name.		
	

3.6.1.6	 Estuary	&	Mudflats	
The	River	Dee	enters	the	Solway	via	the	
estuary	 of	 Kirkcudbright	 Bay.	 Though	
more	 enclosed	 than	 the	 Solway	 itself,	
the	 estuary	 is	 characterised	 by	 wide	
open	 spaces	 that	 change	with	 the	 tide	
from	 open	 water	 to	 mudflats	 with	
meandering	 channels.	 Steep	 coastal	
slopes	 with	 seabirds	 dominate	 the	
mouth	 of	 the	 estuary,	 but	 give	way	 to	

rolling	 wooded	 hills	 leading	 down	 to	 fringing	 saltmarsh	 and	 the	 shallow	 inlets	 of	 Ross	 Bay	 and	
Manxman’s	 Lake.	 The	 sights	 and	 sounds	of	wintering	wildfowl	 and	wading	birds	 are	 an	 important	
element	of	this	habitat.	
	
	 	

OTTER’S	POOL	|	Galloway	Forest	Park	
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3.6.1.7	Rivers	and	Lochs	
The	uplands	of	the	Galloway	Glens	are	infamous	for	the	acidification	of	rivers	and	lochs,	which	has	
resulted	 in	 the	 localised	 loss	of	some	aquatic	species.	Some	of	 the	earliest	experiments	 to	 try	and	
rectify	 the	situation	took	place	 in	Loch	Dee.	For	decades,	 the	soil	and	water	acidity	 in	 the	uplands	
was	thought	to	be	due	to	acid	rain	(from	heavy	metals	and	soot	particles	from	industrial	emissions	
elsewhere).	However,	in	the	last	ten	years	the	acid	rain	has	decreased	yet	river	acidity	remains	high,	
and	 many	 soil	 scientists	 began	 to	 link	 the	 ploughing	 and	 draining	 of	 peatland	 to	 the	 source	 of	
acidification.	Peatland	restoration	is	possible,	and	could	eventually	result	in	improvements	to	water	
quality.		
	
3.6.2	 Species	
The	 juxtaposition	of	different	 landscape	character	 types	and	habitats	 results	 in	a	wide	diversity	of	
species,	 some	 of	 which	 are	 restricted	 to	 a	 particular	 habitat,	 others	 that	 require	 a	 number	 of	
different	 habitats	 in	 close	 proximity	 to	 each	 other.	 The	 species	 of	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 are	
representative	 of	 those	 across	 Scotland	 and	 as	 such	 fit	 well	 with	 recent	 initiatives	 such	 as	 Visit	
Scotland’s	Big	5	campaign	(Red	Squirrel,	Red	Deer,	Harbour	Seal,	Otter	and	Golden	Eagle).	Though	all	
five	are	found	in	the	Galloway	Glens	area,	the	main	'flagship'	species	with	a	high	local	public	profile	
and	influence	on	the	landscape	include:		
	
3.6.2.1	 Greenland	White-Fronted	Geese	
One	of	only	six	overwintering	flocks	of	Greenland	White-fronted	Geese	in	Scotland	is	to	be	found	in	
the	Galloway	Glens,	 near	 Loch	 Ken.	 They	 arrive	 in	 autumn	 each	 year	 and	 stay	 until	 spring	 before	
heading	north	to	Greenland.	This	much	threatened	sub-species,	which	has	a	global	population	of	less	
than	 20,000,	 faces	 a	 number	 of	 challenges	 such	 as	 climate	 change	 and	 habitat	 loss.	 Their	 small	
numbers	leave	them	particularly	vulnerable	to	changes	in	land	use.	
	
3.6.2.2	 Red	Squirrels	
The	 varied	 local	 habitat	 of	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 retains	 a	 strong	 population	 of	 Red	 Squirrels.	 This	
species,	 much	 loved	 by	 residents	 and	 visitors	 to	 the	 area,	 is	 threatened	 by	 Grey	 Squirrels,	 both	
competing	 for	 food	 and	 carrying	 disease.	 The	 Glenkens	 Red	 Squirrel	 Group	 culled	 over	 450	 Grey	
Squirrels	in	the	north	of	the	Galloway	Glens	Area	in	2015	in	an	effort	to	reduce	the	population	to	a	
size	that	can	be	kept	down	by	culling	at	a	more	manageable	level.	More	recent	culling	has	been	at	a	
reduced	level,	due	in	part	to	a	lower	population	of	Greys	but	also	limited	resources	at	present.		
	

3.6.2.3		Fish		
Loch	Ken	 is	 renowned	as	one	of	 Scotland's	most	prolific	 Pike	
and	coarse	fishing	waters.	Historically	the	largest	Pike,	caught	
in	1798,	was	said	to	weigh	a	massive	72lb.	The	recent	arrival	of	
American	 Signal	 Crayfish	 has	 led	 to	 concerns	 about	 the	 fish	

stocks	in	the	Loch,	as	
outlined	 further	 in	
Chapter	 7	 ‘What	
Have	We	Learned’.			
	
	

JUVENILE	TROUT	
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The	first	Statistical	Account	(1791-99)	refers	to	Pike	"in	great	perfection	and	of	an	uncommon	size"	
as	well	as	Perch	"taken	in	great	quantities"	and	Eels	"never	interrupted	in	their	possession	of	the	
waters."	
	
3.6.2.4	 Red	Kites	
Red	Kites	were	once	common	birds	across	the	United	Kingdom	but	were	reduced	almost	to	the	point	
of	extinction	in	the	late	20th	century.	A	population	was	successfully	returned	to	the	Galloway	Glens	
in	 2003,	 and	 have	 now	 established	 a	 strong	 local	 presence.	 The	Galloway	 Kite	 Trail	 has	 proved	 a	
successful	visitor	attraction,	attracting	over	100,000	visitors	and	more	than	£8.2	million	for	the	local	
economy	between	2004	and	2015.	
	
3.6.2.5	 Golden	Eagle	
A	 rich	 legacy	 of	 place-names,	 particularly	 in	 the	 uplands,	 confirms	 that	 Golden	 Eagles	were	 once	
widespread	residents	of	Dumfries	and	Galloway.	They	are	mentioned	in	the	literature	from	the	late	
17th	century.	Breeding	ceased	in	1876,	but	regular	nesting	was	re-established	in	1945	with	up	to	five	
nesting	territories,	one	of	which	encompasses	part	of	the	Galloway	Glens.	A	reintroduction	project	in	
the	South	of	Scotland	has	 recently	begun,	which	will	bolster	 local	populations	 further.	Though	the	
birds	are	not	frequently	seen,	when	they	are	 it	can	prove	to	be	a	once	in	a	 lifetime	experience	for	
the	lucky	observer.		

3.6.2.6	 Osprey	
Ospreys	are	 large	birds	of	prey,	which	spend	the	winter	 in	Africa,	 returning	to	nest	 in	Britain	each	
summer,	where	they	catch	fish	by	a	spectacular	plunge	into	the	water.	They	became	extinct	 in	the	
British	Isles	in	1916,	but	recolonised	in	1954	and	are	continuing	to	expand	their	numbers	and	range.	
The	abundance	of	 lochs	and	 rivers	 in	 the	Galloway	Glens	provides	excellent	 feeding	habitat	and	a	
few	pairs	have	now	begun	nesting	in	the	area,	with	public	viewing	facilities	at	Threave	Estate.	
	
3.6.3	 Traditional	livestock	
The	 Galloway	 Glens	 Area	 is,	
or	 has	 been,	 home	 to	 a	
number	 of	 local	 native	
livestock	 breeds,	 often	 of	
national	 or	 international	
importance.	These	include:	
	
3.6.3.1	 Galloway	Cattle		
The	 broader	 Galloway	 area	
has	a	strong	history	of	cattle	
breeding	 and	 Galloway	
cattle	 are	 famously	 tough,	
hardy	beasts	able	to	tolerate	
a	 range	 of	 pasture	 and	
climates	 with	 minimal	
maintenance	and	fuss.	Belted	Galloways	developed	in	the	17th	Century,	thought	to	be	from	a	cross	

BELTED	GALLOWAY	
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between	a	Galloway	and	The	Dutch	Belted	Cow.	Belted	Galloways	are	famous	the	world	over	due	to	
their	positive	traits	inherited	from	the	Galloways	and	their	distinctive	appearance.	In	the	days	before	
the	 railways,	when	 cattle	were	driven	 from	Galloway	 to	Norfolk	 Fairs,	 the	drovers	 always	 liked	 to	
have	a	 ‘Beltie’	amongst	 the	bunch,	so	that	 in	 the	dark	days	they	could	pick	out	the	way	the	cattle	
were	heading	(www.beltedgalloways.co.uk).	The	breed	now	survives	with	a	dedicated	preservation	
society	and	is	found	at	a	number	of	places	in	the	Galloway	Glens.		
	
3.6.3.2	Galloway	Blackface	sheep,	goats	and	deer	
Prior	 to	afforestation,	 the	Galloway	Uplands	were	grazed	by	 sheep	 (Scottish	Blackface)	 and	goats,	
some	 of	 which	 are	 now	 feral.	 Galloway	 Red	 Deer	 are	 said	 to	 be	 larger	 than	 their	 highland	
counterparts	perhaps	 thanks	 to	 the	better	 climate	and	grazing;	 some	are	now	 farmed	 for	 venison	
and	breeding	stock.	
	
3.6.3.3	 Galloway	Pony	
The	Galloway	Pony	was	a	small	breed,	associated	with	the	relatively	poor,	unimproved	soils	of	the	
area.	It	was	described	as	having	“good	looks,	a	wide,	deep	chest	and	a	tendency	to	pace	rather	than	
trot."	An	example	of	a	traditional	breed	without	the	necessary	support	and	preservation	mechanism	
in	place,	the	Galloway	Pony	is	now	extinct	due	to	crossbreeding.	
	
	

3.7	 Designations	
	
3.7.1	 The	Galloway	&	Southern	Ayrshire	UNESCO	Biosphere	
The	 Galloway	 and	 Southern	 Ayrshire	 UNESCO	 Biosphere	 (the	 Biosphere)	 was	 designated	 in	 2012.		
The	 Biosphere	 concept	 is	 based	 on	 understanding	 and	 promoting	 a	 positive	 and	 sustainable	
relationship	between	man	and	the	environment.	It	achieves	this	by	facilitating	partnerships	working	
between	 communities	 and	 businesses,	 NGO’s	 and	 public	 agencies,	 identifying	 and	 supporting	 the	
delivery	of	common	goals	and	aspirations	that	will	ultimately	benefit	all	of	us.		
	
All	biospheres	are	overseen	by	the	Man	and	the	Biosphere	(MAB)	programme.	Strategic	objectives	

for	2015-2025	are	set	out	in	the	Biosphere’s	
Strategic	Plan	2017	–	2022:		
	

1) Conserving	 Biodiversity,	 restore	 &	
enhance	 ecosystem	 services	 and	 foster	 the	
sustainable	use	of	natural	resources.		

2) Contribute	 to	 building	 sustainable,	
healthy	 and	 equitable	 societies,	 economies	
and	thriving	settlements	

3) Facilitate	 sustainability	 science	 and	
education	for	sustainable	development	

4) Support	 mitigation	 and	 adaptation	
to	 Climate	 Change	 and	 other	 aspects	 of	
global	environmental	change.		
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The	work	of	the	Biosphere	is	focussed	on	three	management	zones,	core,	buffer	and	transition.	The	
boundary	is	broadly	based	on	the	seven	river	catchments	emanating	from	the	Galloway	hills,	one	of	
which	is	the	Ken-Dee	watershed.	The	Galloway	Glens	area	extends	from	the	core	areas	(Merrick	Kells	
including	Silver	Flowe),	through	the	buffer	area	(largely	based	on	Galloway	Forest	Park),	and	most	of	
the	remainder	of	the	Galloway	Glens	area	lies	within	transition	zone	for	the	biosphere,	as	outlined	in	
the	above	map:	
	
A	 key	 focus	 for	 the	 Galloway	 and	 Southern	 Ayrshire	 Biosphere	 is	 using	 the	 UNESCO	 Biosphere	
designation	 to	 support	 the	 development	 and	 promotion	 of	 the	 region,	 its	 communities	 and	 its	
heritage	as	a	“destination”	in	an	often	over	looked	corner	of	Scotland.	
	
3.7.2	 Natural	Heritage	Designations	
3.7.2.1	 Solway	Coast	Regional	Scenic	Area	
The	Solway	Coast	Regional	Scenic	Area	(RSA)	runs	along	the	coast	from	the	Fleet	Valley	to	the	Lochar	
Water	 east	 of	 the	Nith	 Estuary,	 including	 the	 coastal	margins	 around	Kirkcudbright	 Bay,	 inland	 to	
Tongland.	 It	 includes	estuaries	and	 the	contrasting	 intervening	 rugged	shores	and	coastal	uplands.	
The	area	has	a	diverse	mixture	of	coastal	landscape	types.	In	the	west	the	Peninsulas	and	Peninsulas	
with	 Gorsey	 Knolls	 create	 rocky	 coastlines	 of	 cliffs,	 raised	 beaches	 and	 isolated	 coves,	 backed	 by	
smooth	 undulating	 open	 landscapes	 of	 improved	 pastures	 interspersed	with	 knolly,	 gorsey	 areas.	
The	coastline	is	dissected	by	major	inlets	such	as	Kirkcudbright	Bay.		
	
3.7.2.2	 The	Galloway	Hills	Regional	Scenic	Area	
The	 Galloway	 Hills	 RSA	 centres	 on	 the	 Rugged	 Granite	 Uplands	 and	 Coastal	 Granite	 Uplands	 of	
central	Galloway,	extending	from	the	Ayrshire	boundary	south	to	where	the	hills	meet	the	sea.	The	
area	includes	the	principal	foothills,	 lower	ridges	and	side	slopes	of	the	eastern	and	western	flanks	
of	the	Galloway	Uplands,	as	well	the	adjacent	Cairnsmore	of	Carsphairn	range	of	hills,	and	includes	
the	 visual	 envelopes	 of	 the	 three	 major	 valleys	 which	 encircle	 the	 hills;	 the	 Cree,	 Fleet	 and	 the	
Glenkens.		
	
It	 is	 the	 largest	 RSA	 in	Dumfries	 and	Galloway,	with	 a	 recognition	 that	 all	 parts	 play	 a	 role	 in	 the	
whole.	 The	 overall	 scale	 of	 the	 designated	 area	 results	 in	 some	 parts,	 particularly	 those	 areas	
included	because	of	their	contribution	to	the	wider	view,	being	of	less	internal	scenic	interest	than	
others.	 Examples	 include	 the	 forested	 foothills	 of	 the	Merrick	 and	 the	 Rhinns	 of	 Kells.	 However,	
these	 areas	 form	 the	 setting	 to	 the	 dramatic	 summits	 of	 the	 Galloway	 Uplands,	 and	 so	 warrant	
designation	as	 an	 integral	 part	of	 the	 scenically	 valued	 landscape	of	 the	Galloway	hills,	 to	protect	
them	from	unsuitable	development,	and	encourage	sensitive	management.	
	
3.7.2.3	 Additional	Natural	Heritage	Designations	
There	 are	 numerous	 other	 natural	 heritage	 designations	 within	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 area,	 which	
demonstrate	the	value	of	the	natural	environment	at	a	national	and	international	level	and	make	up	
the	existing	landscape	designations.	Natural	heritage	designations	include:		

• Special	Areas	of	Conservation	(SAC)		
• Special	Protection	Areas	(SPA)		
• Ramsar	sites		
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• Sites	of	Special	Scientific	 Interest	 (SSSI),	 that	can	be	designated	 for	geological	or	biological	
interest		

• Ancient	Woodlands		
	
These	 are	 listed	 in	 detail	 in	 the	 Landscape	 Character	 Assessment	 &	 Historic	 Environment	 Report,	
detailed	in	the	appendix,	and	combine	to	create	a	unique	combination	of	designations.		
	
3.7.3	 Landscape	Character	
The	Landscape	Character	Assessment	undertaken	through	the	Galloway	Glens	Scheme	built	on	the	
1998	Dumfries	&	Galloway	Landscape	Assessment	and	outlined	14	Local	Landscape	Areas	these	are	
detailed	 in	 the	 Landscape	 Character	 Assessment	 &	 Historic	 Environment	 Audit	 report	 but	 are	
summarised	in	the	table	below:	
	

Local	Landscape	Area	 Key	Characteristics	

Corserine	Summit		
! High,	domed	rocky	plateau	with	sculpted	glacial	corries	
! Forest	on	hill	slopes	and	encroaching	on	corries,	limited	other	human	

influence	

Silver	Flowe	Uplands	

! Deep	U	shaped	valleys	between	high	hills	
! Forest	or	moor	covered	slopes	rocky	outcrops	and	screes	higher	up	
! Rare	bog	and	wetland	habitats	on	narrow	valley	floor	
! Some	parts	of	valley	floor	are	forested,	including	around	Loch	Dee	

Clatteringshaws	

! Large	reservoir	encircled	by	rounded	hills	with	forested	slopes	and	open	
tops	

! Dams	and	bridges	as	engineering	structures	
! Accessible	via	the	A712,	with	recreational	facilities	including	visitor	centre,	

car	park	and	walking	trails	

Cairn	Edward	Uplands	
! Rugged	hills	with	extensive	forest	plantations	covering	all	but	the	tops	of	

higher	hills	
! Raiders	Road	Forest	drive	

Kells	Foothills	

! Rugged	hills	descending	from	the	Rhinns	of	Kells	ridge	
! Extensive	forest	plantations	
! Lochans	in	the	corries	
! Drystone	walls	of	local	stone	

Laurieston	Foothills	

! Rugged	hills	extending	south	from	the	Cairn	Edward	Uplands	
! Extensive	forest	plantations	
! Lochans	between	hills	
! Disused	railway	and	routes	through	hills	

Carsphairn	valley	section	

! Sweeping	U	shaped	glacial	valley	
! Moorland	covered	slopes	with	some	forest	areas	
! Walled	enclosures	and	sheep	stells	or	fanks	
! Wet	valley	floor	
! Archaeological	features	
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Dundeugh	valley	section	

! Narrow	valley	passing	Dundeugh	Hill	
! Power	infrastructure	including	a	series	of	reservoirs,	dams,	weirs,	power	

lines	and	power	stations	
! Mixed	and	coniferous	woodland	and	scattered	mature	trees	around	lochs	
! Drystone	walled	enclosures	and	sheep	stells	or	fanks	

Kenmure	valley	section	

! Broad	valley	with	flat	floodplain	with	improved	pasture	on	the	valley	floor	
! Riparian	woodland	along	the	meandering	river,	mixed	and	coniferous	

shelterbelts	on	the	valley	sides	
! St	John’s	Town	of	Dalry	and	New	Galloway	settlements	on	valley	sides	
! Drumlin	hills	on	east	valley	sides,	with	pastures	and	stone	walls	
! Kenmure	Castle	and	archaeological	features	
! Wetlands	on	the	valley	floor	around	the	head	of	Loch	Ken	

Upper	Loch	Ken	valley	
section	

! Flooded	transition	from	forested	hills	to	drumlin	lowland	
! Distinctive	character	change	across	Loch	Ken	
! Undulating	pasture	on	eastern	side	with	mixed	woodland	and	coniferous	

shelterbelts	and	beech	trees	

Castle	Douglas	Drumlin	
Pastures	

! Extensive	drumlin	field	across	low	lying	land	
! Loch	Ken	as	a	flooded	river	with	interlocking	drumlin	bays	and	islands	
! Wall	and	hedge	bounded	undulating	pasture	fields,	with	woodlands	and	

shelterbelts	and	distinctive	tree	clumps	on	drumlin	tops	

Tongland	valley	section	

! Drumlin	lined	valley	with	dammed	river	north	of	Tongland	
! Pasture	fields	with	hedges	and	walls	and	clumps	of	trees	as	shelterbelts	
! Industrial	elements	including	Tongland	Power	Station	with	associated	dam,	

fish	ladder,	and	pylon	lines,	as	well	as	a	former	car	factory	and	an	active	
quarry	

Kirkcudbright	Bay	
! Sheltered	estuary	with	mudflats	and	rocky	shores,	and	low	undulating	

wooded	hill	horizon	all	round	
! Focal	points	of	St	Mary’s	Isle	and	Little	Ross	island 

Mochrum	Fell	Upland	
Fringe	

! Higher	elevation	drumlin	fields	at	the	edge	of	the	Ken	valley,	leading	up	to	
low	moorland	hills	with	forest	areas	and	lochans	

! Forest	plantations	can	be	extensive,	and	contrast	with	smaller	woodlands	
that	respond	to	field	boundaries	

! Wall	and	hedge	bounded	undulating	upland	pasture	fields 

Cairnsmore	Uplands	

! Rolling	Upland	Hills	with	high	rounded	summits	and	broad	moorland	ridges	
of	large	scale	

! Steep	incised	valleys	contain	small	watercourses,	sometimes	enclosed	with	
plantations	

! Extended	areas	of	coniferous	forests	on	lowland	slopes;	open	grass	or	
heather	moor	on	high	ridges	

	
These	 local	 landscape	 areas	 combine	 elements	 of	 landscape,	 biodiversity	 and	 cultural	 heritage	 to	
form	unique	‘special	qualities’.	Often	these	areas	will	be	subject	to	unique	combinations	of	forces	for	
change	and	opportunities.	These	are	detailed	in	the	attached	Landscape	Character	Assessment	and	
summarised	in	Chapter	6	‘Forces	for	Change’.		
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3.7.4	 Dark	Sky	Park	
The	Dark	Sky	Park	makes	up	around	85,000	hectares	of	the	Galloway	Forest	Park	and	encompasses	
the	core	and	buffer	areas	of	the	Galloway	and	Southern	Ayrshire	UNESCO	Biosphere.	The	Dark	Sky	
Park	allows	visitors	to	observe	the	night	sky,	acknowledging	the	lack	of	light	pollution	and	the	quality	
of	the	dark	skies	found	locally.	In	2009	the	Dark	Sky	designation	was	awarded	(one	of	the	first	in	the	
UK)	 and	 since	 then	 thousands	of	 people	have	been	 coming	 to	 look	 at	 the	 amazing	night	 sky.	 It	 is	
beginning	 to	be	capitalised	on	by	 local	businesses	and	highlighted	as	an	attraction	 to	visitors	with	
the	 help	 of	 a	 Biosphere	 Dark	 Sky	 Ranger	 initiative	 that	 saw	 the	 training	 of	 local	 people	 to	 act	 as	
freelance	rangers.	
	
To	illustrate	the	lack	of	light	pollution,	the	Dark	Sky	Park	has	a	Sky	Quality	Meter	(SQM)	scale	reading	
of	21	to	23.6.	The	SQM	scale	runs	from	0	to	25	and,	to	put	it	in	context,	in	the	middle	of	a	major	city	
such	as	Glasgow	or	Edinburgh,	you	would	get	a	reading	of	around	8,	whereas	a	reading	of	24	would	
be	measured	in	a	photographer's	dark	room.	
	
The	Dark	Sky	Park	has	an	interesting	heritage	context	when	one	considers	that	the	light	people	see	
today	actually	started	its	journey	hundreds	of	years	ago.	For	example,	Betelgeuse,	the	red	star	in	the	
top	 left	of	 the	 constellation	of	Orion	 is	600	 light	 years	 from	Earth.	Thus	 light	 from	 the	 star	 visible	
today	emanated	in	the	1400s,	just	after	Threave	Castle	was	built.		
	
3.7.5	 Wild	Land		
‘Wild	 Land’	 is	 an	 area	 defined	 by	 Scottish	 Natural	 Heritage	 as	 benefitting	 from	 a	 number	 of	
characteristics	that	combine	to	create	a	feeling	of	‘wildness’.	These	wilder	landscapes	have	a	distinct	
and	special	character,	which	is	“increasingly	rare	to	find	and	distinguishes	Scotland	from	much	of	the	
rest	 of	 the	 UK	 and	 many	 parts	 of	 Europe.	 A	 key	 component	 of	 Scotland's	 identity,	 they	 bring	
significant	economic	benefits,	attracting	visitors	and	tourists.	Many	people	derive	psychological	and	
spiritual	benefit	from	their	existence,	and	they	provide	increasingly	important	havens	for	Scotland's	
wildlife”	(SNH	Website).		
	
There	are	currently	only	42	‘wild	land	areas’	(WLA)	across	Scotland,	predominately	in	the	North	and	
West	of	the	country,	indeed	only	two	are	in	Southern	Scotland	which	makes	the	Merrick	WLA	area	
very	significant	locally.		
	
The	Merrick	WLA	lies	to	the	west	of	the	Galloway	Glens	area,	and	overlaps	over	the	Craignaw	ridge.	
The	WLA	 is	made	 up	 of	 the	 highest	mountains	 in	 the	 area,	 composed	 of	 open	moor	 or	 exposed	
craggy	 peaks.	 The	 wild	 land	 area	 does	 not	 include	 forest	 plantations.	 The	 WLA	 is	 the	 largest	
remaining	 un-afforested	 area	 of	 upland	 in	 Galloway	 and	 contains	 three	 habitats	 of	 European	
interest:	 blanket	 bog,	 montane	 acid	 grasslands	 and	 wet	 heath.	 The	 wild	 land	 area	 description	
includes	the	rugged	Craignaw	ridge	and	the	Silver	Flowe,	an	extensive	blanket	bog	lying	within	the	
Galloway	Glens	area,	and	is	one	of	the	least	interrupted	undisturbed	mire	systems	in	Europe.	
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3.7.6	 Historic	&	Cultural	Heritage	
The	Scheme	area	contains	a	number	of	historic	environment	sites	and	areas	with	national	and	local	
authority	designations:	
	

Scheduled	Monuments	 34	

Inventory	Gardens	&	Designed	Landscapes	 2	

Properties	in	Care	 2	

Listed	Buildings	(category	A)	 27	

Listed	Buildings	(category	B)	 218	

Listed	Buildings	(category	C)	 190	

Conservation	Areas	 2	

non-Inventory	Gardens	&	Designed	
Landscapes	

29	

Archaeologically	Sensitive	Areas	 5	

Areas	of	Archaeological	Interest	 235	

	
The	 Historic	 Environment	 Audit,	 attached	 in	 the	 appendix,	 drew	 together	 physical	 evidence	 for	
human	activity	-	 including	archaeological	remains,	artefacts,	the	built	environment	and	bio-cultural	
heritage	 -	 with	 elements	 of	 intangible	 cultural	 heritage	 such	 as	 folklore	 and	 traditions.	 It	 has	
highlighted	 the	 chronological	 texture	 of	 the	 area's	 landscapes	 at	 different	 periods	 and	 some	 key	
themes	which	emerge	from	the	evidence.		
	
The	historic	environment	of	the	Galloway	Glens	area	 is	rich	for	many	periods,	but	especially	so	for	
the	early	medieval	and	medieval	periods.	Its	unique	characteristics	create	considerable	potential	to	
engage	 local	 people,	 attract	 research	 and	 stimulate	 conservation	 in	 order	 to	 enhance	 narratives	
about	the	past	and	present	in	the	Galloway	Glens.	
	
3.7.7	 Existing	Management	regime	
The	whole	Galloway	Glens	Scheme	area	falls	within	the	Dumfries	&	Galloway	Council	administrative	
boundary.	This	supports	a	cohesive	and	joined	up	approach	to	landscape	management.		
There	are	a	number	of	governing	policies	and	guidance	that	cover	the	Galloway	Glens	landscape,	
including:	
	

Document	 Author/Lead	 Impact	

Local	Development	
Plan	

Dumfries	&	
Galloway	Council	

Adopted	2014,	guides	future	use	+	development	of	
land	in	town/villages	and	rural	areas.	Supported	by	
supplementary	guidance	notes	including	Forestry	&	
Wind	Power	developments.		

Core	Paths	Plan	
Dumfries	&	
Galloway	Council	

Adopted	2013,	sets	out	the	core	path	provision	in	the	
area	and	handles	addition/removal	from	this	plan.		

Ken/Dee	Catchment	
Management	Plan		

SEPA	
Adopted	2004,	provides	guidance	for	management	of	
land	in	the	catchment	
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Local	Biodiversity	
Plan	

Dumfries	&	
Galloway	
Biodiversity	
Partnership	

Adopted	2009,	identifies	the	priority	habitats	and	
species,	coordinating	protection	activities.	

Local	Flood	Risk	
Management	Plan	–	
Solway	Local	Plan	
District		

Dumfries	&	
Galloway	Council		

Adopted	2016,	identifies	the	challenges	and	supports	
flood	management	efforts	

River	Basin	
Management	Plan	
for	Solway	Tweed	
River	Basin	District	

SEPA	
Adopted	2015,	supports	the	implementation	of	Water	
Framework	Directive	requirements		

Scottish	Forestry	
Strategy	

Forestry	
Commission	
Scotland	

Adopted	2006,	provides	an	overview	of	the	Forestry	
Sector’s	strategy,	aims	and	outcomes	sought	over	the	
next	50	years.		

Regional	Economic	
Strategy	

Dumfries	&	
Galloway	Council	

Adopted	2016,	sets	out	vision	and	aims	for	the	
economy	in	2020	

Regional	Tourism	
Strategy	

Dumfries	&	
Galloway	Council	

Adopted	2016,	sets	out	the	overall	strategy	for	the	
tourism	sector	in	the	region.	

Wild	Land	Strategy	
Scottish	Natural	
Heritage	

Consultation	completed	April	2017,	guidance	awaited	

State	of	the	
Environment	Report	

Dumfries	&	
Galloway	Council	

Published	January	2017,	considers	environmental	
aspects	of	Dumfries	&	Galloway’s	environment	

	
These	 policies	 have	 all	 been	 considered	 and	 acknowledged	 in	 the	 design	 of	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	
Scheme	 to	 ensure	 efforts	 are	 supported	 and	 endorsed	 by	 the	 existing	 management	 regimes.	 Of	
particular	pertinence	 to	 the	Galloway	Glens	 Scheme	are	 the	Core	Paths	Plan,	 the	 Local	 Flood	Risk	
Management	Plan	and	the	Regional	Tourism	Strategy.		
	 	



	

	 40	

	

		3.8	 The	River	
	
The	Water	of	Ken	flows	from	the	hills	above	Carsphairn	and	joins	the	Blackwater	of	Dee	just	north	of	
Parton.	 Downstream	 from	 there,	 it	 is	 known	 as	 the	 River	 Dee	 and	 flows	 southwards	 past	 Castle	
Douglas,	through	Tongland	and	into	Kirkcudbright	Bay.	The	river	is	more	than	60	km	from	source	to	
sea	and	consists	of	a	range	of	habitats,	from	slow	moving	glides	to	tumbling	rapids,	hosting	a	range	
of	 species.	 It	 has	 played	 a	 highly	 significant	 role	 in	 the	 physical	 and	 cultural	 development	 of	 the	
valley.	
	
3.8.1	 Physical	significance	of	river	
3.8.1.1	 Shaping	the	valley	

The	 river	 has	 eroded	 and	
shaped	 much	 of	 the	
surrounding	 valley.	 When	
the	 river	 was	 free	 to	
meander,	 it	 snaked	across	
the	 valley,	 broadening	 its	
base	 and	 regular	 flood	
events	 carried	 nutrient	
rich	 sediments	 onto	 the	
surrounding	 land,	
supporting	 the	
establishment	 of	
agriculture	 and	 today	
giving	 the	 productive	
areas	of	the	valley.	
	

Flooding	of	the	river	is	not	a	recent	phenomenon.	‘Crockett	and	Grey	Galloway’	by	Malcom	Harper,	
(Hodder	and	Stoughton,	1908)	states:		
	
“Well,	at	the	Lammas	[a	festival	between	1	August	and	1	September]	tide,	that	is	to	say	just	as	our	
hay	was	ready	to	be	stacked,	the	Dee	used	to	over-flow,	and	these	Lammas	floods	were	the	terror	of	
all	 the	Deeside	 farmers.	And	 though	 I	was	 only	 a	 very	 little	 boy	at	 the	 time,	 I	 can	 remember	 how	
often	I	was	startled	from	my	bed	with	a	wild	cry,	in	Scots,	that	the	Dee	was	out,	and	about	;	a	wild	
cry	to	arms	against	disaster	and	ruin.	How	we	all	tumbled	from	our	beds,	and	in	the	hastiest	attire	
we	rushed	out	into	the	night,	under	the	light	of	the	stars,	or	by	the	flickering	torches,	the	old	men,	the	
women,	the	males,	and	even	such	children	as	I	was,	each	to	wrest	from	the	waters	some	portion	of	
the	spoils	;	for	our	hay	meant	the	rent	of	the	farm,	the	bread	for	the	winter,	the	daily	loaf	for	many	
days	to	come.	
	
"And	 into	 the	 water	 we	 went,	 and	 snatched	 all	 the	 hay	 that	 could	 be	 saved,	 and	 plunged,	 and	
groaned,	 and	 struggled	 in	 our	 fight	 for	 our	 bread	against	 the	 disastrous	waters.	 I	 can	 still	 see	my	
uncles,	breast	high	in	the	black	flood,	holding	armfuls	of	rescued	hay	above	the	water,	whilst	my	old	
grandfather,	 standing	 in	 the	 loaning	 of	 the	 farm-house,	 pointed	with	 his	 stick	 into	 the	 night,	 and	

CLATTERINGSHAWS	c.	Stuart	Littlewood	
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guarded	the	bestowal	of	the	salvage	in	shrill	Scots.	And	so	we	plunged,	and	struggled,	and	saved,	till	
after	 long	hours	of	work	we	withdrew,	dripping	and	triumphant,	whilst	 the	defeated	Dee	rolled	on	
placidly	into	Grennoch	[now	Woodhall	loch]	,	under	the	pale	light	and	the	stars."	
	
This	description	will	be	familiar	to	farmers	along	the	banks	of	the	Dee	even	today.		
	
3.8.1.2	 A	place	to	call	home	
The	river	forms	an	important	habitat,	supporting	a	wide	range	of	species	and	also	acts	as	a	corridor	
for	 the	movement	of	many	plants	and	animals,	 linking	 fragmented	habitats.	 	Even	species	 such	as	
Red	Squirrels,	bats	and	birds	use	riparian	woodland	to	move	up	and	down	the	valley.	The	river	has	
also	acted	as	a	barrier	and	protection,	at	Ken-Dee	Marshes	nature	reserve,	the	Willow	Tit	benefits	to	
this	day	from	the	presence	of	undisturbed	wet	woodland.	
	
Fish	 populations	 were	 of	 great	 repute	 in	 the	 19th	 Century,	 with	 the	 river	 famed	 for	 its	 Salmon	
population	historically.	
	

Freshwater	Pearl	Mussels,	which	spend	their	early	stages	attached	
to	 Salmonid	 fish,	 were	 also	 once	 abundant.	 In	 the	 D&G	 Natural	
History	 &	 Antiquarian	 Society’	 Transactions	 and	 Journal	 of	
Proceedings’,	James	Johnson	stated,		
“Mr	Bridger	 informs	me	 that	 on	 the	moors	 above	New-Galloway	
station,	 at	 a	 place	 called	 Barns	Water,	 he	 took	 them	 out	 by	 the	
pailful,	but,	strange	to	say,	with	few	pearls,	although	below	this	on	
Slogarie	and	Banks	of	Dee	pearls	are	abundant.”		
	
There	 is	 a	 story	 that	 in	 the	 1930s	 a	 gentleman	 tramp	 called	
'Moses'	 would	 earn	 money	 by	 wading	 into	 the	 Dee	 near	
Glenlochar	 and	 collecting	 freshwater	 mussels	 which	 he	 would	
open	on	the	bank.	 If	he	 found	a	pearl	 in	one	he	would	take	 it	 to	
Ewing's	 the	 Jewellers	 in	 Castle	 Douglas,	 where	Mr	 Ewing	 would	
buy	it	from	him.	Pearls	were	collected	from	river	until	the	1950s.	

	
Perhaps	 as	 a	 result	 of	 the	 healthy	 fish	 populations,	 the	 river	 has	 always	 supported	 a	 strong	otter	
population,	even	when	this	species	was	driven	to	extinction	in	many	other	parts	of	Britain.			
	
The	southern	end	of	 the	Galloway	Glens,	at	Kirkcudbright	Bay	and	the	Solway	Firth,	 is	a	haven	for	
wildlife,	particularly	for	migratory	birds.		
	
The	river	has	directly	supported	human	habitation	of	the	valley	in	many	ways,	including	provision	of	
water	 for	drinking	and	 the	 removal	of	human	waste	products.	Water	quality	has	been	a	 recurring	
issue	 over	 the	 years,	 with	 recent	 issues	 such	 as	 diffuse	 pollution	 sources	 from	 agriculture	 and	
acidification	challenging	water	standards	set	by	the	European	Union	and	the	Scottish	Government.		
	
	 	

RIVER	DEE	PEARL	c.	Alistair	Livingston	
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3.8.2	 Cultural	significance	of	river	
3.8.2.1	 Early	Humans	
When	humans	first	arrived	in	the	area,	the	river	would	have	dominated	the	valley	even	more	so	than	
now,	 forming	 the	 most	 reliable	 and	 safest	 means	 of	 travel	 and	 communication,	 as	 well	 as	 a	
dependable	water	source.	 It	would	have	guided	 initial	visits	 to	and	travel	around	the	area	and	the	
impact	it	had	on	settlement	location	is	still	being	understood.		
	
3.8.2.2	 Settlement		
As	agricultural	practices	were	adopted	and	humans	began	to	settle,	the	river	will	have	continued	to	
be	used	 for	 transport,	 drinking	water	 and	 food	 and	 removal	 of	waste.	 Communications	 and	news	
would	have	travelled	up	the	river,	favouring	people	nearest	the	banks.	Local	place	names	are	often	a	
good	 method	 to	 capture	 the	 historic	 settlement	 activity	 and	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 Area	 shows	 a	
unique	selection	of	Gaelic,	Norse,	Manx	and	Breton	names.	
	
The	river’s	use	as	a	 transport	corridor	has	varied	 from	 informal	use	by	 individuals	 to	more	formal,	
strategic	 transport	 efforts.	 The	 latter	 included	 the	movement	of	marl,	 believed	 to	 transform	poor	
soil	into	an	agricultural	bonanza,	dug	from	the	Carlingwark	Loch.		
	
Transport	 was	 aided	 by	 the	 construction	 of	 the	 Carlingwark	 Canal	 in	 1765,	 now	 an	 overgrown	
channel	between	the	River	Dee	and	the	Loch,	and	plans	were	drawn	up	for	a	more	extensive	canal	
network,	only	a	fraction	of	which	was	ever	built.		
	
Before	 the	 industrial	 revolution,	 water	 was	 one	 of	 the	 most	 reliable	 and	 dependable	 sources	 of	
energy	to	be	harnessed.	A	number	of	corn	and	textile	mills,	with	small	dams,	 lades	and	millponds,	
were	 constructed	 along	 tributaries	 of	 the	 river,	 such	 as	 at	 Grennan,	 Ironmaccanie,	 Shirmers	 and	
Kelton.		
	
3.8.2.3	 Defence	
The	relationship	between	strongholds	and	the	river	is	striking.	Kenmure	Castle,	near	New	Galloway	
has	been	the	seat	of	the	Gordon	family	since	the	13th	Century	and	stands	on	a	partly	natural	mound	
by	the	Ken	which	may	have	been	first	used	for	defence	in	the	early	Middle	Ages	(i.e.	400-900AD).		
	
It	is	said	that	islands	such	as	Threave	and	Burned	Island	were	home	to	the	rulers	of	Galloway	1,000	
years	 ago,	with	 their	 position	 in	 the	 River	 Dee	 providing	 an	 excellent	 defensive	 position.	 Threave	
Castle,	 one	of	 the	most	well-known	and	 visited	 attractions	 in	 the	 area,	was	built	 in	 1369	 and	 still	
stands	on	Threave	island	today.		
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3.8.2.4	 Crossing	the	River	
With	 the	development	of	different	 transportation	methods,	 the	building	of	 formal	 roads	and	 then	
ultimately	rail,	the	need	to	safely	bridge	the	river	became	an	important	driver	of	settlement	location	
and	 layout.	 The	 resulting	 bridges	 also	 becoming	 important	 features	 in	 the	 local	 landscape.	 These	
includes	 Glenlochar	 Bridge,	 which	 adjoins	 a	 large	 Roman	 camp,	 built	 beside	 the	 former	 crossing	
point	of	the	river.		
	
Examples	of	other	river	crossings	include	the	current	Ken	Bridge,	built	by	John	Rennie	in	1821.	This	is	
actually	the	third	bridge	on	the	site	in	modern	times.	The	first	was	destroyed	by	a	flood	in	1806,	and	
the	second	bridge	was	never	completed	as	it	was	destroyed	by	a	flood	while	still	being	built	in	1815.	
The	bridge	has	given	its	name	to	the	neighbouring	hotel	and	is	a	prominent	landmark	locally.		
	
The	Bridge	of	Dee	is	a	village	near	A75	trunk	road	and	takes	its	name	from	bridging	activity	over	the	
years,	both	road	and	rail	crossings.		
	
Tongland	 Bridge	 was	 opened	 in	 1808,	 designed	 by	 the	 world	 famous	 engineer	 Thomas	 Telford.	
Telford	was	actually	born	in	nearby	Langholm	and	unsuccessfully	bid	for	the	Ken	Bridge	construction.	
Shrouded	by	trees	to	the	West,	 this	bridge	 is	 the	first	 to	benefit	 from	weight-saving	hollow	ribbed	
spandrels	 instead	 of	 a	 solid	masonry	 arch.	 This	 bridge,	with	 the	 neighbouring	 remains	 of	 the	Old	
Tongland	Bridge	is	held	in	great	affection	by	local	residents.		
	
Balmaghie	Church	and	Crossmichael	Church	look	across	the	Dee	at	each	other	and	a	ferry	crossing	
used	to	exist	here	to	allow	the	priest	to	travel	between	the	two	congregations.		
	
Loch	Ken	Viaduct	is	the	only	curved	viaduct	of	its	type	remaining	in	Scotland.	A	listed	local	landmark,	
it	used	to	carry	the	train	across	the	Loch	on	the	Carlisle	to	Stranraer	‘Paddy’	line	and	is	thought	to	be	
the	 inspiration	for	 John	Buchan’s	novel,	39	Steps.	Underneath	the	viaduct,	 the	Boat	O’Rhone	ferry	
used	to	carry	pedestrians	and	cars,	operating	until	the	1960s.	The	abandoned	ferry	is	still	visible	on	
the	western	bank	by	the	viaduct.		
	
The	 river’s	 use	 for	 transport	 is	 perfectly	 captured	 in	 Andrew	 Symson’s	 ‘A	 Large	 Description	 of	
Galloway’	(Written	1682,	first	published	in	Edinburgh	1823):	

	

GLENLOCHAR	BRIDGE	with	Hydro	Scheme	Barrage	in	background		
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“above	the	said	island	of	the	Threave,	this	river	is	a	deep	loch,	which	loch	extends	itselfe	into	
the	 river	 of	 Kenn,	 and	 reaches	 as	 far	 as	 the	 Castle	 of	 Kenmuir,	 so	 that	 the	 Vicecount	 of	
Kenmuir	may	easily	transport	himselfe	and	furniture	by	boat	 from	his	Castle	of	Kenmuir,	 in	
the	parish	of	 the	Kells,	 to	another	residence	of	his	 in	 the	parish	of	Corsemichael,	called	the	
Greenlaw,	lying	on	the	east	side	of	Dee;	yea,	so	neer	to	it,	that	sometime	the	inundation	of	
the	river	comes	into	his	cellars	and	lower	roomes.	The	distance	betwixt	the	saids	two	houses	
of	Kenmuir	and	Greenlaw,	which	is	also	the	length	of	the	said	loch,	will	be	about	eight	miles.”	

	
3.8.2.5	 Fishing	
To	access	 the	plentiful	bounty	of	 fish	 in	 the	 river	and	surrounding	coastline,	and	 to	 receive	boats,	
human	settlement	took	place	around	the	river,	often	as	close	as	it	could	be	while	acknowledging	the	
regular	risk	of	flooding.	
	

Local	 fishing	 practices	 such	 as	 Haaf	
netting	 took	 place	 on	 estuaries	 across	
the	 Solway.	 The	 river’s	 regular	 flow	
allowed	the	estuary	to	be	navigable	and	
hence	 Kirkcudbright	 to	 flourish	 as	 a	
fishing	port.	The	first	record	of	shipping	
belonging	 to	 Kirkcudbright	 dates	 to	
1236	 when	 one	 Erkin	 of	 Kirkcudbright	
was	 given	 official	 permission	 to	 sail	 to	
Ireland	 to	 trade	 for	 corn.	 In	 the	 14th	 -	
16th	centuries	records	show	trade	with	
Ireland,	France	&	Spain.	Wool,	woollen	
cloth	and	hides	exported,	and	wine	and	
iron	imported.	
	
As	 the	 nearest	 port	 in	 Scotland	 for	
merchants	 from	 France	 and	 Spain,	 the	

port	prospered	 to	 rank	6th	 in	 Scotland	 in	 terms	of	 its	 customs	value.	 In	1455	 the	 town	became	a	
Royal	 Burgh,	 with	 rights	 of	 self-government,	 and,	 most	 important	 of	 all,	 the	 right	 to	 conduct	
international	trade	through	its	port.	The	records	of	the	burgh	survive	from	1576,	and	the	very	first	
record	concerns	a	dispute	about	a	cargo	of	timber	to	Brittany.		
John	Paul	Jones,	the	founder	of	the	American	Navy,	landed	in	Kirkcudbright	bay	with	the	intention	of	
kidnapping	 the	 Earl	 of	 Selkirk	 illustrating	 the	 positive	 and	 negative	 aspects	 to	 having	 such	 an	
accessible	landing	point.		
	
Kirkcudbright	now	has	a	thriving	fishing	harbour,	constructed	in	1911,	with	boats	tying	up	right	in	
the	centre	of	the	town.	It's	a	working	harbour,	with	its	own	fish	packing	business.	When	the	fleet	is	
in,	the	boats	moor	two	deep	at	the	harbour	quay,	and	the	fishermen	drink	at	the	Steam	Packet	Hotel	
(www.ports.org.uk).	It	is	understood	to	be	one	of	the	busiest	fishing	ports	for	landings	of	king	and	
queen	scallops	in	the	United	Kingdom,	with	the	second	highest	annual	catch,	by	value,	in	Scotland.	
	
	

WOODHALL	LOCH|	View	South	c.	Stuart	Littlewood	
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3.8.2.6	 Religion,	Mythology	and	Folklore		

	
Rivers	have	always	been	significant	for	mythology	and	folklore,	considered	the	method	of	travel	for	
spirits	 and	 to	 provide	 healing	 benefits	 in	 their	 own	 right.	 There	 are	 a	 number	 of	 local	 wells	 and	
springs	 connected	 to	 the	 river,	 including	 the	Green	Well	 of	 Scotland	near	Carsphairn,	which	were	
said	 to	 possess	 healing	 and	 alchemy	properties.	 The	 river	 and	 the	 variation	 in	 habitats	 supported	
and	 continues	 to	 support	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 plants	 and	 other	 ingredients	 for	 home	 remedies	 and	
applications.		
	
Rowan	and	Aspen	 trees	are	still	 found	 in	 the	area,	although	 they	used	 to	be	more	common.	They	
have	a	number	of	folklore	applications.	It	used	to	be	thought	in	Galloway	that	witches	would	prevent	
curds	from	setting	when	making	butter	and	so	butter	making	implements	were	made	from	Rowan	–	
a	tree	hated	by	witches.		
	
There	 are	 a	 number	 of	 Galloway	 Aspen	 clones,	 unique	 to	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 area.	 Aspen	 was	
understood	to	have	supernatural	properties	and	protect	the	wearer	–	it	was	therefore	often	used	to	
make	armour	and	 shields.	Wood	 from	 the	Aspen	 tree	 is	 also	exceptionally	buoyant	 and	 therefore	
had	a	number	of	river	related	uses,	including	making	paddles	and	oars.		
	
	

		3.9	 The	Galloway	Hydro	Scheme	
	
3.9.1	 Background	
In	 the	 20th	 century,	 one	 of	 the	 greatest	 landscape	 changes	 for	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 was	 the	
harnessing	of	water	 for	 the	production	of	electricity.	At	 the	beginning	of	 the	century,	electricity	 in	
the	United	Kingdom	was	provided	 through	a	 series	of	 small,	 regional	power	 supply	networks.	The	
creation	 of	 the	 Central	 Electricity	 Board	 in	 1926	 aimed	 to	 improve	 the	 inefficient	 and	 often	
inconsistent	supply	of	electricity.	This	allowed	for	the	first	time	engineers	to	consider	electricity	on	a	
national	 scale	 and	make	use	of	 generating	opportunities,	 irrespective	of	 their	 proximity	 to	energy	
demand.		
	
3.9.2	 Why	here?	
The	Galloway	region,	with	high	rainfall,	glacially	carved	steep	valleys,	areas	of	marginal	farmland	and	
a	low	population	lent	itself	well	to	Hydro	Scheme	development.	The	Galloway	Hydro	Scheme,	built	in	
the	1930s,	sought	to	capture	the	energy	of	the	water	drawn	from	the	River	Ken,	River	Dee	and	River	

GALLOWAY	HILLS	|	Near	Meikle	Millyea	c.	S.Littlewood	
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Doon	 through	 reservoirs	 at	 Loch	 Doon,	 Kendoon,	 Carsfad,	 Clatteringshaws,	 and	 Tongland.	
Watercourses	 were	 dammed	 to	 create	 reservoirs,	 tunnels	 and	 penstocks	 were	 built	 to	 carry	 the	
water	 to	 power	 stations	 located	 in	 several	 places	 down	 the	 valley.	 A	 network	 of	 electricity	
transmission	lines	was	introduced	to	carry	the	power	away.		
	
The	Galloway	Hydro	Scheme	was	the	first	 large-scale,	 integrated	hydro-electric	complex	to	be	built	
in	Britain	for	the	purpose	of	public	energy	supply.	Each	drop	of	water	can	generate	electricity	up	to	
five	times	as	it	flows	down	the	valley.		
	
3.9.3	 Construction	

	

			
	
	
The	 infrastructure	 includes	 dams,	 pipes	 and	 channels,	 and	 power	 stations	 that	 were	 built	 in	 the	
modernist	 architectural	 style,	 designed	 by	 Scottish	 civil	 engineer,	 Sir	 Alexander	 Gibb.	 At	 peak	 of	
construction,	1,500	workers	were	involved	in	the	Scheme’s	construction.	Such	was	the	nature	of	the	
economic	 depression	 at	 the	 time,	 people	 travelled	 from	 all	 over	 Scotland	 to	 work	 on	 the	 Hydro	
Scheme,	work	that	cost	overall	today’s	equivalent	of	£36m	to	undertake.	Several	men	lost	their	lives	
during	construction,	acknowledged	today	with	a	memorial	plaque	near	Glenlee	Power	Station.		
	
During	World	War	2	 the	power	stations	–	normally	painted	cream	–	were	disguised	 in	camouflage	
colours	in	a	successful	bid	to	prevent	them	being	spotted	and	bombed	by	enemy	aircraft.	
	

HYDRO	SCHEME	DAM	CONSTRUCTION	|	Photos	from	“the	Hydro-Electric	scheme	of	the	Galloway	Water	Power	Company”	(‘engineering’	
journal,	ref.	G(621.3)f)	1934,	courtesy	Dumfries	&	Galloway	Council	Archives	&	Records		
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Although	today	they	are	an	integral	part	of	the	Galloway	landscape,	and	the	power	station	buildings	
are	largely	valued	and	indeed	listed,	early	reactions	were	not	always	positive.		
	
Local	Poet,	W.G.M.	Dobie	wrote	at	the	time:	

“A	raider	comes	today	who	kills		
The	glories	of	our	glens	and	hills		
With	unheroic	acts	and	bills		
and	"Private	Legislation"		
The	Company	promoters	pen		
Will	dam	the	Deugh	and	dam	the	Ken		
and	dam	the	Dee	-	oh	dam	the	men		
Who	plan	such	desecration!”	

	
The	Galloway	Hydro	Scheme	was	ground-breaking	in	many	ways.	A	number	of	other	schemes	were	
explored	at	the	time,	including	on	the	Fleet	and	the	Urr,	but	never	built.		
	
3.9.4	 The	Hydro	Scheme	today	
The	reservoirs	have	created	several	 large	or	small	waterbodies	in	the	area,	which	are	now	enjoyed	
for	 their	scenic	and	recreational	value,	 the	power	stations	and	dams	have	become	hidden	 in	trees	
and	 form	 less	 prominent	 buildings	 than	 they	 would	 have	 been,	 and	 the	 transmission	 lines	 have	
become	part	of	the	fabric	of	the	landscape.	The	overall	scheme,	including	Loch	Doon	and	Drumjohn	
power	 station	 in	 Ayrshire	 has	 a	 maximum	 capacity	 of	 109	 MW	 and	 is	 a	 significant	 national	
contributor	of	clean,	renewable	energy.		
	
Recent	 flooding	events	have	 caused	much	 review	of	 the	hydro	 scheme,	with	a	number	of	 reports	
advising	that	the	impact	of	flood	events	has	been	mitigated	by	the	presence	of	the	Galloway	Hydro	
Scheme	which	is	able	to	accommodate	larger	amounts	of	in-stream	water,	releasing	it	over	a	longer	
period	and	‘blunting	the	impact	of	a	sharp	rainfall	event.		
	
The	Hydro	Scheme	today	is	operated	by	Scottish	Power,	a	member	of	the	Galloway	Glens	Scheme’s	
Partnership	Board.		
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	3.10	 Access	in	and	around	the	Area		
	
3.10.1	 Roads	
Road	 routes	 are	 the	 main	 routes	 along	 which	 local	 people	 and	 visitors	 experience	 the	 Galloway	
Glens	 area.	 These	 routes	 follow	 the	passes	 through	higher	 ground	and	 form	a	network	on	 readily	
accessible	terrain.	The	main	routes	tend	to	be	north-south	following	the	valley	sides,	with	generally	
smaller	roads	connecting	east-west,	except	for	the	A75	trunk	road	that	runs	across	the	southern	part	
of	the	area.	Historical	access	routes	are	often	very	similar	to	modern	day	equivalents.	
	
Elements	 of	 the	 historic	 environment	 show	how,	where	 and	why	 people	 have	moved	 around	 the	
area	 since	 earliest	 times	 -	 from	Mesolithic	 routeways	 through	 the	 uplands	 and	 along	 valleys,	 to	
Roman	and	Hanoverian	military	roads	built	to	control	the	region,	to	a	medieval	pilgrimage	bringing	
the	faithful	to	Whithorn	and	post-medieval	drove	roads	that	brought	cattle	from	the	Carrick	to	the	
Stewartry.		
	
Some	of	 the	 roads	have	been	highlighted	as	visitor	 routes,	 such	as	 ‘the	Galloway	Tourist	Route	 to	
Ayr’	which	runs	down		the	A713	to	Castle	Douglas	and	the	A745	beyond	to	Dalbeattie.	The	Biosphere	
recently	 designated	 its	 third	 ‘Biosphere	 trail’	 the	 Loch	 Ken	 &	 River	 Dee	 Trail,	 which	 runs	 from	
Threave	 Castle	 through	 Glenlochar,	 Mossdale,	 New	 Galloway	 and	 back	 via	 the	 A713	 to	 Castle	
Douglas.		
	
3.10.2	 Trails	

The	 National	 Cycle	 Route	 7	 runs	 through	 the	 south	 of	 the	
Galloway	Glens	area,	along	an	old	military	road	south	of	the	A75	
east	 of	 Castle	 Douglas,	 through	 Castle	 Douglas	 to	 Gelston	 and	
then	along	the	B727	to	Kirkcudbright	before	continuing	west	from	
Kirkcudbright	Bay.		
	
The	Southern	Upland	Way	is	a	popular	long	distance	walking	route	
from	the	west	coast	on	the	Mull	of	Galloway	to	the	east	coast	at	
Cockburnspath	in	the	Scottish	Borders.	The	Southern	Upland	Way	
passes	 through	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 from	 Glen	 Trool	 to	
Clatteringshaws	 Loch,	 on	 to	 New	 Galloway,	 St	 John’s	 Town	 of	
Dalry	and	north	over	Benbrack	towards	Sanquhar.		
	
Water	 routes	 include	 rivers,	 streams	 and	 lochs	 following	 the	
topography.	 These	 water	 routes	 form	 wildlife	 corridors	 through	
the	area,	but	are	not	usual	routes	along	which	people	now	travel,	

except	for	riverside	paths	or	recreational	users	on	the	lochs.		
	
There	 are	 opportunities	 for	 recreation	 in	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 area,	 including	 the	 Galloway	 Forest	
Park,	 which	 is	 accessible	 for	 walking,	 cycling	 and	 crossed	 by	 the	 Raiders	 Road	 forest	 drive.	 An	
example	of	a	recent	and	successful	new	initiative	is	the	Red	Kite	Trail,	a	driving	route	with	a	number	
of	waypoints	around	the	Galloway	Glens	area.		
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	3.11	 How	it	looks	today	
	
3.11.1	 On	the	surface	
Both	 the	geology	and	 the	chemical	 composition	of	 the	bedrocks	and	superficial	deposits	 influence	
the	types	of	soils	that	formed	above	them.	Thin,	less	fertile,	acidic	soils	have	formed	on	high	igneous	
rocks	that	have	been	scraped	by	the	glaciers,	and	richer	soils	occur	on	areas	of	deep	deposits	and	
sedimentary	rocks.		
	
The	types	of	soils	have	in	turn	influenced	the	vegetation,	and	the	variety	of	habitats	and	agricultural	
capacity,	which	in	turn	influenced	where	early	people	went	to	hunt	or	to	start	cultivating	crops,	and	
where	open	moorland	contrasts	with	intensive	agriculture	today.		
	
Open	 moorland	 dominates	 the	 high	 mountains	 on	 these	 thin	 soils,	 and	 commercial	 forests	 have	
been	planted	on	many	of	the	high	slopes	and	lower	uplands,	 interspersed	with	water	bodies,	both	
natural	 and	managed	 through	 the	 hydro	 scheme.	 As	 such,	 the	 Galloway	 Forests	 form	 one	 of	 the	
most	extensive	areas	of	forest	in	the	UK.		
	
3.11.2	 Agriculture	
Today,	 the	 landscape	 of	 the	 Galloway	 Glens	 area	 is	 still	 dominated	 by	 agricultural	 practices,	 and	
there	 is	 a	 strong	 presence	 of	 the	 hydro-electric	 scheme	 that	 runs	 through	 the	 area.	 Traditional	
farming	of	sheep	and	hardy	cattle	is	carried	out	on	the	higher	upland	areas,	while	much	of	the	lower	
areas	are	improved	pasture	lands	over	the	more	fertile	soils	on	the	drumlins.	A	few	areas	are	under	
arable	farming	or	ley	pasture.	Open	moorland	dominates	the	higher	moors	and	hills,	with	extensive	
commercial	forests	planted	on	the	slopes.		
	
Fields	are	bounded	by	walls,	or	a	mixture	of	walls	and	hedges,	with	occasional	modern	fence	lines.	
Walls	are	made	up	of	 local	 rocks	 In	 the	 south,	walls	are	generally	built	of	 flat	 chunky	 rocks	which	
have	been	split	into	relatively	regular	shapes	which	make	sound,	tidy	walls.	Further	north,	walls	are	
built	 of	more	 irregular	 boulders.	 Boundaries	 show	 varied	 levels	 of	maintenance,	with	 fallen	walls	
with	fences	used	as	replacements.		
	
The	area’s	agricultural	heritage	and	contemporary	processes	continue	to	contribute	significantly	to	
the	 sense	 of	 community.	 Factors	 such	 as	 the	 location	 of	markets	 dictate	 associated	 services	 and	

support	 industries.	 Castle	
Douglas’	 recent	 dominance	 of	
the	 local	 livestock	 market	
continues	 to	 attract	 farmers	 in	
the	 north	 of	 the	 area	 to	 the	
Castle	 Douglas	 Market	 today,	
providing	 one	 of	 the	 few	
opportunities	 for	 upland	
farmers	 to	meet	 others,	 either	
for	 business	 or	 socially.	 The	
Butcher’s	 home	 delivery	 van	
used	 to	 operate	 a	 route	which	
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started	 in	Castle	Douglas	and	didn’t	 reach	 some	areas	around	Carsphairn	until	 late	 in	 the	evening	
(known	as	‘The	Midnight	Butcher’s	run’).	These	agricultural	‘hubs’	influence	the	relationships	made	
and	therefor	contribute	to	the	sense	of	community	and,	in	turn,	how	landscape	is	perceived.		
	
3.11.3	 Settlements	
Settlements	 have	 expanded	 from	 their	 historic	 cores,	 to	 include	 more	 recent	 suburban	 housing	
estates	which	 often	 adopt	 cul-de-sac	 arrangements	 and	 ‘off	 the	 shelf’	 housing	 designs.	 There	 are	
relatively	few	industrial	areas	such	as	business	parks	around	settlements,	although	some	areas	have	
had	an	industrial	past,	for	example	around	Tongland.		
	
Many	country	estates	with	designed	 landscapes	are	situated	 in	 the	Galloway	Glens	area,	giving	an	
‘estate’	character	to	parts	of	the	landscape,	with	policy	woodlands	and	shelterbelts.	Twenty-nine	of	
these	are	identified	as	gardens	and	designed	landscapes	by	the	Council,	although	only	two	are	listed	
on	the	Historic	Environment	Scotland	inventory.	
	
3.11.4	 Significance	of	the	local	landscape	
Chapter	5	‘Statement	of	Significance’	aims	to	draw	together	these	tangible	and	intangible	landscape	
features	 into	 an	 overview	 of	 the	 defining	 characteristics	 of	 the	 local	 landscape	 in	 its	 broadest	
possible	sense.		
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