
	
	



	

	 55	

		5.1	 Background	
	
The	studies	undertaken	through	the	Development	phase,	coupled	with	feedback	from	consultation	
efforts,	has	given	the	Galloway	Glens	Scheme	a	really	good	understanding	of	the	local	landscape	in	
its	broadest	sense.		
	
The	Galloway	Glens	project	 area	 is	 a	unique	 juxtaposition	of	 landscape	 types,	 resulting	 from	both	
natural	and	human	influences.	Habitats	and	landforms	vary	from	the	pristine	bogs	and	wild	lands	to	
the	heavily	managed	 forests,	 river	valley	and	urban	areas.	This	mixture	of	 ‘natural’	and	 ‘managed’	
brings	 its	 own	 range	 of	 challenges	 to	 overcome,	 but	 has	 inspired	 generations	 of	 visitors	 and	
residents.		
	
Formal	designations	abound	in	the	Scheme	area	and	this	section	of	the	document	seeks	to	build	on	
the	 findings	 of	 Chapter	 3	 ‘The	 Landscape	 of	 the	 Galloway	 Glens’	 and	 clarify	 how	 these	 formal	
designations	 of	 value	 combine	 with	 the	 less	 tangible	 qualities	 of	 the	 area	 to	 make	 a	 unique	
landscape	with	international	significance.		
	
	

		5.2		 Formal	Designations	of	Significance	
	
5.2.1	 Landscape	

	
The	local	landscape	is	characterised	by	the	juxtaposition	of	different	landscape	character	types	and	
how	they	relate	to	the	common	thread	of	the	river.	Upper	areas	are	characterised	by	slow	moving	
water,	 through	peatland	 such	as	 Silver	 Flowe	and	on	moorland.	As	 the	 river	progresses	down	 the	
valley,	 it	 starts	 to	 influence	 the	 landscape	 more	 through	 the	 low	 and	 wide	 valley,	 formerly	
floodplain.		
	

AERIAL	VIEW	|		Looking	West	towards	Loch	Ken	
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The	Hydro	Scheme,	while	a	 relatively	contemporary	 installation,	has	had	a	 significant	 influence	on	
this	 ‘landscape	 of	 power’	 –	 visible	 not	 only	 through	 the	 dams,	 turbine	 houses	 and	 reservoirs	
themselves,	but	also	the	associated	support	infrastructure	including	pylons	and	substations.		
	
A	 number	 of	 formal	 designations	 highlight	 the	 significance	 of	 the	 local	 landscape,	 including	 the	
Galloway	Hills	 and	 Solway	 Coast	 Regional	 Scenic	 Areas,	Wild	 Land	 areas	 and	 the	Galloway	 Forest	
Park,	the	largest	Forestry	Park	in	Scotland.	The	Galloway	Dark	Sky	Park,	designated	in	2009	officially	
recognised	the	quality	of	the	dark	skies	in	the	area,	with	particularly	dark	parts	focussed	around	the	
Galloway	Forest	Park.		
	
5.2.2	 Natural	Heritage	
5.2.2.1	 Species	
The	Galloway	Glens’	location	on	a	common	migratory	route,	in	close	proximity	to	the	Solway	Firth,	
means	the	area	has	an	enviable	resident	and	transitory	population	of	birds	and	other	species,	as	well	
as	a	notably	broad	population	of	resident	species	and	habitats,	often	based	on	or	around	the	river	
itself.	 ‘Flagship’	 local	 species	 include	 Red	 Squirrels,	 Red	 Kites,	 invertebrates	 and	 numerous	 fish	
species	 including	 Salmon	 and	 Pike.	 Certain	 Invasive	 Species	 have	 also	 come	 to	 define	 the	 natural	
heritage	of	the	area.	Loch	Ken	and	the	Lower	Dee	were	one	of	the	first	places	in	Scotland	to	record	a	
population	of	American	 Signal	Crayfish.	 The	 crayfish	has	been	 the	 subject	of	much	media	 interest	
and	discussion	over	recent	years	with	concerns	raised	about	impact	on	fish	species	in	the	loch	and	
the	effect	on	the	surrounding	ecosystem.		
	
5.2.2.2	 Habitats	
The	area	includes	Special	Areas	of	Conservation	(SAC),	Special	Protection	Areas	(SPA),	Sites	of	Special	
Scientific	 Interest	 (SSSIs),	 Ancient	Woodlands	 and	 a	whole	 suite	 of	 designations	 that	 highlight	 the	
importance	of	the	natural	heritage.		
	
These	are	detailed	 in	 the	Landscape	Character	Assessment	&	Historic	Environment	Audit	 report	 in	
the	appendix	but	might	be	best	encapsulated	by	the	‘Loch	Ken	&	River	Dee	Marshes’	RAMSAR	site.	
The	 United	 Kingdom	 only	 has	 174	 RAMSAR	 sites,	 with	 the	 ‘Loch	 Ken	 &	 River	 Dee	 Marshes’	
supporting		

“internationally	 important	 roosting	 numbers	 of	
Greenland	white-fronted	geese	and	Icelandic	greylag	
geese.	 There	 are	 four	 nationally	 important	 aquatic	
plants	 and	 three	 nationally	 important	 aquatic	
invertebrates	found	within	the	wetland	complex.	The	
site	 is	 a	 diverse	 and	 complex	 water	 system	 with	
opportunities	 for	 environmental	 education	 and	
research.”	
	
5.2.2.3	 Ecosystem	
The	 species	 and	 habitats	 combine	 to	 create	 the	
Galloway	 Glens	 Ecosystem	 and	 it	 is	 important	 to	
consider	the	broader	ecosystem	and	the	‘ecosystem	
services’	provided.	An	‘ecosystem	services’	approach	
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is	a	relatively	recent	concept,	defined	as			
	
“a	 framework	 for	 looking	 at	 whole	 ecosystems	 in	 decision	 making,	 and	 for	 valuing	 the	
ecosystem	services	they	provide,	to	ensure	that	society	can	maintain	a	healthy	and	resilient	
natural	environment	now	and	for	future	generations.”	(www.gov.uk)		

	
The	 Galloway	 Glens	 area	 is	 fortunate	 to	 make	 up	 part	 of	 the	 Galloway	 &	 Southern	 Ayrshire	
Biosphere	(‘the	Biosphere’),	an	organisation	aiming	to	encourage	this	ecosystem	services	approach	
to	decision	making	and	acting	as	a	national	exemplar	of	this	methodology.	The	Biosphere,	the	first	of	
its	type	in	Scotland,	was	designated	by	UNESCO	in	2012.	The	designation	of	the	Biosphere	was	the	
culmination	 of	 a	 number	 of	 years	 of	 work	 by	 a	 range	 of	 partner	 agencies	 trying	 to	 capture	 the	
significance	of	the	natural	heritage	and	the	relationship	between	people	and	the	environment	in	this	
area.	As	such	it	aligns	extremely	well	with	the	aims	and	vision	of	the	Galloway	Glens	Scheme.		
	
5.2.3	 Cultural	Heritage	
The	historic	environment	of	the	study	area	is	rich	for	many	periods,	but	especially	rich	for	the	early	
medieval	and	medieval	periods.	The	historic	environment	record	for	the	study	area	contains	3,342	
entries,	 some	of	which	 are	 also	 listed	buildings	 and	 scheduled	monuments.	 Full	 details	 are	 in	 the	
Landscape	Character	Assessment	&	Historic	Environment	Audit	 in	 the	Appendix	but	about	half	are	
post-medieval	 or	 early	 modern	 to	 modern	 and	 just	 under	 a	 third	 are	 late	 to	 post	 medieval;	 the	
remainder	are	prehistoric,	Roman	or	early	medieval	to	medieval.		
	

The	 formal	 designations	 indicate	 the	
significance	 of	 the	 cultural	 heritage	 to	 the	
local	 landscape.	 This	 could	 be	 illustrated	 by	
so	many	examples	but	High	Cornarroch	cairn	
is	 a	 great	 illustration.	 High	 Cornarroch,	 a	
Neolithic	Long	Cairn	on	the	Silver	Flowe	was	
only	discovered	in	2012.	The	Canmore	entry	
states:	“This	possible	long	cairn,	survives	in	a	
poor	 state	 of	 preservation.	 Three	 large	
upright	stones	form	the	forecourt	facade	and	
a	 spread	 of	 stones,	 including	 kerbing	
indicates	 the	

original	
extent	of	the	
monument.		

	
The	 cairn	 is	 situated	 in	 a	 commanding	 position	 at	 a	 relatively	 high	
altitude	(c.220m),	and	appears	to	exist	in	isolation”.	This	may	be	one	
of	the	earliest	burial	monuments	 in	Scotland	and	the	choice	of	site	
location,	very	close	to	the	source	of	the	Dee	is	still	under	discussion.		
	
The	 Historic	 Environment	 Record	 for	 the	 area	 is	 of	 international	
significance,	not	only	in	terms	of	quantity	but	also	quality	of	entries.		

POLMADDY	SETTLEMENT	|	Corn	Kiln	c.	Andrew	Nicholson	

HILL	CROSS	|	Holm-of-Daltallochan-cross						
c.	Andrew	Nicholson	
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5.2.4	 Summary	of	Formal	Designations	
The	Galloway	Glens	area	forms	part	of	a	number	of	formally	designated	areas	of	natural	or	cultural	
interest.	These	combine	to	create	a	unique	environment	of	heritage	assets,	habitats	and	species	that	
are	 deemed	 to	 be	 of	 regional,	 national	 or	 international	 significance.	 These	 designations	 are	
summarised	in	the	following	figure	
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	5.3	 Informal	interpretations	of	Significance	
	
Throughout	the	Scheme’s	Development	stage,	considered	landscape	in	its	broadest	possible	sense.	
Reviewing	 the	outputs	 of	 the	 consultation	 and	distilling	 the	work	 undertaken	 through	 the	 studies	
commissioned,	a	number	of	 landscape	 influences	become	clear.	When	combined,	these	contribute	
to	 the	 unique	 landscape	 of	 the	 Galloway	Glens	 area	 and	will	 be	 at	 the	 fore-front	 of	 the	 Delivery	
stage	of	the	Scheme.		
	
5.3.1	 ‘A	Landscape	of	Energy’	
From	 early	 efforts	 to	 harness	 the	 river	 to	 power	 mills,	 through	 the	 construction	 of	 the	 Hydro	
Scheme,	to	more	recent	developments	such	as	the	renewables	revolution	including	wind	energy	and	
biomass,	the	local	landscape	has	always	sought	to	capture	energy.	The	Hydro	Scheme	is	a	common	
thread	through	the	area,	with	the	associated	pylons	built	to	distribute	the	electricity	generated.	It	is	
a	 contemporary	 story	 but	 one	 of	 the	 most	 tangible	 for	 residents	 and	 visitors,	 giving	 the	 area	 a	
unique	 feel.	 It	 is	 notable	 that	 the	 Hydro	 Scheme,	 like	 a	 number	 of	 new	 developments	 was	 not	
universally	welcomed	 initially	but	as	 the	area	has	adjusted	 to	align	with	 the	changed	 landscape;	a	
tangible	sense	of	pride	has	arisen	for	the	scheme,	its	significance	in	history,	its	associated	buildings	
and	even	the	contribution	of	electricity.		
	
5.3.2	 ‘Not	as	‘Natural’	as	it	seems	
At	first	glance	to	visitors	or	people	new	to	the	area,	the	natural	heritage	can	be	seen	as	untouched	
and	 completely	 natural,	 but	 actually	 the	Galloway	Glens	 area	 is	 largely	 a	 controlled	 and	modified	
landscape.	It	is	subject	to:	

• local	influences	–	such	as	the	decisions	of	landowners,	
• national	influences	–	such	as	forestry	&	agricultural	policies	and	invasive	species,	and		
• global	influences	–	such	as	climate	change	and	increasing	flood	events.		

	
Water	levels	throughout	the	area	are	tightly	managed	through	the	Hydro	Scheme,	with	water	levels	
depending	in	part	on	the	energy	demands	and	electricity	market.		
The	agriculturally	productive	areas	of	the	Lower	Dee,	around	Kirkcudbright	and	up	to	Castle	Douglas,	
are	 intensively	 farmed	 and	 subject	 to	 agricultural	 policies	 and	
subsidy	 regimes.	 Similarly,	 forestry	policies	 and	 regimes	 influence	
the	forested	areas	in	the	upper	reaches	of	the	valley.	
	
5.3.3	 “All	roads	lead	through	Galloway”	
The	proximity	of	the	sea	and	relatively	simple	accessibility	by	land	
from	Scotland’s	Central	belt,	England	and	Ireland	means	Galloway	
today	 has	 been	 shaped	 by	 a	 range	 of	 outside	 influences,	 either	
passing	 through	 or	 settling	 in	 the	 area.	 The	Historic	 Environment	
Audit	draws	these	out	 in	more	detail,	advising	“how	Galloway	sat	
at	the	crossroads	in	a	thoroughly	connected	and	extensive	world	in	
the	late	1st	millennium	AD.”	 It	 is	striking	that	Galloway	has	objects	
of	 interest	from	virtually	every	recognised	era	and	period	through	
history.		

MILE	PLATE	c.	Stuart	Littlewood	
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This	 constant	 series	 of	 influences	
have	left	their	unique	mark	on	the	
area,	 each	 providing	 an	 influence	
on	the	 landscape	either	physically	
or	 how	 it	 is	 perceived	and	 valued	
by	 residents	 and	 visitors	 to	 the	
area.	Examples	include:	

• the	 Roman	 remains	 at	
Glenlochar	fort		

• the	 recent	 discovery	 of	
the	 Galloway	 Viking	
Hoard	 near	 Balmaghie,	
along	 with	 other	 finds	 of	
Pottery	fragments	found	originating	from	the	Middle	East	and	Norman	artefacts	

• the	use	of	Gaelic,	Norse	and	Bretonic	place	names,	such	as	Carsphairn	(Cars	fearna	–	“The	
Low	Ground	where	Alders	grow”),	The	common	use	of	‘Kirk’	in	Kirkcudbright,	and	Threave,	
thought	to	derive	from	the	Breton	‘Trev’	meaning	homestead.		

	
The	Natural	Heritage	also	picks	up	this	theme	of	transit	through	the	area,	evident	through	the	large	
numbers	of	migratory	and	transitory	species	such	as	Greenland	White	Fronted	Geese	and	Salmon.	
	
5.3.4	 Arrivals	&	Departure	
Separate	 to	 this	notion	of	 ‘transit	 through	the	area’,	 the	arrival	and	then	departure	of	 residents	 is	
also	a	common	theme,	both	in	a	broader	picture	and	when	considering	individuals.	A	feature	of	the	
area	 is	 the	 departure	 of	 younger	 people,	 often	 returning	 either	 later	 in	 their	 working	 life	 or	 for	
retirement.	 The	 need	 to	 both	 depart	 and	 then	 return	 has	 been	 a	 common	 story,	 and	 contributes	
towards	 the	number	of	 large	houses	and	country	estates,	 such	as	Threave	House,	which	was	built	
using	funds	raised	elsewhere.		
	
It	is	also	striking	that	many	of	the	famous	residents	in	the	area	often	travelled	away	for	portions	of	
their	life,	such	as	James	Clerk	Maxwell,	who	retired	near	Parton,	or	S.R.	Crockett	who	grew	up	in	the	
area	 but	 based	 a	 number	 of	 his	 books	 on	 his	 travels.	 This	 is	 also	 evidenced	 in	 microcosm	 by	 3	
neighbouring	 families	 from	 the	 Glenkens	 (John	 Kennedy,	 James	 McConnel,	 Adam	 and	 George	
Murray)	who	left	the	area	to	move	to	Manchester	during	the	industrial	revolution.	They	made	their	
fortunes	 in	 the	 Cotton	 industry	 and	 ultimately	 moved	 back	 to	 the	 Glenkens	 –	 even	 buying	 the	
estates	 of	 the	 people	 for	whom	 their	 families	 had	 previously	worked	 (‘To	 Grasp	 an	Opportunity’,	
William	Kennedy,	Shieldquest	2016).		
	
A	significant	portion	of	the	area’s	wealth,	both	now	and	through	history,	was	earned	elsewhere,	and	
was	 therefore	dependant	on	departure	 from	 the	area.	However,	 the	draw	 to	 return	 is	 strong	and	
this	 has	 influenced	 a	 whole	 range	 of	 landscape	 styles	 and	 drawn	 in	 external	 influences	 on	
architecture,	land	management	and	landscape	design.	
	
	
	

GLENLOCHAR	ROMAN	FORTS	&	CAMPS	c.	Andrew	Nicholson	
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5.3.5	 An	embattled	landscape	

The	 area's	 complex	 history	 during	 the	
medieval	 period	 is	 one	 of	 political	 and	
military	 tumult	 and	 shifting	 loyalties	
against	 a	 relatively	 consistent	 backdrop	
of	strong	Galwegian	identity.	Through	the	
medieval	 period,	 the	 Galwegian	 lordship	
manoeuvred	 carefully	 to	 keep	
neighbouring	 political	 heavyweights	 at	 a	
respectful	distance.	The	area	developed	a	
significant	 reputation	 due	 to	 its	 martial	
culture	 and	 as	 ‘a	 reservoir	 of	 military	
man-power’.	 The	 distance	 of	 the	 area	
from	 the	population	 centres	and	 relative	
crowns	 meant	 a	 strong	 element	 of	
independence	 existed	 and	 it	 was	 efforts	
to	 overcome	 this	 that	 required	 such	 a	
dominant	 series	 of	 strongholds	 to	 be	

built.	 These	 have	 influence	 upon	 the	 local	 landscape	 even	 today,	 dictating	 settlement	 patterns,	
designed	landscapes	and	landforms	and	on	a	contemporary	basis	supporting	visitor	attractions	and	
amenities.	This	 is	embodied	by	Threave	Castle,	as	well	as	a	number	of	 identified	Mottes	and	other	
fortified	houses	such	as	Earlstoun	and	Kenmure	
Castle,	 which	 give	 a	 visitor	 to	 the	 area	 the	
feeling	of	an	embattled	landscape.		
	
5.3.6	 Religion	and	Resistance	
Churches	 (or	 ‘kirks’)	 are	 a	 dominant	 feature	 in	
the	 local	 landscape,	 and	 religion	 has	 played	 a	
significant	part	 in	the	area’s	history.	As	recently	
as	1980,	Balmaghie	parish	built	a	Church	Hall	to	
handle	 congregation	activities.	A	mere	30	 years	
later	 the	 Church	 and	 Church	 Hall	 have	 been	
closed	 and	 are	 for	 sale	 due	 to	 dwindling	
congregations.	 This	 lack	 of	 religious	 observance	
is	not	a	trend	unique	to	the	Galloway	Glens	Area	
but	 it	 is	 particularly	 notable	 due	 to	 the	
significance	 the	 religious	 buildings	 and	
structures	 have	 in	 the	 area.	 Increasingly	 the	
religious	 buildings	 are	 being	 converted	 into	
residential	 properties	 and	 remaining	 churches	
are	hosting	fewer	services.		
The	decline	of	formalised	religion	locally	 is	even	
more	 significant	when	 set	 against	 the	 historical	
background	 of	 religious	 debate,	 activism	 and	

THREAVE	CASTLE		

DALRY	CHURCH	c.	Stuart	Littlewood	



	

	 62	

even	 conflict.	 The	 Galloway	 Glens	 played	 a	 vital	 role	 in	 the	 history	 of	 the	 Covenanters	 and	 the	
subsequent	 ‘Killing	 Times’.	 The	 ‘Pentland	 Rising’,	 named	 after	 the	 location	 of	 the	 final	 battle,	 is	
sometimes	referred	to	locally	as	‘The	Dalry	Rising’,	as	it	was	here	that	it	started	in	1666.		
	
Resistance	was	not	just	on	matters	of	religion.	The	‘Galloway	Levellers’	sought	to	resist	the	process	
of	agricultural	improvement	and	the	reduction	in	manpower	requirements.	Their	activity	peaked	in	
the	1720s	and	formed	part	of	the	broader	‘lowland	clearances’	period.	A	number	of	local	landscape	
features	 relate	 to	 this	 time,	 including	 the	 Kelton	 Dyke	 which	 was	 saved	 from	 demolition	 by	 the	
action	of	the	local	minister	who	was	able	to	negotiate	with	the	levellers.			
	
All	of	these	factors	contribute	towards	the	unique	and	significant	religious	and	resistance	aspect	of	
the	landscape,	visible	through	physical	structures,	such	as	the	Covenanter	graves,	but	also	through	
the	more	intangible	qualities	of	the	area	and	the	passions	and	interests	of	its	people.	
	
5.3.7	 Inspiration	 –	
‘light	and	dark’	
Many	literary	figures	have	
been	 inspired	 by	 the	
Galloway	 Glens	 Area,	
including	 Robert	 Burns,	
who	 reputedly	 based	
‘Tam	 o’	 Shanter’	 on	 the	
landscape	 around	 Dalry.	
In	 July	1793	Robert	Burns	
stayed	 with	 William	
Gordon’s	 grandson	 John	
at	 Kenmure	 Castle	 for	
three	 days,	 then	 sailing	
down	Loch	Ken	to	Airds	of	
Kells	 before	 travelling	
through	 the	 hills	 to	
Kirkcudbright	 via	
Gatehouse	 of	 Fleet.	 A	
thunderstorm	 broke	 out,	
inspiring	 Burns	 to	
compose	 the	 first	 part	 of	
’Scots	Wha	Hae’,	which	he	
completed	 on	 his	 return	
to	 Dumfries	 after	 his	
journey	 through	 the	
Galloway	Glens.	

John	Buchan	based	his	novel	39	Steps	on	the	railway	line	running	from	Castle	Douglas	to	Gatehouse,	
and	 S.R.Crockett’s	 book	 ‘The	 Raiders’	 has	 given	 the	 ‘Raiders	 Road’	 name	 to	 the	 forestry	 drive	
between	Mossdale	and	New	Galloway.		
	

‘TOWN	PARK,	NEW	GALLOWAY’		James	Faed	Jnr	
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The	area	has	 inspired	key	scientists,	 including	the	afore-mentioned	James	Clerk	Maxwell,	who	was	
the	 first	person	 to	 formally	 recognise	 that	electricity,	magnetism	and	 light	were	manifestations	of	
the	 same	 phenomenon.	 Scotland’s	 first	 hydro-electric	 scheme	was	 built	 here.	 Some	 of	 Scotland’s	
earliest	agricultural	improvements	were	made	nearby,	including	the	controlled	breeding	of	Galloway	
cattle,	the	invention	of	deep	ploughs	that	could	plough	through	peatland,	and	the	pioneering	ways	
to	grow	conifer	trees	on	peaty	moorlands.	
	
As	well	as	inspiring	scientists,	artists	flocked	to	the	Kirkcudbright	area	from	the	1880s	onwards	to		

	
form	the	Kirkcudbright	Artist’s	Colony.	This	happened	for	a	number	of	reasons	but	particularly	the	
natural	 light	 which	 was	 felt	 to	 be	 most	 conducive	 to	 creating	 great	 artwork.	 There	 was	 a	 close	
association	with	 the	 ‘Glasgow	Boys’	phenomenon,	and	many	of	 the	country’s	 leading	 figures	were	
inspired	by	the	area,	including	E	A	Hornel,	William	Mouncey,	Charles	Oppenheimer,	Jessie	M	King,	E	
A	Taylor	and	S	J	Peploe.	These	artists	and	craftspeople	produced	an	extensive	body	of	work..		
		
The	attraction	in	the	19-20th	centuries	due	to	the	quality	of	the	light	is	an	interesting	juxtaposition	to	
the	more	 recent	 acknowledgement	 of	 the	 quality	 of	 the	 darkness	 in	 the	 area.	 The	 Dark	 Sky	 Park	
recognises	this,	providing	nationally	important	opportunities	for	astro	viewing	and	photography.	The	
lack	of	local	light	pollution	is	in	part	due	to	the	formal	designations.		
	
It	was	the	quality	of	the	light	that	drew	people	to	the	area	previously	and	now	it	is	the	quality	of	the	
darkness.		
	 	

‘Barnacles	and	Greylag	Geese	Ken	Valley	towards	Rhins	of	Kells	(1987)’		c.Donald	Watson	
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5.4	 Pulling	these	themes	together	
	
The	Galloway	Glens	 Scheme	 is	 based	on	 a	 river	 valley	with	 a	 number	 of	 unique	 features	 that	 are	
obvious	even	to	a	visitor,	such	as	the	Galloway	Hydro	Scheme,	the	influence	of	the	river	and	the	wild	
and	remote	areas	of	the	Galloway	Forest	Park.	These	immediate	observations	are	complemented	by	
a	 unique	 range	 of	 formal	 designations	 covering	 the	 natural	 and	 cultural	 Heritage	 of	 the	 area.	 In	
addition,	the	Galloway	Glens	Scheme	has,	through	the	Development	phase,	worked	with	the	people	
of	 the	 area	 to	 try	 to	 capture	 the	 intangible	 qualities	 of	 the	 local	 landscape.	 These	might	 not	 be	
immediately	 obvious	 to	 a	 visitor	 but	 are	 known	 to	 residents.	 It	 is	 the	 combination	 of	 these	
considerations	that	form	this	unique	landscape	and	evidence	the	significance	of	the	local	area.		
	
The	 Landscape	Partnership	 should	 respect	 and	work	with	 these	unique	 characteristics	 throughout	
the	Delivery	stage	to	leave	all	aspects	of	landscape	better	protected,	better	understood	and	better	
able	to	accommodate	change	into	the	future.		
	

	
	

	

	

	

	

	

A	Greenland	White-Fronted	Goose	c.Angus	Hogg	
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A	LANDSCAPE	OF	POWER	|	images	courtesy	of	Stuart	Littlewood	and	Morag	Paterson	


