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Executive Summary 

This study combines a review of the local character of the landscapes in the Galloway Glens Landscape 

Partnership area with an audit of the area's historic environment, in order to inform a Landscape 

Conservation Action Plan as part of a stage 2 bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the delivery phase of 

the landscape partnership. 

Landscape Character Assessment 

The Landscape Character Assessment has considered the way in which topography, land use and 

settlement of the area have combined to create unique places, to which people living or visiting the areas 

can relate.  The study has identified local character areas, using as a starting point the landscape 

character types identified in a 1998 regional scale study of Dumfries and Galloway.  These draw out 

aspects of the landscape that give these local areas a sense of place within the area as a whole.  Local 

landscape areas range from the settings around places, such as the visual envelope of hills seen from 

Clatteringshaws Loch, and Kirkcudbright Bay and its fringe of wooded hills, to sections of the valley that 

differ in character, such as the U shaped upland area north of Carsphairn and Loch Ken as it passes the 

foot of the steep forested form of Cairn Edward.  

The Galloway Glens is a unique valley system carved by glaciers that travelled north to south leaving a 

series of corries in the hills, U shaped valleys and an extensive drumlin field across a broad lowland area 

before the valley narrows and meets the sea in the sheltered Kirkcudbright Bay.  The geomorphology of 

the area has pristine examples of corries on Corserine and drumlins around Loch Ken, and a wide array of 

habitats from open summit moorland, blanket bog, coniferous forest and estate woodland, rough, semi-

improved and improved pasture and arable land, wetland environments around lochs and rivers, and 

coastal flats, salt marshes to rocky shores and open sea.  The Galloway Glens therefore provides a full 

cross section of landscapes from source to sea within the River Ken/River Dee catchment area.  The 

Galloway Hydroelectric Scheme has created a series of water bodies of varying sizes and characters, from 

small upland lochans to Clatteringshaws Reservoir or Loch Ken, with a network of dams, aqueducts, pipes 

and power stations that form what is now a well-hidden series of industrial heritage features. 

Forces for change include climate induced changes to vegetation and agricultural potential; human 

development pressures from coniferous forestry to windfarms or enlargement of farm businesses; and 

the pressures for maintenance that are the result of time passing – the aging of trees and woodlands, and 

the need to maintain stone dykes and other field boundaries.  

The Landscape Partnership opens up opportunities for projects to tackle some of the results of these 

pressures, through hands-on projects like woodland management and tree planting, or supporting 

heritage skills such as walling that are essential to maintain the character of the landscapes in this area.  

Encouraging people’s connections with the landscape both physically through paths and viewpoints that 

people can visit but also through communication, with appropriate interpretation at key locations, or 

online information about environmental or historical things to see on walks.  The partnership bodies 

could influence the larger scale development issues in the area through enabling people to be more 
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involved in the planning of forest replanting for example, through support for community events or 

workshops at which local people can influence forest plans. Partnership projects relating to changes 

through windfarm development could range from identifying a series of key views from viewpoints that 

could be protected, to supporting sport events such as cycling or running events that make use of 

windfarm tracks into the hills. 

Overall, the Galloway Glens encompasses a complete transition from high mountains to the sea over a 

relatively short distance, with a huge range of environments that have been used in different ways by 

people ever since early settlement and that open up a wide range of potential projects through which the 

Partnership can re-engage people with their surroundings. 

Historic Environment Audit 

The Historic Environment Audit drew together physical evidence for human activity - including 

archaeological remains, artefacts, the built environment and bio-cultural heritage - with elements of 

intangible cultural heritage such as folklore and traditions.  It has highlighted the chronological texture of 

the area's landscapes at different periods and some key themes which emerge from the evidence.   

Elements of the historic environment show how, where and why people have moved around the area 

since earliest times - from Mesolithic routeways through the uplands and along valleys, to Roman and 

Hanoverian military roads built to control the region, to a medieval pilgrimage bringing the faithful to 

Whithorn and post-medieval drove roads that brought cattle from the Carrick to the Stewartry.   

Different cultural, political or linguistic identities prevailed at different points.  British, Anglian, Norse and 

Gaelic place names and material culture are the relics of successive waves of identity and control during 

the second half of the 1st millennium AD.  In the medieval period, the lordship of Galloway emerged as a 

strong expression of Galwegian identity in the face of a strong centralising power. 

Certain areas had considerable significance as landscapes of power and resistance.  The valley around 

Carsphairn was significant to early prehistoric communities over the course of perhaps 2,000 years, and 

marked by monuments.  The stretch of broad, fertile valley between Glenlochar and Castle Douglas 

became a centre of political and religious power from the mid 1st millennium BC, as evident in the 

settlement pattern, the abundance and quality of metalwork deposited as votive offerings, and the 

positioning of the Roman military complex close by.  In the 17th century, the parishes of Dalry, 

Balmaclellan, Kells and Carsphairn were hotbeds of Covenanter dissent and conflict.   

Evidence for how communities lived from the land and sea comes from a range of sources, contexts and 

time periods, from later prehistoric farming settlements on the upland fringes to monastic granges and 

fermtouns in the Glenkens to sea-borne trade and smuggling in the post-medieval period.  People have 

also exploited the natural resources and power of the elements in the study area throughout time: mining 

lead, quarrying slate, working iron; harnessing water to power corn mills, textile mills and hydroelectric 

schemes, and most recently capturing wind to create electricity. 

The historic environment of the study area is rich for many periods, but especially for the early medieval 

and medieval periods.  Its unique characteristics create considerable potential to engage local people, 
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attract research and stimulate conservation to enhance narratives about the past and present in the 

Galloway Glens.  

Community Engagement 

A programme of community engagement was conducted in parallel to the landscape character and 

historic environment studies.  It was delivered through a series of introductory Sites & Sights workshops 

at Carsphairn, St John's Town of Dalry, Castle Douglas and Kirkcudbright; these were followed by Sites & 

Sights walks in each area.  There was greater response in the more rural communities, with fewer 

participants from the larger communities of Castle Douglas and Kirkcudbright. 

The community engagement process helped to identify public interest in landscape-related issues 

(including historic, cultural, ecological and contemporary environment) which informed a series of 

recommendations.  The key recommendations were:  

 the strong interest in industrial heritage could be developed in terms of the context of time and 

how that changes our perceptions and relationship with the landscape.  

 there is a need for further engagement in the larger urban communities to demonstrate the 

relevance of the GGLP, for example by using art and interpretation to raise awareness in 

surprising, provocative, poignant, challenging ways.   

 there is an important story to be told, and better understood, about changes in management of 

land use in the 1970s and 1980s and the impact this has had on local communities; there is a 

notable gap in discourse for the area on these social aspects of rural land use change.   
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1.  Introduction 

1.1. This is a study of the landscape and historic environment of the Galloway Glens Landscape 

Partnership area, which extends from Loch Doon in the north to Kirkcudbright Bay in the south 

and from Loch Dee in the west to Castle Douglas in the east. The study considered the character 

of the landscape and how it has been influenced by natural and cultural history and shaped by 

these to form the unique area that it is today.  The approach has involved a review of both the 

landscape character and historic environment of the area to better understand human 

influences on the physical landscape and the dynamics driving forces for change. 

1.2. The Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership (GGLP) submitted an successful first stage 

application to Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) under the Landscape Partnership Scheme in 2016. As 

part of the Development Phase, the Partnership commissioned this assessment of the 

landscape and the cultural heritage of the area to support the second stage application, to be 

submitted late 2017. The aim of this study is therefore to evaluate the cultural heritage and 

landscape assets of the area; to test the proposed area boundary for robustness, and to identify 

landscape and cultural heritage themed projects that would provide ongoing benefits to the 

landscape, heritage assets and local communities.   

1.3. This report is underpinned by two detailed studies:  a Landscape Character Assessment (LCA), 

which has been integrated into this document, and an Historic Environment Audit (HEA), from 

which key findings are integrated here and which is presented in full in Appendix 1.   

1.4. A programme of community engagement, conducted in parallel, aimed to generate interest and 

further raise awareness of the GGLP and of the LCA and HEA, identify additional stakeholders 

and impart knowledge through creating opportunities for active participation in landscape and 

historic environment tools utilised in planning.  It was also designed to develop community 

interest in further involvement and training through better understanding how the needs and 

opportunities match community interests and understanding historical changes in the GGLP 

study area and potential future pressures for change.  

1.5. The Historic Environment Audit aimed to provide a thorough baseline understanding of the 

GGLP area's historic environment and the key elements and narratives that underpin the 

distinctive qualities of the area's landscapes.  For the purposes of the study, 'historic 

environment' is defined as a combination of physical evidence - including archaeological 

remains, artefacts, the built environment and bio-cultural heritage - and intangible associations, 

concepts and values that link people with place (Our Place in Time 2015).  The audit (see 

Appendix 1) reviews the human story of the area through time, set in the context of 

contemporary practices and environmental change.  It assesses the significance of historic 

environment assets within the framework of national policy and presents an analysis of changes 

in land use and forces for change using Historic Land Use Assessment data.  Finally, it identifies 

potential project themes for engaging audiences in understanding and appreciating the historic 

environment of the GGLP. 



     

 

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment & Historic Environment Audit for Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership 11 

 

1.6. The Landscape Character Assessment considered the way in which topography, land use and 

settlement of the area have combined to create unique places, to which people living or visiting 

the areas can relate.  It identified local character areas, using as a starting point the landscape 

character types identified in a 1998 regional scale study of Dumfries and Galloway, which draw 

out aspects of landscape that give these local areas a sense of place within the area as a whole.  

Forces for change and the threats to the character of each area were identified, as well as 

opportunities for conservation or enhancement that could be implemented as GGLP projects. A 

number of locations with special, panoramic or representative views of the landscape have 

been identified, which could be promoted as viewpoints.  
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2.  The Study Area 

2.1. The study area encompasses one of the major valley systems in Dumfries and Galloway, running 

from Loch Doon in the north, to the sea at Kirkcudbright Bay. The valleys of the River Ken and 

River Dee are characterised as glaciated valleys, with their lower reaches providing a broad 

lowland valley that was ideal for settlement in historic times, and continues to be an important 

area for agriculture and settlement today.  

2.2. The area includes part of the Galloway Forest Park, and the Galloway and Southern Ayrshire 

Biosphere reserve, and therefore forms an important area for recreation as well as containing 

rich wildlife and rare habitats.   

2.3. The valley system connects Ayr in the north west via Doon valley to the sea and links into the 

Southern Upland hill range and as such has been an important route for movement and trade 

from earliest times.  It remains an important route from the Solway Coast to the Firth of Clyde 

at Ayr Bay, and the modern road and path network contributes to the accessibility of the area.  

2.4. The study area can be characterised as a landscape of power.  The water system of the valley 

and its tributaries was harnessed to provide hydro-electric power from the 1930's through a 

series of power stations that now form part of the industrial heritage of the area.  Power lines 

follow the roads and valleys and wind farms are present on some upland areas around the 

study area. 

2.5. The boundary of the study area, as shown on Figure 1, is approximately 600km2 in extent.  It 

was selected to include the water catchment of the River Dee up into the Merrick Hills in the 

west, the visual/landscape character boundary of the Ken/Dee valley to the east, and 

Kirkcudbright Bay to the south.  A 2km buffer around this area was set to allow consideration 

and definition of the area as an outcome of this study (see section 4). 

2.6. The boundary taken to HLF in the first round application runs along the ridges of the Merrick 

Hills around the Laurieston Forest and Clatteringshaws Loch and west of the Rhinns of Kells, to 

Loch Doon, crossing the valley at the watershed near Loch Doon; along the fringes of the 

Carsphairn Lane, Kendoon Loch and Loch Ken valleys, around Castle Douglas and along the 

fringe of the Dee valley to Kirkcudbright Bay.  

2.7. The area lies exclusively within the Dumfries and Galloway area and is covered by the Dumfries 

and Galloway Landscape Assessment (1998) 1. This document reflects the variation of coastal, 

lowland and upland character types that exist within Dumfries and Galloway, and provides a 

useful baseline for the study area. 

2.8. The pattern of historic and contemporary land use reflects many of the physical factors of this 

landscape; the cultural history, settlement and landscape character of the area are linked most 

closely with the river system, physically and strategically. The ‘shape’ and character of the 

                                                                 
1
 Scottish Natural Heritage (1998) Dumfries and Galloway Landscape Assessment (Land Use Consultants)  
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landscape has changed over millennia, but more so in the last 100 years, with the introduction 

of forest plantations, hydro-electric power and the building of railways, factories and roads. 

Settlement in the northern part of the Galloway Glens area Ken/Deugh valley is generally 

located on the lower slopes of the valley, above the wet valley floor, further south, settlement is 

located at bridging points along the rivers within the rolling lowlands. Kirkcudbright has had an 

important history of sea trade since early settlement. 
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3.  Formation of the Landscape 

Underlying it all  

3.1. The topography of the study Area has been formed by a combination of underlying geology and 

erosion by glaciers.  The study area is underlain by sedimentary rocks including sandstones and 

mudstones, laid down in the ocean that existed during the Ordovician and Silurian ages (c.485-

420 million years ago), and through which igneous granites later intruded. This created areas of 

hard rock (granites) within the field of more easily eroded rocks (sandstones and mudstones). 

Figure 2 illustrates the main areas of sedimentary igneous rocks found around the Galloway 

Glens, and how they were shattered by faults in the rocks.  

3.2. During the Pleistocene period, glaciers covered this part of Scotland, with an ice cap over the 

Merrick area that had higher elevation due the presence of harder rocks created by igneous 

activity. When the glaciers emerged from the ice caps, they scoured their way down through the 

softer rocks towards the sea. This can be seen today in the corries cut out of the Merrick and 

Corserine summits, and the U shaped valleys that run out to the coast.  

 

Sketch 1:  A glacier’s route down the Galloway Glens. 
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3.3. Considering this glacial erosion in more detail, as they travelled, the glaciers that formed the 

Ken-Dee valley originated from the Merrick and Carsphairn Forest granite massif areas, the 

upper parts of the catchment today. These glaciers travelled south-east, but had to go round the 

granite mass that makes up the Cairnsmore of Fleet to Cairn Edward massif (see Sketch 1). The 

glaciers then travelled south to where Castle Douglas is today, but had to turn south-west to get 

round the Bengairn granite mass at the coast, finding a geological fault to follow as a weak line.  

3.4. As they went, the glaciers ground down the rocks they passed over, and deposited the eroded 

material in ripples underneath them. These ripples of deposited materials form the distinctive 

‘drumlin’ landscape of regular, smooth oval hills all orientated in the direction of flow of the 

glacier. Different types and depths of deposits later influenced the soils that formed over the 

land.  

3.5. Variations in the formation, chemical composition and therefore hardness of the rocks, lead to 

differences in their resistance to glacial erosion, with the harder granites and basalts being left 

as high ground, where the softer mudstones and sandstones were ground down to form valleys. 

Thus geology relates to topography. The topography of the Galloway Glens area is of high hills 

with corries and U-shaped valleys leading down to broad open valleys with drumlins. These is 

illustrated in Sketch 2 below. 
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Sketch 2:  The topography of the Galloway Glens. 

 

3.6. Superficial deposits, the material between bedrock and soil, include deep peats on high ground 

and upland valleys such as the Silver Flowe, and mixed glacial deposits cover much of the 

Galloway Glens area (see Figure 3). Fluvial deposits are found along the river valley floors. After 

the ice age, between 10,000 and 6,000 years ago, the warmer climate meant that the sea level 

was higher than today, such that the sea ran into the basin that now forms the Kirkcudbright 

area, leaving marine deposits around Kirkcudbright and Tongland. 

The story of people and the environment 

3.7. The retreat of the last ice sheet over south-west Scotland triggered a series of changes along 

the coast.  The land initially rebounded with the release of pressure, but then sea levels rose in 

the main post-glacial transgression of the 7th and 6th millennia BC.  The subsequent retreat of 

the sea created raised beaches and relict cliff lines along the coast.   
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3.8. Early prehistoric people moved through the post-glacial wooded landscape along natural 

corridors in search of resources (Figure 4).  Neolithic communities marked significant places 

through the construction of massive monuments along these early routeways through the 

uplands and in the upper valley, and the Dee estuary and coastal fringe were the focus of open-

air rock art and polished stone axes imported from Cumbria as early farmers cleared woodland 

and established closer links to certain areas of land (Figure 5).  Horizons expanded considerably 

as people travelled over long distances and conveyed not only new knowledge but also raw 

materials, artefacts, ideas and beliefs.  Natural features like hilltops, lochs and rivers became 

the focus of deliberate, votive deposition of valued objects (Figure 6). 

3.9. By the late 2nd millennium BC, settlement and agriculture had spread onto the upland fringes  

and woodland clearance continued, despite phases of climatic deterioration; soils degraded and 

peat began to accumulate rapidly.  In the mid 1st millennium BC, communities living mainly 

along the eastern side of the Dee began building enclosed settlements on high ground (Figure 

7).  The stretch of broad, fertile valley between Glenlochar and Castle Douglas became a centre 

of considerable religious and political significance, expressed through votive deposits of 

metalwork in wet places.  An unprecedented burst of woodland clearance, probably related to 

pastoral farming and enclosure construction, transformed the area into an open farming 

landscape.  The Roman Army planted its military complex at Glenlochar in the 1st century AD, 

close enough to control the local power centre and along the main east/west military road 

through the south-west (Figure 8). 

3.10. The centuries following the Army's withdrawal saw successive waves of cultural and linguistic 

identity wash through the study area over pre-existing British society, leaving layers of Anglian, 

Norse and Gaelic place names, church dedications, sculptured stones and a spectacular 

metalwork hoard.  Some examples of place names are given in Table 1. 

Cumbric (Brittonic) place names (Breeze 2001; 2002) 

Troquhain tre-chwaen homestead/settlement  of an exploit or feat 
in battle(?) 

Trevercarcou 
(now Earlstoun) 

tref-yr-carrog farm/homestead of the torrents 

Threave(?) Locatrebe* homestead/settlement of the lake 

Anglian (West Germanic) place names (Brooke 1991) 

Twynholm Twicga-ham ?Twicga's homestead or village 

Shirmers schyirmes shire boundary 

Parton pearr-tun village in the district 

Norse (North Germanic) place names (Brooke 1991) 

Tongland tungr-land tongue-like island or estate 

Borgue borg stronghold 

Galtway goltr-thveit boar-clearing 

Gaelic place names (Brooke 1991)** 

Dalry dal righ king's meadow 
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Slagnaw sliagh hill (S of Castle Douglas) 

Slogarie sliagh hill (W of Woodhall Loch)  

Table 1:  Some early medieval place names in the study area.  *Locatrebe is among the place 

names of the known world listed in the Ravenna Cosmography of c AD 700 (Canham 1949).  
**Many other Gaelic place names were introduced in the medieval period or later. 

 

3.11. From the early 12th century, the lordship of Galloway played political chess with the Scottish 

and English crowns while maintaining a distinctive Galwegian identity.  Vassal knights and 

reformed monastic orders were granted large estates farmed by tenants, which they controlled 

from their mottes, castles, abbeys, priories and granges (Figure 9).  The Wars of Independence 

and subsequent turmoil had detrimental effects on local society and economy, especially in the 

Glenkens. 

3.12. The mid 15th to early 18th centuries were unsettled by phases of religious conflict and change, 

feuding, raiding, invasions and plague.  Powerful local families governed their estates from 

tower houses while tenant farmers occupied fermtouns.  The medieval pattern of land 

ownership changed significantly as a result of the fall of the Douglas dynasty and the Protestant 

Reformation, both of which broke up extensive holdings into many smaller estates.  

Kirkcudbright had a thriving sea-based trade and New Galloway was established to create a 

centre for inland commerce.   

3.13. With the 18th century came developments in technology, agriculture and seamanship which 

brought greater economic, political and social stability to the study area, and by the second half 

of the century an atmosphere of optimism and prosperity prevailed.  The Agrarian Revolution 

imposed a different structure on the rural landscape, and the Levellers Rising of 1724-5 erupted 

in protest.  As more centralised, large-scale farming grew in scale, the old pattern of dispersed 

fermtouns and farmsteads shrank.  Landowners constructed planned villages, roads and canals, 

established mills and mines, and created designed landscapes around new country houses.  By 

later in the century, populations in the towns were increasing, and Kirkcudbright was seeing a 

resurgence in commerce and trade. 

3.14. Further woodland clearance took place throughout the medieval and post-medieval periods for 

agriculture, charcoal production and iron working, and deforestation was largely complete by 

the 19th century.  Increases in soil acidification on the uplands indicate the effects of 

industrialisation, with heavy metals and soot particles from industrial emissions increasing 

dramatically from 1900. 

3.15. By the mid 19th century, tourism was on the increase and the area began attracting artists. 

Sheep farming declined and contracted, and large areas were planted with commercial forestry 

to replenish timber supplies depleted by two world wars.  The construction of hydroelectric 

complexes to harness water power reshaped the local topography and hydrology in places and 
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created pieces of Modernist architecture on an impressive scale.  In common with other parts 

of rural Scotland, the study area saw its population depleted by economic migration and war.   

The landscape today  

3.16. Geology and chemical composition of the bedrocks and superficial deposits influence the types 

of soils that formed above them, with thin, less fertile, acidic soils on high igneous rocks that 

have been scraped by the glaciers, and richer soils on areas of deep deposits and sedimentary 

rocks. The types of soils have influenced the vegetation, and the variety of habitats and 

agricultural capacity, which in turn influenced where early people went to hunt or to start 

cultivating crops, and where open moorland contrasts with intensive agriculture today. 

3.17. Open moorland dominates the high mountains on these thin soils, and commercial forests have 

been planted on many of the high slopes and lower uplands. As such, the Galloway Forests form 

one of the most extensive areas of forest in the UK. Traditional farming of sheep and hardy 

cattle is carried out on the higher upland areas, while much of the lower areas are improved 

pasture lands over the more fertile soils on the drumlins. A few areas are under arable farming 

or ley pasture, which is highly mechanised and intensive in nature where the soils allow. 

  

A single dyke at Polmaddy (left) and a double dyke near Castle Douglas 

3.18. Fields are bounded by dry stone walls (dykes) in all areas, or a mixture of dykes and hedges, 

with occasional fence lines.  Boundaries show varied levels of maintenance, with fallen dykes 

with fences used as replacements. Dykes are made up of local rocks.  In the south, dykes are 

generally built of flat chunky rocks which have been split into relatively regular shapes which 

make strong looking, tidy structures. Further north, dykes are built of locally sourced field 

boulders which tend to be more rounded, and the resulting dykes appear more chaotic and 

irregular. The so-called ‘Galloway Dykes’, with irregular stonework with linear vertical stones, 
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are apparently being re-introduced in areas such as Clatteringshaws, but do not have a 

presence in the landscape sufficient to influence landscape character.   . 

3.19. Settlements have expanded from their historic cores, to include the more recent suburban 

housing estates that can form monotonous areas of identical houses. There are relatively few 

industrial areas such as business parks around settlements, although some areas have had an 

industrial past, for example around Tongland. There is a strong presence of the hydro-electric 

scheme that runs through the area.  

3.20. Many country estates with designed landscapes occur in the Galloway Glens area, giving an 

‘estate’ character to parts of the landscape, with policy woodlands and shelterbelts.  Twenty-

five of these are identified as gardens and designed landscapes by the Council, although only 

two are listed on the Historic Environment Scotland inventory 2.  

Designated areas 

3.21. The GGLP area contains a number of historic environment sites and areas with national and 

local authority designations (see Figures 10-13).  In summary, these are: 

Scheduled Monuments 34  

Inventory Gardens & Designed Landscapes 2 

Properties in Care 2 

Listed Buildings (category A) 27 

Listed Buildings (category B) 218 

Listed Buildings (category C) 190 

Conservation Areas 2 

non-Inventory Gardens & Designed Landscapes 29 

Archaeologically Sensitive Areas 5 

Areas of Archaeological Interest 235 

 

3.22. The Historic Environment Audit report (Appendix 1) lists the nationally important designated 

sites within the LP area.   

3.23. Most of the northern part of the Galloway Glens area is covered by Galloway Hills Regional 

Scenic Area (RSA) designation, and the Solway Coast RSA includes an area around Kirkcudbright 

Bay, as shown on Figure 14.  The Technical Paper: Regional Scenic Areas (2013) provides a 

                                                                 
2
 Historic Environment Scotland (1987 and now online) Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes 
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background to the RSAs across Dumfries and Galloway.  The Technical Paper contains a 

description and discussion of the revised boundaries of the RSAs and does not contain detailed 

descriptions of the areas, cross-referring instead to the 1998 Landscape Character Assessment 
3. As a result, it does not define ‘key qualities’ as for National Scenic Areas (NSAs), but explains 

why the different parts of the areas are included.  The Technical Paper used character area 

boundaries, visual envelopes, topographic units and transitional zones to define suitable 

boundaries for each RSA. 

3.24. The Galloway Hills RSA centres on the Rugged Granite Uplands and Coastal Granite Uplands of 

central Galloway, extending from the Ayrshire boundary south to where the hills meet the sea. 

The area includes the principal foothills, lower ridges and side slopes of the eastern and 

western flanks of the Galloway Uplands, as well the adjacent Cairnsmore of Carsphairn range of 

hills, and includes the visual envelopes of the three major valleys which encircle the hills; the 

Cree, Fleet and the Glenkens.  It is the largest RSA in Dumfries and Galloway, with a recognition 

that all parts play a role in the whole:  

3.25. The overall scale of the designated area results in some parts, particularly those areas included 

because of their contribution to the wider view, being of less internal scenic interest than 

others. Examples include certain of the forested foothills of the Merrick and the Rhinns of Kells. 

However, these areas form the setting to the dramatic summits of the Galloway Uplands, and so 

warrant designation as an integral part of the scenically valued landscape of the Galloway hills, 

to protect them from unsuitable development, and encourage sensitive management. 

3.26. The eastern boundary of the RSA is set as 'the visual envelope of Glenkens as experienced from 

A roads', south to the end of the Flooded Valley (LCT8). Of LCT8 Flooded Valley River Ken, the 

RSA includes 'the whole of this unique, distinctive and attractive character area except for a 

small area outwith the visual envelope of the loch' 4. The RSA does not include land to the south 

of the B795 and Lauriston Forest. 

3.27. The Solway Coast RSA runs along the coast from the Fleet Valley to the Lochar Water east of the 

Nith Estuary, including the coastal margins around Kirkcudbright Bay, inland to Tongland. It 

includes estuaries and the contrasting intervening rugged shores and coastal uplands.  The area 

has a diverse mixture of coastal landscape types. In the west the Peninsulas and Peninsulas with 

Gorsey Knolls create rocky coastlines of cliffs, raised beaches and isolated coves, backed by 

smooth undulating open landscapes of improved pastures interspersed with knolly, gorsey 

areas.  The coastline is dissected by major inlets such as Kirkcudbright Bay.  

                                                                 
3
 Land Use Consultants (1998) Dumfries and Galloway Landscape Assessment SNH 

4
 Dumfries and Galloway Council (2013) Technical Paper: Regional Scenic Areas 
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3.28. There are numerous natural heritage designations within the Galloway Glens area, which 

demonstrate the value of the natural environment at a national and international level.   

Natural heritage designations are shown on Figure 15 and include:  

 Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

 Special Protection Areas (SPA) 

 Ramsar sites 

 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), that can be designated for geological or biological 

interest 

 Ancient woodlands 

 The Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere Reserve  

3.29. The Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere Reserve was designated by UNESCO in 2012.  

The Biosphere has three complimentary functions: conservation, learning and research and 

sustainable development.  These are focussed in three management zones, core, buffer and 

transition, the Galloway Glens area extends from the core areas (Merrick Kells including Silver 

Flowe), through the buffer area (to the west of Carsphairn and New Galloway), and most of the 

remainder of the Galloway Glens area lies within transition zone for the Biosphere. 

3.30. In 2003, SNH mapped ‘Search Areas for Wild Land’ to identify the wilder parts of the Scottish 

landscape 5. More work led, in 2013, to the identification of ‘Core Areas of Wild Land’ 6, using a 

number of criteria, including the perceived remoteness and naturalness of land cover; the 

ruggedness of the terrain; remoteness from public roads, ferries or railway stations; and the 

visible lack of buildings, roads, pylons and other modern artefacts.  Since then, further 

refinement has led to “Wild Land Areas” published in 2014 7.  Wild Land Areas are not statutory 

designations, but Scottish Planning Policy (SPP, 2014) and National Planning Framework 3 

(NPF3) both refer to wild land.  Formal descriptions of the wild land areas are being drafted by 

SNH. 

3.31. The Merrick Wild Land Area lies to the west of the Galloway Glens area, and overlaps over the 

Craignaw ridge.  There was no change in boundary on the east side between the ‘Core Area of 

Wild Land’ and the ‘Wild Land Area’, and the ‘Search Area for Wild Land’ was similar.  The wild 

land area is made up of the highest mountains in the area, that are of open moor or exposed 

craggy peaks.  The wild land area does not include forest plantations.  The WLA is the largest 

remaining un-afforested area of upland in Galloway and contains three habitats of European 

interest:  blanket bog, montane acid grasslands and wet heath.  The wild land area description 

                                                                 
5
 Scottish Natural Heritage (2003) Wildness in Scotland’s Countryside, Policy Statement No. 02/03 

6
 SNH (2013) Core Areas of Wild Land in Scotland (map) 

7
 SNH (2014) Wild Land Areas (map) 
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includes the rugged Craignaw ridge and the Silver Flowe, an extensive blanket bog lying within 

the Galloway Glens area, and is one of the least interrupted undisturbed mire systems in 

Europe.  As such, it is designated as a Ramsar site. 

Routes and paths 

3.32. Road routes are the main routes along which local people and visitors experience the area.  

These routes follow the passes through higher ground and form a network on readily accessible 

terrain.  The main routes tend to be north-south following the valley sides, with generally 

smaller roads connecting east-west, except for the A75 trunk road that runs across the southern 

part of the area.  

3.33. Some of the roads have been highlighted as visitor routes, such as the Galloway Tourist Route, 

the A713 to Castle Douglas and the A745 beyond to Dalbeattie.  The Biosphere reserve recently 

designated its third ‘Biosphere trail’ the Loch Ken & River Dee Trail which runs from Threave 

Castle to Glenlocher, Mossdale, New Galloway and back via the A713 via Castle Douglas. 

3.34. The National Cycle Route 7 runs through the south of the Galloway Glens area, along an old 

military road south of the A75 east of Castle Douglas, through Castle Douglas to Gelston and 

along the B727 to Kirkcudbright before continuing west from Kirkcudbright Bay. 

3.35. Paths are present in the Galloway Glens and although they do not link up to form a coherent 

network, they are key routes for recreational users including walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  

These are often historical routes such as the Raiders Road or drove roads, and some are 

identified as core paths (Figure 16).  

3.36. The Southern Upland Way is a popular long distance route from the west coast on the Mull of 

Galloway to the east coast at Cockburnspath in the Scottish Borders.  The Southern Upland Way 

passes through the Galloway Glens from Glen Trool to Clatteringshaws Loch, to New Galloway, 

St John’s Town of Dalry and north over Benbrack towards Sanquhar. 

3.37. Water routes include rivers, streams and lochs following the topography.  These water routes 

form wildlife corridors through the area, but are not usual routes along which people now 

travel, except for riverside paths or recreational users on the lochs. 

3.38. There are many opportunities for recreation in the Galloway Glens area, including the Galloway 

Forest Park, which is accessible for walking, cycling and crossed by the Raiders Road forest 

drive.  The park has been awarded the status of a Dark Skies Park, the first such area in the UK.  
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The future 

3.39. The future for the Galloway Glens area will be determined by man’s direct and indirect 

influence on the landscape.  Agriculture will continue to play a major role in land use, and 

transport links will continue to grow across the area, and will have to cater for increasingly 

mobile populations.  People’s influence on global climate will also affect the area, the principal 

effect of which is likely to be increased flooding as global temperatures rise and increase rainfall 

and affect sea levels.  The winter floods seen today will increase in severity and frequency, to 

the point where some areas of land will regularly flood and become more difficult to use for 

current purposes.  Warmer climates will also change the agricultural emphasis of crops to those 

with warmer, wetter climatic tolerances. Increasing awareness of climate change issues will 

result in mitigation measures being taken, both in terms of physical flood defences or relocation 

of activities, but also in increased pressure for renewable energy developments such as 

windfarms or advances in hydro-electric power generation.  Renewable energy generation is 

already happening in the area, but is likely to be a major factor in the appearance of the 

Galloway Glens landscape in the future. 

3.40. Change in the landscape is an inevitable process, driven by climate, ecology and human activity.  

Though it is not possible to stop change, it is sometimes possible to guide changes in our 

landscape for the purposes of improving it or maintaining valuable aspects.  Existing forces for 

change in the landscape, such as gradual responses to climatic changes, and development 

drivers such as the need for housing and renewable energy, or the development of visitor 

facilities are discussed in section 6. 

3.41. The potential influences that the landscape partnership scheme could have on parts of the 

landscape will depend on the projects that are carried out as part of the implementation stage, 

but some potential projects that have been identified as part of this study are later in the 

report. 
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4.  Boundary Considerations 

4.1. The initial concept for the Landscape Partnership was the catchment of the River Ken/River Dee 

running into Kirkcudbright Bay. This was driven by the water based project ideas, including 

water environment which is affected by the upper catchment area. However, this area, shown 

on Figure 17, was found to be too large for the HLF Landscape Partnership programme, and 

therefore needed to be reduced. To do this, the following changes were made: 

 The north-eastern section of the area was reduced to the visual and/or landscape character 

boundary based on SNH 1998 landscape character type Upper Dale; 

 The catchment around Loch Grannoch was reduced to the shores of the loch; 

 The south-eastern boundary below Bengairn was reduced to the landscape character 

boundary below the Coastal Granite Uplands; 

 The water catchment of the Tarff Water that joins the Ken below Tongland Bridge was 

omitted; 

 Kirkcudbright Bay was included using a line set c.100m inland of the shore (high tide). 

4.2. This provided the Partnership with an initial area to take to HLF, of approximately 600km2, as 

shown on Figure 1.  

4.3. Through this project, the character of the landscape has been considered in more detail than 

the regional scale characterisation carried out for SNH in 1998, and some of the character area 

boundaries (transitions) have been adjusted. 

4.4. On this basis, and in the light of community consultation, recommendations for adjustments to 

the boundary for the Landscape Partnership include the following points. 

4.5. Kirkcudbright Bay: To include Kirkcudbright Bay, it is important to include the hills that surround 

the bay and form the backdrop to the water. These do not extend far inland, up to 1km, but it is 

not logical to take a 100m wide strip, which would include only part of the shoreline woods, 

running part way up the view.  

4.6. It is recommended therefore that the inland edge be drawn to include the slopes running down 

to the sea, using logical field or woodland boundaries as readily perceptible on the ground.  

4.7. The Western Boundary: The Rhinns of Kells forms a strong visual boundary, with the Silver 

Flowe valley behind this ridge. The Rhinns of Kells would therefore form a robust boundary, but 

this would exclude partnership projects proposed for the Silver Flowe valley. This is the 

incentive for using the catchment on the west side.  

4.8. The catchment of the Blackwater of Dee to the west includes the valley upstream (west) of Loch 

Grannoch, drained by the Cuttiemore Burn, below Millfore Hill. However, the current boundary 
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does not follow the catchment boundary in this area, and there are various inaccuracies along 

the western side, such as the boundary running across mid-slope.  

4.9. It is therefore recommended that if the catchment area is to be followed on the western side, 

the Cuttiemore Burn valley should be included, and the boundary corrected to the ridge tops, 

following fences or dykes where these exist.  

4.10. The North-eastern Boundary: The feedback from community consultation at Dalry and 

Carsphairn included comments that the area should extend to the catchment to the north-east, 

i.e. to include the upper reaches of the Water of Deuch and Water of Ken down from Enoch Hill, 

Struther’s Brae, Alwhat, Polkeoch and Benbrack (see Figure 18). In particular, Cairnsmore of 

Carsphairn was mentioned as a local landmark by several participants, and was described by 

local people as being part of their perception of the valley.  

4.11. Although the north-eastern part of the catchment is not of the same natural heritage value as 

the area to the west of the Ken Valley, which includes wild land, the core of the Biosphere 

reserve, and is designated with SAC, SSSI and Ramsar status, it is nonetheless valued as part of 

the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area. 

4.12. Having considered the issues relating to the north-eastern part of the Catchment, it is 

recommended that the landscape partnership boundary should be reconsidered in this area. 

While it may not be possible to include the whole catchment, given HLF area restrictions, it is 

considered important to include Cairnsmore of Carsphairn and Beninner, as these hills form 

prominent landmarks and the backdrop in views of the northern part of the Galloway Glens, 

and are the visual horizon that is an essential part of the northern Glenkens. 

Conclusion 

 The inclusion of the visible surroundings of Kirkcudbright Bay is considered essential to 

make the inclusion of Kirkcudbright Bay meaningful.  

 The boundary should include Cairnsmore of Carsphairn and Beninner which form key 

landmarks and frame the valley to the noth-east.  

 The use of the water catchment boundary along the western side should be followed 

consistently. 

 The boundary on the eastern side should be adjusted to make use of readily identifiable 

physical features that form the visual horizon or landscape boundaries where possible.  

4.13. The buffer zone included in the study provides a level of flexibility for refinements to the 

Partnership area boundary, within these changes can be made.  The resulting area 

recommended for the Landscape Partnership, shown on Figure 18, is of approximately 681km2.  

4.14. The study area was adjusted to include the additional recommended areas shown on Figure 18, 

including the Cairnsmore of Carsphairn area, and a small area on the western side to include 
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the Cuttiemore Burn valley. Subsequent figures therefore include the recommended Landscape 

Partnership boundary. 
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5.  The Texture of the Landscape 

5.1. The key aspects of landscape character and historic environment in the Galloway Glens 

Landscape Partnership area are set out below according to four broad zones which make it up:  

High Uplands, Valley, Lowlands and Coast. 

High Uplands 

5.2. The area of high uplands within the 

Galloway Glens area lies to the north-west, 

formed by Corserine and the Rhinns of Kells 

and Cairnsmore of Carsphairn and Beninner to 

the north-east. These hills form part of the 

Merrick and Cairnsmore massifs that lies to the 

north of the study area. The geology is of hard 

igneous rocks, that resisted erosion during the 

ice age, and today form hills of up to 814m 

AOD (Corserine) and 797m AOD (Cairnsmore of 

Carsphairn). The hills have smooth profiles 

from the ice that once flowed over them, and 

show distinctive glacial features such as corries 

and U shaped valleys. These corries and valleys 

have lochans and bogs, in particular, the Silver 

Flowes. 

5.3. From as early as the 8th millennium BC 

(drawing on dating evidence from elsewhere in 

southern Scotland), communities were living at 

least seasonally in the deciduous forests that covered the high uplands in the post-glacial period.  

Around the edges of Loch Dee, Loch Doon and Clatteringshaws Loch and along the Water of Ken, 

scatters of chipped flint and chert tools, the waste from their manufacture and informal hearths 

indicate the locations of early Mesolithic activity.  People may have occupied the uplands in the 

warmer months, moving up from the coast and basing themselves next to lochs where they had 

access to plenty of fish, fowl and game.  They were following well-known routes through the 

valleys along the Black Water of Dee, Cooran Lane and Gala Lane that continued north to the 

River Doon and the Ayrshire coast and south to the Solway Firth via the Dee and the Big Water 

of Fleet.   

5.4. A long cairn at High Cornarroch on Silver Flowe, perched along this early north/south corridor 

between the south and west coasts, would have been an enormous construction project that 

may have involved different groups of people who used the uplands.  During the mid 5th 

millennium BC (the Neolithic), when communities in the study area were becoming aware of 
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new agricultural technologies and practices and forming stronger attachments to certain areas 

of land, the cairn may have both signified and facilitated social relationships between them.  

Neolithic to Bronze Age funerary cairns also cluster around the confluence of Polifferie Burn and 

the Water of Ken and on Round Craigs, in the uplands to the east of Carsphairn. 

5.5. Evidence for more established settlement and farming during subsequent millennia (the later 

Bronze Age and Iron age) is currently sparse on the uplands.  This is perhaps partly due to 

blanket peat cover which could mask the remains of houses and fields on the valley floors and 

gentler slopes.  In general, however, the high uplands were probably not used intensively at any 

point up until modern afforestation and the character of the historic environment reflects this. 

5.6. In the medieval to post-medieval period, the remains of shielings and enclosures indicate the 

seasonal use of the high uplands for summer grazing by communities practising subsistence 

farming; Roy's map of c 1750 shows a few of these tiny, scattered clusters of buildings along the 

valley sides.  The Old Edinburgh Road (now the A702) may have its origins in a medieval 

pilgrimage route to Whithorn. Folklore from this period links particular places to key figures and 

stories - such as Bruce's Stone by Clatteringshaws Loch and the Raiders' Road, which features in 

local author S R Crockett's tale of 18th-century smugglers and gypsies. 

5.7. A few hunting lodges attest to the use of the area for leisure by landed gentry in the early 

modern period, and some abandoned farmsteads and stock enclosures indicate limited 

continued pastoral farming on the marginal uplands.  There are tales of a pony that used to 

cross the hill ridge on its own carrying groceries between Dalry and Backhill of Bush, until one 

day it rolled and spilled its burden.   

5.8. From the 1930s, the construction of hydroelectric schemes harnessed the power of water and 

gradient, with a dam and associated infrastructure at Clatteringshaws Loch.  The middle of the 

20th century also saw the area's visual transformation, with extensive plantations of conifer 

forests to replenish timber supplies depleted by the First and Second World Wars.  Several 

aircraft crash sites on the uplands relate to WWII and later activity.  

5.9. The character of the uplands today is of remote upland moorland hills with smooth profiles and 

steep sided valleys, occasional enclosure with fences or tumbledown dykes on lower slopes, but 

extensive forest plantations.  Being high and exposed, these hills can have snow for long periods 

during the winter.  Lower down, the corries and valleys are filled with peat bogs or lochs with 

forest plantations round the shores and several used as reservoirs. In contrast to the remote 

uplands, Clatteringshaws Loch is accessible via the A712 and has a visitor centre, and there is 

access through the hills along the Southern Upland Way. 

5.10. The landscape character assessment picks out four local landscape areas within the uplands:  

 The high plateau of Corserine (Corserine Summit) 

 The hills that frame Clatteringshaws Loch (Clatteringshaws) 
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 The steep sided valleys leading down to the Silver Flowe bog habitats (Silver Flowe 

Uplands) 

 The high ridges of Cairnsmore of Carsphairn (Cairnsmore Uplands) 

5.11. The high uplands to the west of the study area are of distinctive natural heritage and scenic 

value with a number of designations, including Biosphere core and buffer areas, SSSI, SAC, the 

Galloway Hills RSA and a Ramsar site covering the Silver Flowes. This area is also at the edge of 

the Merrick Wild Land Area due to its remote character and lack of evidence of human activity. 

Special qualities for this area include: 

 High hills with distinctive glacially sculpted features; 

 Deep enclosed corries and valleys with lochans and bogs; 

 Remote, undisturbed character apart from forest plantations on hill slopes; 

 Rare Silver Flowe string bog formation; 

 Clatteringshaws Loch with dam and power infrastructure; 

 Scattered evidence of stone tools, cairns and settlement evoking people's presence in the 

uplands over several millennia during prehistory; 

 Shielings and other agricultural features relating to medieval and later use at least on a 

seasonal basis; 

 Aircraft crash sites and Modernist hydro-electric architecture linked to the area's remote 

ruggedness and hydrology. 

 

Upland Fringes 

5.12. The upland fringes form the transitional areas 

between the high hills and the valley. They 

were sculpted by glacial action, forming the 

peripheral erosion zone, with undulating hills 

where local rocks resisted erosion by the edges 

of the glacier. The hills form the foreground in 

views of the uplands when seen from the east, 

and are extensively forested. Open areas are of 

rough moorland, with limited agricultural 

improvement. With poor soils and higher 

elevations than the valley, these areas are 

relatively inhospitable.  
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5.13. However, certain areas of the landscape held particular significance in the Neolithic to early 

Bronze Age (3rd and 4th millennia BC).  A stone circle overlooks the Black Water of Dee near 

Stroan Loch, and White Cairn and Nick of Knock cairn occupy hilltops farther south.  Several 

bronze daggers and spearheads found on Bennan Hill may have been votive offerings, 

deposited as part of a suite of practices concerned with the sacred and the supernatural.   

5.14. By the mid to late 2nd millennium BC, much more evidence emerges for settlement and 

agriculture on the upland fringes as people focused their energies on domesticating the 

landscape.  Open settlements of round houses and field systems cluster on the southern upland 

fringe.  Burnt mounds (heaps of heat-cracked stones around a stone trough, probably 

associated with outdoor cooking) occur near water courses and also around earlier funerary 

cairns.  Small farming settlements like these were probably abundant, but have had their traces 

obscured by peat formation or removed by forestry.   

5.15. In this area - in contrast to the pattern on the east side of the valley at comparable altitudes - 

there is very little evidence for the enclosed hilltop settlements of the mid to late 1st 

millennium BC (Iron Age).  An exception is the large-scale hilltop enclosure of Giant's Dyke on 

Barstobrick Hill within the 2 km buffer zone around the study area.  As one of the two largest 

such monuments in Galloway, it may have been built, maintained and used by communities in 

the surrounding landscape.  Elsewhere in southern Scotland, hilltop enclosures on a similar 

scale appear to have been used as foci for gatherings, craft work, votive deposits and other 

communal activities, as well as for settlement at certain points.   

5.16. Edgarton Mote fort (SM1119) south of Laurieston appears similar to the early medieval, high-

status hilltop settlement of Trusty's Hill near Gatehouse of Fleet.  A medieval pilgrimage way led 

down the valley, with cross-slabs at Holm of Daltallochan (SM1106) and Braidenoch Fell 

marking its route; it later became the drove road that led through the township of Polmaddy. 

Remains of medieval and later fermtouns, shielings and enclosures are more extensive on the 

upland fringes than on the high uplands, especially along the water courses that penetrate the 

foothills.  As the populations of fermtouns grew in the 16th and 17th centuries, they expanded 

onto more marginal ground and colonised former shieling grounds.  Lead mining took place on 

the upland fringes in the 19th century at Woodhead (SM5184).  

5.17. In the 20th century, extensive planting of conifers created a forest blanket over much of the 

upland fringe area, and the character of the upland fringes area today is of rugged forested hills 

leading up to the higher hills to the west. The seasonal changes with forest cover are now less 

marked with the removal of larch, which is a deciduous tree with bright green young foliage in 

spring.   

5.18. The area is sparsely settled, with a few roads or tracks extending up into the hills. The landscape 

character assessment picks out three local landscape areas:  

 The hills descending eastwards from Corserine and the Rhinns of Kells (Kells Foothills) 

 The high igneous rocks west of Loch Ken (Cairn Edward Uplands) 
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 The lower hills to the south of Cairn Edward (Laurieston Foothills) 

 

Edgarton Mote (© James Bell). 

5.19. The upland fringes form a transitional landscape, and a forested foreground to views of the hills  

beyond. They are covered with a number of designations, including the Biosphere buffer and 

transition areas, SSSI over Grobdale Lane and Woodhall Loch, part of the Galloway Hills RSA and 

numerous areas of ancient woodland, particularly along the watercourses such as the Kennick 

Burn, around Garrock and along the Polharrow Burn. Designed landscapes (non-inventory) 

occur in several locations, including Garroch, Slogarie and Laurieston Hall. Special qualities for 

this area include: 

 Dark, forest covered hills forming the backdrop to many views within the valley, though 

often with open hills (High uplands) beyond; 

 Wooded or forested valleys with the exception of Grobdale Lane and Garryhorn Burn; 

 Forested slopes dropping into lochs, particularly at Loch Ken (Cairn Edward Hill), Stroan 

Loch (Boss Hill) and Woodhall Loch (Craig Hill); 

 Cairns, stone circles, roundhouses, burnt mounds and votive offerings - evidence of 

prehistoric settlement and significant places in the landscape; 

 Large hilltop enclosure of Giant's Dyke on Barstobrick Hill, a possible later prehistoric 

regional gathering place; 

 Medieval and later fermtouns, shielings and enclosures within the valleys; 

 19th century lead mining at Woodhead in the Garryhorn Burn valley. 
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Valley 

5.20. The main valley in the Galloway 

Glens area runs southwards from Loch Doon to 

Kirkcudbright, and was formed by glacial erosion 

that followed geological faults and flowed round 

areas of more resistant igneous rocks such as 

Cairn Edward and Bengairn. The valley is drained 

by the Waters of Deugh, Ken and Dee and their 

tributaries, that meander through the U shaped 

valley north of Carsphairn, though the narrower 

sections around Dundeugh and amongst the 

drumlins left by the glacier. The valley and 

drumlin lowlands become progressively more 

hospitable further south, with increasing shelter 

afforded by lower elevations and landform, and 

increasing soil capability.  

5.21. Like the waterways through the 

high uplands discussed above, the valleys of the 

Dee, Ken and Deugh formed a corridor between 

the Solway and Ayrshire coasts from the 

Mesolithic (8th-5th millennia BC) on. Concentrations of chipped stone artefacts and waste from 

production, found along the valley, indicate some of the places where people habitually 

camped.  A large, barbed red deer antler point (Canmore 64057), found in the river bed at 

Cumstoun, may have been used to spear salmon at the Dee's tidal limit in the mid 5th 

millennium BC. 

5.22. Around Carsphairn, a series of monuments marked the continuing importance of this wider 

section of the upper valley; these include the massive early Neolithic long cairn of Cairn Avel 

(SM1006), the later stone circle and standing stone at Holm of Daltallochan (SM1029) close to 

the confluence and several cairns on the valley sides.   Remains of later 2nd-millennium BC 

prehistoric settlement and agriculture are recorded at several points along the valley sides, but 

they may have once been much more abundant, as indicated by the numerous burnt mounds 

revealed in a gas pipeline transect across the Dee valley. 

5.23. From the mid 1st millennium BC, the stretch of broad, fertile valley from the confluence of the 

Dee and Ken to around Castle Douglas was becoming a centre of considerable power, wealth 

and religious significance.  Of the c 40 enclosed settlements ('forts') recorded in the study area, 

almost all occur along this stretch of the valley and its eastern side.  The area around 

Carlingwark Loch had particular importance, reflected in the quantity and quality of votive 
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metalwork deposited in it and nearby bogs and lochs, including the late 3rd-century BC Torrs 

pony cap (Canmore 64630) and the 1st-2nd century AD Carlingwark cauldron, among others.  

Carlingwark Loch itself held several crannogs which, given the evident significance of the loch, 

may have been the high-status dwellings of political or religious leaders. 

 

Cairn Avel, an early Neolithic long cairn near Carsphairn. 

 

5.24. The mid to late 1st-century AD Roman military complex at Glenlochar was probably positioned 

in part to control powerful communities in this area.  It consisted of three phases of forts, 

signalling stations and up to eight camps (SM12792), no longer upstanding but visible as 

cropmarks.  Glenlochar lay at a key node on the main east/west military road through the 

south-west and also within reach of the Dee estuary for the movement of troops, supplies and 

communications by land and sea. 

5.25. Place names of Brittonic, Anglian, Norse and Gaelic origin attest to the waves of linguistic and 

cultural identity that washed up the valley between the 6th and 11th centuries AD.  Church 

sites and cross-slabs also point to Anglian cultural influence around Carsphairn and at Tongland.  

An incised cross-slab at Auchenshinnoch, in the hills 4 km east of High Bridge of Ken, could 

suggest there were many more remote chapels serving small farming settlements away from 

the main routeways. 

5.26. Norse settlement was mainly in the lower Dee.  Norse (as well as Anglo-Saxon, Mediterranean 

and Continental) cultural influence is spectacularly evident in the hoard of over 100 gold, silver, 

glass and enamel objects found in 2014 in the vicinity of Glenlochar.  Buried in the late 9th or 
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early 10th century, possibly in a monastery, it illustrates how Galloway was part of a thoroughly 

connected and extensive world in the late 1st millennium AD.  Some of the Gaelic place names 

date to the 11th-century spread of Gall-Ghàidheil settlers (the descendants of Norse from the 

western seaboard) into the study area, although many Gaelic names were introduced later.   

5.27. From the 1130s, the lower Dee valley formed the heartlands of the lordship of Galloway, which 

probably emerged from the local Hiberno-Norse aristocracy.  The seats of power of the early 

lordship may have been island castles like Castle Fergus.  Vassal knights were given estates 

which they controlled from mottes like those at St John's Town of Dalry and Ingleston, while 

dependent lairds had their manors in moated homesteads like the one at Boreland of Kelton.  In 

the 13th century, stone courtyard castles were built to replace the earlier timber keeps. 

5.28. During the Wars of Independence and Edward Balliol's campaigns for the throne (1286-1356), 

documentary sources evoke the frequent presence of troops in the Glenkens and the effects of 

protracted warfare and waves of plague on the local society and economy.  They also paint a 

picture of a diverse landscape made up of woodland, pasture and moorland with rights to 

quarry, mine, cut peat or turf, burn charcoal, graze stock and hunt - although not to hunt in the 

royal hunting forests at Park of Balmaclellan, New Forest and High Park.   

5.29. Monastic granges at Threave, Kelton and Carsphairn controlled extensive farming estates 

worked by tenants.  Local communities were served by a network of churches, chapels, wells 

and pilgrimage routes.  The pairing of a motte and church beside the river at both Kirkcormack 

and Parton illustrate the close connections between secular and ecclesiastical authority in the 

medieval landscape. 

5.30. In the unstable political and social conditions of the mid 1400s to early 1700s, tower houses like 

those at Threave and Glenhoul were the domestic architecture of choice for locally powerful 

families, whose wealth was based on the rents and agricultural produce from their small 

estates.  Many of the abundant remains of houses, barns, sheilings, enclosures, corn-drying 

kilns and other agricultural features along the valley sides date to this period, if not earlier.  For 

example, Polmaddy is on record as a settlement in 1505, although the visible remains probably 

relate to later phases of occupation.  It straddled a drove that linked the Glenkens to the Carrick 

and the Stewartry.  Geographical descriptions from the period provide useful insights into the 

character of rural vernacular life.  Accounts of witchcraft prosecutions evoke the power of belief 

in magic and the supernatural, as well as the power of the church. 
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Polmaddy township. 

5.31. The Protestant Reformation of 1560 caused the fragmentation of monastic holdings in the 

valley into hundreds of small estates.  Several places are associated with the Covenanting 

movement of 1660-89, particularly in the parishes of Dalry, Kells, Carsphairn and Balmaclellan, 

including  a camp and open-air preaching site at Camp Hill.  The movement mobilised young 

people especially, and it may have been partly a radical protest against the economic and social 

problems of upland, rural communities.   

5.32. The Agrarian Revolution of the 18th and 19th centuries transformed the valley landscapes.  The 

old pattern of small, dispersed fermtouns and farmsteads shrank and eventually disappeared, 

replaced by large, consolidated farming estates with extensive enclosures for grazing.  Designed 

landscapes around country houses, like those at Knockgray and Cumstoun, imposed a different 

order.  Planned villages like Castle Douglas attracted cottage industries such as handloom 

weaving and provided accommodation for estate workers and merchants.   

5.33. Infrastructure also was dramatically enhanced, with the construction of a military road in 1745 

across the study area, a new turnpike road in 1797, and Carlingwark canal cut to transport marl 

to farmers up and down the valley.  The area became a popular destination for Victorian 

tourism, facilitated by the construction of the railways after 1860, with visitors in search of 

romantic landscapes represented in the literature of Sir Walter Scott and S R Crockett. 

5.34. The construction of hydroelectric schemes from Loch Kendoon to Tongland reshaped the 

topography and hydrology in parts of the valley.  With their stark Modernist design, the dams, 
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surge towers and power stations have become iconic symbols of the dynamic attitude to 

hydropower of the early 20th century.   

5.35. The character of the valley today is of a broad upland valley north of Carsphairn, and a 

transition through wooded narrower sections to a broad valley with drumlins. The whole valley 

is well settled, particularly further south where the drumlins provide good agricultural land, 

around the historic settlements of Kirkcudbright and Castle Douglas. A series of numerous 

designed landscapes along the valley gives a well-managed character along the length of the 

valley.  The landscape character assessment divides the valley into five sections:  

 The upland ‘U-shaped’ valley north of Carsphairn (Carsphairn Valley Section) 

 The narrower wooded section the splits and runs round Dundeugh Hill (Dundeugh Valley 

Section) 

 The northern part of Loch Ken that is framed to the west by steep forested hills (Upper 

Loch Ken Valley Section) 

 The broad valley that opens out and contains extensive drumlins (Castle Douglas Drumlin 

Pastures) 

 The narrower channeled section leading down to Tongland (Tongland Valley Section) 

5.36. The valley hosts areas of distinctive natural heritage and scenic value with a number of 

designations, including Biosphere buffer and transition areas, numerous SSSI, and SPA and 

Ramsar site designations covering the upper and lower parts of Loch Ken and the River Dee 

around Threave as swamp, fen, grassland and carr woodland, with migratory birds and rare 

plants and invertebrates. The Galloway Hills RSA also includes the upper part of the valley, and 

the lowest section around Tongland is within the Solway Coast RSA. Special qualities for this 

area include: 

 A long valley system, from upland glacial U shaped valley through lowlands to the coast; 

 Distinctive upland feel to the section north of Carsphairn contrasting with wooded and 

lowland character further south; 

 A series of lochs (reservoirs) with a presence of power stations and infrastructure; 

 A drumlin landscape with dyke field boundaries responding to the landform by either 

going round or over the drumlins, and occasional clumps of trees marking drumlin tops; 

 Loch Ken as a picturesque linear loch with meandering form; 

 Flat floodplain, particularly around Threave, punctuated with drumlins; 

 Carlingwalk Loch linked to the river via a canal, and with a history of marl extraction; 

 Archaeology from early prehistory evoking movement, settlement, ceremony and wider 

connections up and down the valley; 
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 Threave, Carlingwark and Glenlochar - a contested Roman Iron Age power centre; 

 Strong associations with the lordship of Galloway; 

 Place names and settlement patterns established over centuries of changing land use;  

 Traditions, places and architecture associated with waves of political control and 

resistance; 

 A series of designed and enclosed landscapes with woodlands, the product of 

Improvements.    

Coast 

5.37. The coastal part of the Galloway Glens 

area is Kirkcudbright Bay, a long, narrow sheltered bay 

where the River Dee meets the sea. The shorelines are 

generally rocky, especially to the mouth of the bay where 

Little Ross is a rocky island off the coast with a lighthouse 

and a history of shipwrecks. Within the bay there are 

extensive mudflats exposed at low tide.  

5.38. Around the Dee estuary, a remarkable 

number of Neolithic polished stone axes have been 

found.  Almost all are in fine-grained greenstone which 

outcrops in Langdale in Cumbria, illustrating the area's 

connections by land or sea from at least the 4th 

millennium BC.  These axes probably held symbolic as 

well as practical meanings relating to nascent agriculture 

and belief systems.  The concentration of axes contrasts 

with the picture farther east around the mouths of the 

Rivers Nith and Annan, where communities were building 

massive monuments at this time, and points to a 

distinctive set of dynamics and practices in the study 

area. 

5.39. During the 3rd millennium BC, the coast became a focus for rock art that was pecked onto 

outcrops to either side of the bay - at Clauchendolly on the west and even more abundantly to 

the east between Balmae and High Banks (SM1028); the latter is one of the largest 

concentrations of rock art in Galloway.  These along with scattered funerary cairns  mark the 

significance of certain areas of the landscape, perhaps connected with communities' territorial 

boundaries or with routes inland. 

5.40. Promontory forts like Drummore Castle (Canmore 63925) are evidence of settlement from 

around the mid 1st millennium BC.  Torrs cave near the mouth of the bay may have been a 
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space for secretive practices linked to religious beliefs, based on comparison with contemporary 

deposits in other caves. 

5.41. From c AD 80, the bay would have been controlled by the Roman navy, with ships carrying 

supplies and personnel for the fort at Glenlochar; the Dee may have been navigable above the 

tidal estuary, and the Solway Firth was a shipping lane serving Carlisle and Cumbria.  Maritime 

connections established during the period of Roman occupation may have continued after its 

withdrawal; excavations have shown there were thriving British power centres and trading hubs 

at Mote of Mark to the east and Trusty's Hill and Whithorn to the west of the study area in the 

4th and 5th centuries AD.   

5.42. Kirkcudbright continued to be a centre for secular authority.  Anglian settlers who arrived in the 

7th century established a church dedicated to St Cuthbert, which would eventually give the 

town its name.  Norse speakers settled mainly around the coast and their cultural influence is 

evident in the objects that accompanied a burial at the church.  The medieval lords of Galloway 

had their power centre around the Dee estuary, and Moat Brae is traditionally held to have 

been one of their seats.   

5.43. Medieval religious houses around the bay had close links to the lordship.  Some were founded 

by the early lords, such as the Augustinian priory on St Mary's Isle, although the recent 

discovery of an Irish crucifixion plaque suggests there was early medieval monastic predecessor.  

Other medieval sites included the Cistercian priory of St Evoca at Nun Mill and the monastery of 

Greyfriars in Kirkcudbright.   

5.44. Stone structures like Kirkcudbright Castle were built somewhat later, in the 13th century.  After 

the Wars of Independence, Kirkcudbright was created a royal burgh and the castle was key to its 

defence and prosperity.  During the unsettled 15th-17th centuries, the town vied for 

commercial dominance with Dumfries, Whithorn and Wigtown and the walls and gates were 

essential defences against English incursions and episodes of plague.  The cells of the 16th-

century tolbooth and its predecessor held religious dissenters, suspected witches and other 

miscreants. 

5.45. By the late 18th century, Kirkcudbright was a busy customs port, market town and 

administrative centre with a thriving export trade.  Many imports of tobacco, brandy, tea, wine 

and rum arrived duty-free via smugglers, some of whom were working on behalf of respectable 

merchants, and smugglers' caches have been recorded along the shoreline to either side of the 

bay.  The harbour was rebuilt and improved in the early 19th century as the port grew busier.  

Shipping records detail the cargos and points of origin of the numerous ships grounded in the 

bay during the 18th and 19th centuries, casting light on patterns of maritime trade. Little Ross 

lighthouse, built in 1843 was the earliest lighthouse built by Alan Stevenson, one of the 

‘lighthouse Stevensons’. 

5.46. The town's artistic reputation commenced with the establishment of the Kirkcudbright Artists' 

Colony in 1880 and continues to this day. Painters travelled to the Kirkcudbirght area, attracted 
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by the light on the bay, which changes with the weather and the seasons, and provides 

inspiration for artworks. 

5.47. Kirkcudbright Bay is a key part of the Solway Firth RSA, which extends along the coast from the 

Fleet Valley to east of the Nith Estuary. St Mary’s Isle has a designed landscape on it (non-

inventory), and Broughton House Garden within Kirkcudbright is an inventory listed designed 

garden. The woodlands around the bay have ancient woodland characteristics, and the 

shorelines and Ross Bay are included in an extensive coastal SSSI. The special qualities of the 

Bay include: 

 A long sheltered estuary with extensive mudflats; 

 A ring of low hills surrounding the bay and forming low wooded horizons; 

 Distinctive coastal character and lighting that has long inspired artists; 

 Little Ross lighthouse is a landmark at the mouth of the bay; 

 A key point for connections to the hinterland and along the Solway from early prehistory; 

 Strong associations with the lordship of Galloway and medieval power; 

 Traditions and places associated with early modern maritime trade and smuggling. 
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6.  Local Landscape Character 

Landscape Character Assessment 

6.1. Landscape character assessment has been pioneered by Scottish Natural Heritage who describe 

it on their web site as:  

“a standard methodology for identifying, describing, classifying and mapping what is distinctive 

about our landscapes.  It shows us their variety, and helps us to understand what makes one 

landscape different from another. 

Landscape character assessment considers the main landscape components of:  

 landform (such as hills, straths or glens),  

 land cover (such as rivers, lochs, woodland or farmland), and  

 settlement (such as towns, villages, farmsteads).  

It analyses these in some detail, for example:  

 Are the hills rounded or angular?  

 What type and pattern of woodland is dominant: broadleaved or coniferous; in 

shelterbelts, clumps or large plantations?  

 Is the settlement scattered as single dwellings or small groups, or is it in villages?  

It then looks at how all these combine to form the landscapes we see and experience." 

6.2. The purpose of landscape character assessment has been to provide baseline information "that 

can be used to guide landscape change - for example by informing development plans, decisions 

on proposed development, land management plans, indicative forestry strategies and agri-

environment schemes. The whole of Scotland has been mapped and described through LCA. 

provides baseline information that can be used to guide landscape change - for example by 

informing development plans, decisions on proposed development, land management plans, 

indicative forestry strategies and agri-environment schemes". 

6.3. The standard landscape character assessment is objective and does not attempt to place a 

value on a landscape, this is something addressed by national, and regional scenic designations.  

Nor does it consider human responses to a landscape because these are subjective and 

personal to the individual.   

6.4. Landscape character areas can be clearly defined by dominant distinguishing features such as 

water bodies, topography and land use.  However, the boundaries between different landscape 

character areas are rarely distinct because dominant features 'soften' (lochs become rivers, 

mountains become hills, drumlin fields become level plains) and flow one into the other.  In 

some cases the transitions between landscape character areas are sufficiently distinct to be a 
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identified as a landscape character area in their own right. More commonly the boundary is an 

approximation of where change occurs.  

6.5. In 1998 the Council adopted the Dumfries and Galloway Landscape Assessment 8 which was 

developed by Land Use Consultants in partnership with Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), the 

Dumfries and Galloway Council, Dumfries and Galloway Enterprise and the Forestry Authority. 

The study divided the region into areas of similar landscape character using a range of variables 

including topography, drainage, vegetation, land use, settlement patterns, building styles and 

cultural associations. Four broad Regional Character Areas (Rhins and Machars, Galloway 

Uplands, Southern Uplands and Dumfries Lowlands) are divided into 26 landscape character 

types (LCT) and sub-types.  Some landscape types were represented by a single example, whilst 

others recur across the region, resulting in a series of 104 individual named landscape units. 

6.6. Eleven LCTs that were identified in the Dumfries and Galloway Landscape Assessment cover the 

Study area, as shown on Figure 19:  

 Upper Dale 

 Flooded Valley 

 Drumlin Pastures 

 Peninsula; and Peninsula with Gorsey Knolls 

 Coastal Island 

 Upland Fringe 

 Foothills; and Foothills with Forest 

 Southern Uplands with Forest 

 Rugged Granite Uplands with Forest 

 Rugged Granite Uplands 

 Southern Uplands 

6.7. The 1998 landscape assessment remains the main baseline resource on landscape character for 

the study area.  However, there has been some change in the 20 years that has lapsed since the 

fieldwork was undertaken due to the expansion/management in forest areas, and the 

introduction of wind energy development in some upland areas. 

6.8. In 2011 the Council adopted the Dumfries and Galloway Windfarm Landscape Capacity Study 9 

which provides information on landscape sensitivity and capacity in relation to wind energy 

development, which is seen as a clear force for change in upland areas. The study provides a 

brief statement on character for each landscape unit, highlighting attributes that are pertinent 

                                                                 
8
 SNH (1994) Dumfries and Galloway Landscape Assessment 

9
 Carol Anderson and Alison Grant Associates (2011) Dumfries and Galloway Wind Farm Landscape Capacity 

Study, with an updated study report draft for consultation in 2016 
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to windfarms, before considering sensitivity and capacity to wind energy development. As a 

baseline description of the character of the landscape it is therefore limited, such that for the 

purpose of this landscape character study, reference is also made back to the original LCA in 

1998.  

A local assessment 

6.9. As set out above, the 1998 landscape assessment considered the landscape on a broad, 

regional scale, identifying areas with similar characteristics across the whole of Dumfries and 

Galloway, as part of a suite of studies covering the whole of Scotland. The relatively broad- 

brush consideration of the landscape is of insufficient detail for the purposes of the Landscape 

Partnership, which seeks to identify local character in the landscape of the Galloway Glens, and 

to identify local pressures for change and opportunities for enhancement.  

6.10. The assessment undertaken as part of this study considers the landscape at a local scale, or 

finer grain, using maps of 1:50,000 and 1:25,000 scale, as well as aerial photography, historic 

maps, popular viewpoints and field work. The aim of the assessment is to consider the 

landscape character at a more detailed level, using the LCT boundaries as a starting point.  

6.11. The local character assessment adopts the methodology set out above, but also draws on the 

HEA for the historic influences on the landscape. In addition, the ‘sense of place’ of an area is 

described where there is a distinctive atmosphere such as remoteness, awe inspiring, or 

peacefulness. The sense of place is stronger in some places than others, but this can add a layer 

of description and understanding, that may be a contributing factor in landscape change and 

potential. 

6.12. Local landscape areas identified are shown on Figure 20, and set out below: 

 Corserine Summit 

 Silver Flowe Uplands 

 Clatteringshaws 

 Cairn Edward Uplands 

 Kells Foothills 

 Laurieston Foothills 

 Carsphairn valley section 

 Dundeugh valley section 

 Kenmure valley section 

 Upper Loch Ken valley section 

 Castle Douglas Drumlin Pastures 

 Tongland valley section 
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 Kirkcudbright Bay 

 Cairnsmore Uplands 

 Mochrum Fell Upland Fringe 

 

LLA 1: Corserine Summit 

     

Key Characteristics 

 High, domed rocky plateau with sculpted glacial corries 

 Forest on hill slopes and encroaching on corries, limited other human influence 

Description 

This area encompasses the domed top of Corserine, including the immediate ridges and upper parts of the 

corries that form the distinctive summit, some of which are clearly defined by forest edges. The highest point 

of the study area, this is the heart of the granite mass that forms the Merrick/Corserine mountains, and is a 

classic example of a summit sculpted by glacial erosion, with corries scoured out in all directions by the 

Pleistocene ice sheet. The summit is high, rocky and exposed with sparse vegetation.  Several of the corries are 

planted with patches of commercial forest where it is slightly more sheltered.  

There is little evidence of human influence on the high summit, except for the encroachment of planted forest 

in the corries.  In the Polmaddy Gairy corrie, forests have been planted, but in the upper reaches few trees 

have grown, such that the moorland vegetation of the corrie is scored by the furrows dug for planting.  The 

upland is unenclosed, though there are a few dykes or other boundaries along forest edge. There are also four 

crash sites, on and around the summit, of Dakota, Mosquito and Anson aircraft from the Second World War; 

the Dakota crash site is marked with a cairn. 

The Historic Land-use Assessment (HLA) contains no data for this area. 

The sense of place here is one of a sculpted peak partially obscured by forestry, experienced as the summit 

reached after a long walk. It is the highest point on the ridge of the Rhinns of Kells, with panoramic views in all 
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directions, including westwards towards the Merrick Hills, and eastwards down into the Galloway Glens.

 

Forces for Change 

The strongest force for change in this area is forestry, which currently extends up the slopes of the hill, 

encroaching on the corries that form part of this summit plateau. The forest is patchy with planted stands of 

different ages, and aerial photography shows that some stands have been recently felled. Forestry is governed 

by national considerations, over which there is some local control through developing, agreeing and 

implementing local Long Term Forest Plans.   

The Corserine Summit lies within the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area, and close to the Merrick Wild Land 

Area, and is therefore afforded some protection from renewable energy (windfarm) developments. However, 

windfarms are visible from the summit. 

Local threats 

Change to forest practice is likely to be the greatest threat within this character area, Replanting of forest is a 

threat, but may include more mixed planting rather than blanket monoculture forest planting (Sitka spruce), 

given current forestry guidance 
10

 which encourages consideration of appearance, habitat and recreational 

value. Forest planting used also to occur without regard to most archaeological features that are of interest 

today; replanting plans should also include consideration of historic features such as walls, cairns and 

shielings 
11

. Longer term climate change may, over time might increase the elevation to which commercial 

forests are commercially viable. 

Local opportunities 

The Corserine Summit has potential for recreation.  Forest tracks provide some access, but this could be 

improved by introducing footpaths to the summit.  A viewpoint marker at the summit could highlight the key 

elements of the panoramic views and provide an opportunity to interpret the landform for visitors, as well as 

the crash sites as war graves. Interpretation and trails, however, should be placed carefully so as not to reduce 

the sense or remoteness. 

                                                                 
10

 Forestry Commission (2011) Forests and Landscape, UK Forestry Standard Guidelines 
11

 Forestry Commission (2011) Forests and Historic Environment, UK Forestry Standard Guidelines 
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There are opportunities for beneficial changes to forestry, with reducing forest cover within the corries, and 

broadening the species mix to include native broadleaf species along watercourses. 

 
 

LLA 2: Silver Flowe Uplands 

    

Key Characteristics 

 Deep U shaped valleys between high hills  

 Forest or moor covered slopes rocky outcrops and screes higher up 

 Rare bog and wetland habitats on narrow valley floor 

 Some parts of valley floor are forested, including around Loch Dee 

Description 

This area encompasses the steep slopes that drop from Corserine and the Rhinns of Kells to the east and 

Craignaw, Craiglee and Lamachan Hill to the west, down to the valleys of Cooran Lane and Loch Dee. This is a 

landscape formed by the scouring of the Pleistocene glaciers, that carved deep U shaped valleys between the 

hills. The hill tops are open and exposed with rocky tops and sparse flora, the valley sides are steep with rock 

outcrops and cliffs on the high slopes, and gentler slopes further down. The slopes, particularly on the eastern 

side, are planted up with forest that is patches of different aged stands, including recently felled areas. Bog and 

wetland habitats have formed on the flat valley floors, with meandering watercourses and Loch Dee with 

brown peaty water and white sandy beaches.  Parts of the wetland habitats are undisturbed and are of high 

ecological value, including areas with ripples of bog that appear to be flowing – the Silver Flowes are a series of 

‘string’ bogs with ridges or lines of peat and vegetation perpendicular to the slope of the bog, with water 

between as they act as dams. Other parts show signs of drainage efforts, and some drier parts have been 

planted up with commercial forest. 
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The valleys formed part of a key route between the Ayrshire and Solway coasts via Loch Doon from the 

Mesolithic (8th millennium BC), indicated by  stone tools and working debris found around Lochs Dee and 

Doon.  A long cairn overlooking Corran Lane shows these remote valleys continued to be well-known and -used 

by communities in the Neolithic, from the 5th millennium BC.  The valley sides are sparsely dotted with 

remains of shielings used for summer grazing, part of a pastoral system of agriculture established by the late 

1st millennium AD, and with later farmsteads and sheepfolds.  In the 17th century, Covenanters took 

advantage of the area's remoteness for open-air preaching sites like Kirk Stone near Loch Doon.  There are 

several WWII or later aircraft crash sites are along the western fringes.  Although the area appears relatively 

sterile archaeologically, this may not be a true picture; peat could be masking earlier prehistoric features and 

landscapes, forestry may have covered (and significantly disturbed) upstanding remains, and field survey has 

been less intensive here.  

The HLA indicates several small pockets of medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture. 

Tracks run into the valleys using the low ground at the break of slope (where valley floor meets valley side), 

with forest access routes through plantations. The track that runs round the south side of Loch Dee forms part 

of the Southern Upland Way and NCN7, and connects the Galloway Glens with Glen Trool. 

This is a place with dramatic topography, and a strong sense of remoteness created by the elements of peat, 

topography and distance from roads and other forms of habitation. The valleys are enclosed with a strong 

presence of wet ground and forest, the high slopes and tops are exposed and rocky. Together they form a 

remote upland that contrasts with the rest of the study area. 

Forces for Change 

The main force for change in this area relates to forestry, and the approach to replanting in particular. Redesign 

of forests in this valley could have marked effect on the character, potentially positive where a mix of species 

and broadleaf species along watercourses can be used.  Access may also be a force for change, although forest 

routes are established, and the long distance routes of the SUW and NCN7 already pass through this area.  

Local threats 

The encroachment of commercial forestry on valued wetlands is the principal threat to these habitats, and 

should be minimised. Forestry encroachment is also the main threat to elements of the historic environment. 

Additional access features such as benches or picnic areas would make the area seem less remote, and may be 

detrimental to the remote character of the area. 

Local opportunities 

There is an opportunity for local people to engage with the local forest planning process to influence the 

careful replanting of felled plantations. Forest plantations on the valley floor should be felled and not 

replanted, giving opportunity to for peatland restoration works that would enhance this character area both 

ecologically and visually. 

Track upgrades for timber extraction present the opportunity to improve informal access with well-designed 

and drained routes that minimise erosion. Access furniture should be avoided, or designed and placed so as 

not to reduce the sense of remoteness in this area. 
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There are opportunities for interpretation in relation to the glacial geo-morphology and rare wetland habitats, 

though this should be done in such a way as not to reduce remoteness, perhaps through leaflets that walkers 

can carry, rather than interpretation panels in situ. 

There are also opportunities for volunteer and public engagement in heritage through upland field survey 

projects that would increase knowledge of the area's archaeological resource, as well appreciation of the 

historical dynamics between human activity and natural environment. 

LLA 3: Clatteringshaws 

   

Key Characteristics 

 Large reservoir encircled by rounded hills with forested slopes and open tops 

 Dams and bridges as engineering structures 

 Accessible via the A712, with recreational facilities including visitor centre, car park and walking trails 

Description 

This area is focused around Clatteringshaws loch and the hills that surround it, with the boundary being the 

hills that create the visual envelope of the reservoir setting.  The hills are rounded with open, moor covered 

tops but extensive coniferous plantations on the slopes. Views across the loch are dominated by the water and 

reflections on the water of the sky, a dark band of forest across the lower hill slopes, and a contrasting band of 

moorland under an undulating skyline. This composition is particularly striking in snowy conditions. 

From as early as the 8th millennium BC, people were living, fishing and hunting at least seasonally around 

Clatteringshaws Loch - evident from scatters of small stone tools, waste from production and fire spots around 

its edges.  More permanent settlement was established later, probably in the 2nd millennium BC.  Extensive 

open farming settlements like those identified further south have yet to be found, but their remains may lie 

beneath peat and forestry.  Certainly by the time the Roman army was installed at Glenlochar people were 

living at the north-east edge of the loch; there is a replica roundhouse near the visitor centre.  Armies 

traversed the area during the Wars of Independence, and Robert Bruce is said to have rested by the loch at 
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Bruce's Stone after defeating the English in 1307.  A diffuse scatter of shielings, farmsteads and sheepfolds 

indicate pastoral farming practices through the medieval and post-medieval periods.  There are several crash 

sites of WWII aircraft in the western part of the area. 

The HLA data indicates several pockets of medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture as well as 

18th-century or later rectilinear fields and plantations. 

The commercial forestry is at different stages in the growing/felling cycle and this combined with straight lines 

cut through the trees to form firebreaks and a power line way leave create a patchwork effect on the hill sides.  

The A712, known as the Queensway, connects New Galloway with Newton Stewart via Clatteringshaws, making 

the reservoir readily accessible. It has become a visitor destination with attractive loch views and a Foresty 

Commission visitor centre with car parking and walking routes that includes a short walk along the shore to 

Bruce’s stone. Other visitor routes in this area include forest trails, the Raider’s Road forest drive that comes 

out of the Cairn Edward Uplands to the south-east, the Southern Upland Way that passes along the north 

shore of the loch, and the cycle route NCN7 that follows the Raiders Road, round the west side of the loch and 

up the valley to Loch Dee and Glen Trool. 

Clatteringshaws Dam, built in 1934 as part of the Galloway Hydro Scheme, creates a striking engineering 

structure within this landscape, as well as creating the reservoir behind it. Other structures relating to the 

hydro scheme include bridges along the A712, and the intake tower in the north-eastern part of the reservoir. 

The draw-down of the water can reveal muddy bare edges that give the loch away as being a reservoir. 

The sense of place here is one of a peaceful upland reservoir with open views to hills all around, and a sense of 

the landscape also being used for power through the hydro scheme. It is accessible and there is a sense of 

welcome with visitor facilities provided (though somewhat hampered by parking charges). This area has a 

notable contrast between the approach along forest lined road (the A712 in either direction) and the arrival at 

the loch with expanding views which emphasises the its peaceful character. 

Forces for Change 

The main forces for change are likely to be commercial forestry changes, and the approach to replanting in 

particular. Redesign of forests round the shores of the reservoir could have marked effect on the character, 

potentially positive where a mix of species and broadleaf species along watercourses can be used.  
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Access facilities are also likely to drive changes, and although visitor facilities at the reservoir and several routes 

are established, these will need to be maintained. 

Clatteringshaws lies within the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area and the hills around it are therefore 

afforded some protection from renewable energy (wind farm) developments.   

Local threats 

Local threats relating to commercial forest plantations include insensitive replanting of conifer stands, and 

changes to the character of views across the reservoir with extensive felling. In particular, larch trees, which are 

deciduous and have fresh greens in spring and yellows in autumn, are threatened by disease (Phytophthora 

ramorum) and have largely been felled as a preventative measure to avoid further spread of the disease. Mixed 

species replanting (potentially including some larch) will alter the appearance of the forests in views across the 

reservoir, as well as the habitats within the forests. 

Walking/ cycling pressure may affect erosion on smaller paths, thus good design that includes falls for drainage 

and regular maintenance are important considerations, including the need for increased access for the less 

able bodied. However, unsubtle upgrading works may lead to a reduction in the remote, peaceful character of 

this area. 

Local opportunities 

Felling and replanting with deciduous species within the forest cycle has the potential to enhance the 

appearance of the 'Clatteringshaws' forests at the water’s edge, with softer woodland edges and different 

foliage colours.  

Integration of recreational routes and forest is a characteristic of this area.  Forest access track upgrades for 

timber extraction will affect this area in the short term but will present opportunities to introduce 

dedicated/separate/prioritised routes for cyclists and walkers. 

Although there is interpretation at the visitor centre, there may be further opportunities for interpretation in 

relation to forest management, the natural environment, the early history of the area and the hydroelectric 

power scheme. 

A programme of archaeological field survey could  provide opportunities for volunteer engagement in heritage 

and uncover a much more densely occupied prehistoric  landscape around the loch.   Regular monitoring of the 

loch shores at periods of low water level could uncover more traces of prehistoric activity.  This could be built 

into a seasonal programme for visitors (Heritage Hunts) that would highlight people's complex relationship 

with the natural environment over millennia.  
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LLA 4: Cairn Edward Uplands  

    

Key Characteristics 

 Rugged hills with extensive forest plantations covering all but the tops of higher hills 

 Raiders Road Forest drive  

Description 

The Cairn Edward Uplands includes the area of granite Hills to the south-east of the Merrick-Corserine uplands, 

overlooking Loch Ken. Cairn Edward Uplands is characterised as an area of granite hills with a rugged profile, 

extensively blanketed with coniferous forest.  There are a few open areas, from which there are views over 

forested slopes.  These hills form a dark backdrop to views from upper Loch Ken or Stroan Loch. The 

boundaries of this area follow, and the A762 along upper Loch Ken to Stroan Loch and the River Dee. The 

boundaries of this area are strongest along Loch Ken, where the forested hill plunges into the loch. To the north 

the boundary is the A712 Queensway to Clatteringshaws, a marked valley with less forest on the north side. To 

the south and south-west the boundary is more gradual, with a transition into the Lauriston Foothills that are 

lower than these hills. The western boundary of this area is formed by the visual envelope around 

Clatteringshaws. 

The Dee formed a corridor through the area that was well-travelled from as early as the 8th millennium BC by 

people moving between coasts and uplands.  Loch  Grannoch was a focus for early prehistoric settlement at 

least seasonally, as indicated by Mesolithic stone tools found around its edges.  A stone circle overlooking 

Stroan Loch highlights the importance of the Dee valley during the later Neolithic to Bronze Age.   As with other 

upland parts of the study area, the remains of later prehistoric farming settlements may well be masked by 

peat and forestry.  Traces of medieval and later farming are more abundant, especially along the Dee.  The 

valley was also a conduit for military forces during the Wars of Independence, and Cairn Edward is traditionally 

said to commemorates a victory by Robert Bruce.  The area also has links to the Covenanting movement of the 

unsettled 17th century; the Auchencloy Monument and Fergusson tombstone commemorate a clash between 

Claverhouse and a group of Covenanters in 1684.   
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The HLA data indicates some pockets of medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture and a few areas 

of rectilinear fields and farms, especially along the Black Water of Dee.  Forest plantations dominate this area, 

with firebreaks and tracks cut through the forests stands at different stages in the growing/felling cycle, 

creating a patchwork effect on the hill sides. 

The Raiders Road forest drive runs along a historical route and is a popular recreational drive in summer. The 

route follows the River Dee or Black Water of Dee, from the A712 by Clatteringshaws Reservoir, downstream to 

Stroan Loch, a natural loch just before a narrowing of the valley between Ross Hill and Stroan Hill. The Raiders 

Road joins the A762 north of Mossdale. There are a number of car parks and visitor facilities along the route, 

the Otter Pool is a popular location with a picnic area by the river, and there are a number of sculptures and 

memorials along the route that create visitor interest. 

It could be said that the forest plantations have robbed this character area of much of its sense of place, but 

the Raider’s Road has its own character, as a seasonal route through a forest park that gives a sense of 

exploration and discovery when reaching viewpoints along the route. 

Forces for Change 

The main forces for change are likely to be commercial forestry changes, and the approach to replanting in 

particular. Redesign of forests could change the character of this area, particularly along the Raider’s Road, 

where felling of larch trees to prevent the spread of disease has created open areas, which could be carefully 

replanted to give a mixed species woodland, while maintaining views that would not otherwise have been 

opened up.  
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The Cairn Edward Uplands lie within the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area and the close proximity to the 

designated areas within the Merrick uplands may make windfarm developments less likely. There may be 

pressures for small scale hydroelectric schemes in this area. 

Local threats 

Local threats relating to commercial forest plantations include insensitive replanting of conifer stands, and 

changes to the character of views from the Raider’s Road that were opened up during larch felling. 

Walking/ cycling pressure may affect erosion on smaller paths, good design and regular maintenance are 

important considerations, including the need for increased access for the less able bodied. 

Local opportunities 

Felling and replanting with deciduous species within the forest cycle has the potential to enhance the 

appearance of the forests along the Raider’s Road and as a backdrop to views from Stroan loch or Loch Ken, 

with softer woodland edges and native broadleaf species along watercourses.  

Integration of recreational routes and forest is an important characteristic of this area.  Forest access track 

upgrades for timber extraction will affect this area but will present opportunities to introduce additional routes 

for cyclists and walkers, or extensions to the forest drive. 

Although there is some interpretation already, there are opportunities for further interpretation at various 

points along the Raider’s Road, relating to forest management (especially with regard to biosecurity and the 

need for larch felling), the natural environment, and the early history of the area. 

Although there is some interpretation already, there are opportunities for further interpretation at various 

points along the Raider’s Road, relating to forest management (especially with regard to biosecurity and the 

need for larch felling), the natural environment, and the early history of the area.  
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LLA 5: Kells Foothills  

    

Key Characteristics 

 Rugged hills descending from the Rhinns of Kells ridge  

 Extensive forest plantations  

 Lochans in the corries 

 Drystone walls of local stone 

Description 

This area is characterised as rugged hills that are lower than, and form foothills to, the Rhinns of Kells. These 

hills were sculpted by glacial erosion which has given them a rugged profile that provides the backdrop to 

views of the Glenkens, particularly from the B7000 and St John’s Town of Dalry. The boundaries of this area are 

transitional in nature, leading up to the Corserine summit or the ring of hills around Clatteringshaws, or across 

the A712 Queen’s Way to the Cairn Edward Uplands that are formed of different underlying rocks. To the east, 

downhill, the transition is into the valley of the Glenkens, the boundary running along the tops of the low hills 

closest to the valley, or part-way up the slopes of the valley further north around Carsphairn.  

There are a few scattered traces of Bronze Age or later settlement on the hills, including clearance cairns and 

burnt mounds; these early farming settlements were probably much more extensive, but forestry may have 

masked or obliterated many sites.  Maps from the late 16th century onward show settlements in this area, and 

the remains of medieval and later shielings and farmsteads are concentrated along burns that flow from the 

hills.  Polmaddy township was in existence in 1505, although the visible remains probably date to 18th or 19th 

centuries; it is a scheduled monument.  It straddled an ancient pack and drove route from the Carrick to the 

Stewartry.  The Woodhead lead mine complex, also a scheduled monument, is evidence of 19th-century 

mineral extraction. 

The HLA data shows several areas of later prehistoric settlement agriculture around Knockclune and on 

Barskeoch Hill.  It also shows extensive areas of medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture all along 
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the foothills and concentrated especially along the Polharrow Burn.  Extensive areas of 18th-century rectilinear 

fields and farms are shown along the Polharrow along with pockets of managed woodland and plantations 

enclosure, and there are small areas of 18th-century rectilinear farms along burns penetrating the hills to the 

north.  The data indicates small designed landscapes at Garroch, Glenlee and Forest Lodge. 

There are large areas of commercial forest on these hills, the different aged stands within which, together with 

open moorland, create a patchwork of texture and colour on the hillsides that adds contrast to this rugged 

landscape. Numerous small lochans are located in the high valleys within this area, several of which have small 

dams and are connected to a hydro scheme on the Forrest Estate. Two turbines of 100m to blade tip are under 

construction on Torrs Hill below Corserine. 

Fields of varied size on the lower slopes are enclosed by drystone dykes built of local stones that tend to be 

rounded, giving rough textured single dykes.  The walls are in variable condition, in part because the rounded 

stones may be less able to withstand impacts (vehicles, falling trees, cattle rubbing) than the flatter stones that 

form the dykes in the southern half of the landscape partnership area, or may be more challenging to repair. 

The Southern Upland Way crosses these hills between St John’s Town of Dalry and Clatteringshaws, and 

parking is available at the Forrest Lodge providing access to the forests for recreation. 

There is a disused lead mine by the Garryhorn burn, and the remains of a ferm-toun at Polmaddy. The history 

of the area is examined in the HEA. 

 

There is a sense of transition in these hills, from the high uplands to the west, down to low valley landscapes in 

the east. 

Forces for Change 

The main forces for change are likely to be commercial forestry changes, and the approach to replanting in 

particular. Redesign of forests could change the character of this area, particularly as the backdrop to views 

from the Glenkens.  

Local threats 

The Kells Foothills lie within the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area as they form the foreground to views of 

the uplands. The Torrs Hill windfarm will introduce wind energy development into the area, and there is likely 

to be pressure for further development in this area. There may also be pressures for small scale hydroelectric 

schemes in this area. 
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A local threat includes the decay of walls as viable field boundaries due to lack of maintenance of walls that are 

built of rounded stones. 

Local opportunities 

Felling and replanting with deciduous species within the forest cycle has the potential to enhance the 

appearance of the forests on these foothills, and their appearance in views from the valley. 

In addition, there are opportunities for the repair of the drystone walls that are a feature of this area.  Wall 

repair and maintenance is a heritage skill that, when taught to trainees as part of the landscape partnership 

mission has the potential to provide long term employment within the landscape partnership area. Given the 

variation of walling materials across the landscape partnership area, there is the opportunity to explore local 

responses to materials, and to increase awareness of differences in wall construction techniques as a cultural 

variation. 

Mapping and documentary research into Polmaddy and Woodhead mine could involve opportunities for public 

engagement and further interpretation. 
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LLA 6: Laurieston Foothills  

    

Key Characteristics 

 Rugged hills extending south from the Cairn Edward Uplands 

 Extensive forest plantations  

 Lochans between hills 

 Disused railway and routes through hills 

Description 

The Laurieston Foothills area is characterised as rugged hills that extend south of the Cairn Edward Uplands 

with a eastern transitional boundary with the Castle Douglas Drumlin Pastures along the A762 and Whirstone 

Hill. The hills are generally lower, and of smoother profiles than the Cairn Edward Uplands, although some 

rugged tops do occur. There are extensive areas of coniferous forest that together with the upland farmland, 

creates a patchwork of land uses. These hills form the backdrop to westward views from around the southern 

end of Loch Ken and Castle Douglas. 

There are a number of small lochans amongst the hills, and wetlands occur on the valley floors, including the 

Grobdale Lane valley and around Mossdale. Lochs often have forested edges, with steep forested slopes 

dropping into the lochs at Stroan Loch (Boss Hill) and Woodhall Loch (Craig Hill). 

The area was used from early prehistory for settlement and ceremonial activity.  Funerary cairns occur in 

clusters, for example at the head of Loch Mannoch and north of Bargatton Loch.  There are extensive remains 

of Bronze Age or later farming settlements, comprising round houses and cairnfields, between Loch Whinyeon 

and Laughenghie Hill, as well as burnt mounds near burns and lochs.  Later prehistoric settlement on hilltops is 

evident at Edgarton Mote, a scheduled monument, while the hilltop enclosure of Giant's Dykes - one of the 

largest in south-west Scotland - may have been a place for regional gatherings.  There are numerous remains of 

medieval and later farming and use of the foothills for summer grazing, in the form of shielings, farmsteads and 

enclosures. 
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The HLA data indicates numerous small areas of later prehistoric settlement and agriculture on and around 

Laughenghie Hill.  Interspersed with these and also concentrated in the valley south of Stroan Loch are larger 

areas of medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture.  Extensive areas of 18th-century or later 

rectilinear fields and farms are shown around Culreoch and Grobdale.  These occur also at Slogarie and 

Laurieston Hall on the east along with small designed landscapes and areas of managed woodland. 

The disused Dumfries to Portpatrick railway, known as the 'Paddy Line', runs through this area from Mossdale 

towards Newton Stewart. There is also a network of roads and paths throughout this area, including the A762 

that runs north-south along the eastern fringe, and an unclassified, former drove road that connects Lauriston 

to Gatehouse of Fleet via Lochenbreck. 

There is not a strong sense of identity to these hills compared with parts of the study area.  However, Neilson's 

Monument a pyramid/obelisk to the inventor James Beaumont Neilson on Barstobrick Hill (outside the 

landscape partnership area) creates a focal point in views from a wide area. 

Forces for Change 

The main forces for change are likely to be commercial forestry changes, and the approach to replanting in 

particular. Redesign of forests could change the character of this area, with replanting to give a mixed species 

woodland.  

The Laurieston Foothills lie partially within the Galloway Hills Regional Scenic Area and the close proximity to 

the designated areas within the Merrick uplands may make windfarm developments less likely. There may be 

pressures for small scale hydroelectric schemes in this area. 

Local threats  

Local threats relating to commercial forest plantations include insensitive replanting of conifer stands, and 

changes to the character of views from the route through this area, and encroachment on to semi-improved 

land. 

Walking/ cycling pressure may affect erosion on paths, good design and regular maintenance are important 

considerations, including the need for increased access for the less able bodied. 
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Local opportunities  

Recreational uses of routes through the forests could be encouraged, particularly around the lochans and along 

existing forest tracks. 

The route along the disused railway could be enhanced and present opportunities for interpretation, 

particularly related to the early history of the area. 
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LLA 7: Carsphairn Valley Section 

    

Key Characteristics 

 Sweeping U shaped glacial valley 

 Moorland covered slopes with some forest areas 

 Walled enclosures and sheep stells or fanks 

 Wet valley floor 

 Archaeological features 

Description 

The Carsphairn Valley Section in the upper part of the Galloway Glens valley known as the Glenkens is 

characterised by an exposed, large scale, broad valley sculpted by the Pleistocene ice sheet.  It has the classic 

profile of a U shaped valley with steeper sides and a flat base all of which was polished smooth by the actions 

of the ice. As the valley sides rise gradually to the hills either side, the character area boundary is difficult to 

define, but follows walled enclosures along the western side, and takes a line across the slope on the eastern 

side. The A713 and a line of pylons parallel to it lie within the valley on the eastern side, rather than forming 

the edge of it, so a line is taken responding to the top of Holm Hill and the high slopes of Craig of Knockgray, as 

used by the Upper Dale LCT in 1998.  

The Southern Uplands to the east and Kells Foothills to the west rise above the Carsphairn Valley and define 

the horizon in views around this valley, which are panoramic due to the broad nature of the valley floor. The 

southern half of the area is in use primarily for rough grazing, within the northern half there is a mix of 

commercial forestry and rough grazing.  

This open valley formed a natural corridor from the Mesolithic onward.  The confluence of streams at 

Carsphairn was marked as significant in the early Neolithic (5th-4th millennia BC) and again in the Neolithic-

Bronze Age (4th-3rd millennia) by the construction of Cairn Avel long cairn and Holm of Daltallochan standing 

stones and stone circle (all scheduled monuments), and funerary cairns around the valley edges.  It was again 
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significant during the 8th or 9th century AD, when Anglian crosses marked an early church or monastery.  In 

the 13th century, Carsphairn was a monastic grange, belonging first to the abbey of Melrose and later to 

Vaudey in Lincolnshire.  The valley channelled the movement of the armies of Rome, who may have built a 

road along it to link Glenlochar to Dalbeattie and Ayrshire, and of both sides during the Wars of Independence.  

A memorial to 11 crew members, killed when a USAF Boeing KB-29P tanker crashed near the A713 in July 1951, 

is built into a field wall at Brockloch.   

The HLA data shows two small areas of medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture, one near 

Lamford and the other near Carsphairn, with a medieval town at Carsphairn itself.  It indicates  extensive 18th-

century rectilinear fields and farms and pockets of managed woodland along the valley, with small designed 

landscapes at Knockgray and Lagwyne. 

Dry stone dykes are a feature of the area, in particular where they form circular sheep stells or fanks with two 

or three radiating walls for shelter on the valley slopes.  Dykes also form field small scale enclosures on the 

lower slopes and larger fields across the flat, wet marshy valley floor.  The dykes are constructed with locally 

sources, often very large rounded or angular stones and are in a variable condition because of age and lack of 

maintenance. In addition, the rounded stones are less able to withstand impacts (vehicles, exposure, cattle or 

sheep rubbing) than the flatter stones that form the dykes in the southern half of the landscape partnership 

area. 

The village Carsphairn is a small linear vernacular settlement between two bridging points over the Water of 

Deugh. A small power station at Drumjohn is the highest of the power stations with in the main valley. 

The sense of place within this valley section is of a broad open landscape that contrasts with the narrow 

winding landscape approaches from either the north or south.  

Forces for Change 

The main forces for change are likely to be commercial forestry changes, and the approach to replanting in 

particular. Redesign of forests could change the character of this area, with replanting to give a mixed species 

woodland along the valley’s watercourses, or soften the edges of commercial plantations on the valley sides.  

Other forces for change within the Carsphairn valley are likely to be indirect, i.e. changes outside the area that 

would affect outward views from the valley, for example the introduction of windfarms or expansion of forestry 

on the hills around it. 
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Local threats 

Changes in forest patterns in the valley may affect the scale and enclosure of parts of the valley, the large scale 

of the valley being a key aspect that gives it the sense of openness.  

Changes to agricultural practices, including those influenced by changes in agri-funding, are likely to create 

changes in the character of this area, especially where viability of upland sheep farming is changed. Changes to 

agricultural practices could see increased improvement of land, including additional drainage efforts, or 

conversely the reduction of use of less productive land. 

Dykes when they fall down are often replaced with wire fences as stock-proof boundaries, fallen dykes within 

sheep shelter structures are not necessarily rebuilt. The gradual loss of dykes in this area will reduce the 

upland character, as well as being a loss of local distinctiveness. 

Local opportunities 

There are opportunities for the repair of the dykes that are a feature of this area, particularly the sheep shelter 

structures.  Dyke repair and maintenance is a heritage skill that, when taught to trainees as part of the 

landscape partnership mission has the potential to provide long term employment within the landscape 

partnership area. Given the variation of walling materials across the landscape partnership area, there is the 

opportunity to explore local responses to materials, and to increase awareness of differences in dyke 

construction techniques as a cultural variation.  

There are opportunities here, as part of a larger scale project, to create a long distance route that takes in the 

full length of the valley, perhaps starting at Loch Doon, and running through this valley as an off-road route, 

and on to Kirkcudbright. 

Further interpretation of the early significance and historical dynamics of the Carsphairn area, related to 

topography , hydrology and movement, could enhance the experiences of visitors. 
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LLA 8: Dundeugh Valley Section 

    

Key Characteristics 

 Narrow valley passing Dundeugh Hill  

 Power infrastructure including a series of reservoirs, dams, weirs, power lines and power stations  

 Mixed and coniferous woodland and scattered  mature trees around lochs 

 Drystone dyke enclosures and sheep stells or fanks 

Description 

The Dundeugh Valley, in the middle part of the Galloway Glens valley known as the Glenkens, is narrower than 

both the upper Carsphairn section and lower Kenmure section due to Dundeugh Hill forming an obstacle for 

the glacier that carved out the valley. Dundeugh Hill and stands in the middle of the valley, with water flowing 

either side.  

Stone tools and waste from tool production found along the River Ken show people were using the valley and 

its resources from the Mesolithic onward; it formed one of several key routes between the Solway and Ayrshire 

coasts.  Funerary cairns and clearance cairns hint at the presence of well-established communities in the 

Neolithic and Bronze Age, with a scooped settlement on Knockclune Hill an example of what were perhaps  

once extensive farming settlements along the valley sides.  Later prehistoric communities were based in small, 

enclosed settlements like Carminnows fort, on a promontory beside Loch Kendoon.  From the 13th to 17th 

centuries, castles and tower houses like those at Dundeugh and Glenhoul provided defended centres for feudal 

control and estate management during frequent periods of warfare and political and social instability.  

Earlstoun Castle, a scheduled monument and category A listed building, was built in the late 16th or early 17th 

century, probably on the site of an earlier stronghold.  The remains of medieval to post-medieval townships 

and field systems extend up the valley sides.   

The HLA notes an area of early prehistoric settlement and agriculture (represented by an artefact scatter) on 

the east bank of the Water of Ken above its confluence with Polharrow Burn, and some large areas of later 
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prehistoric settlement and agriculture in the eastern part of the area, around Barlaes Hill.  It shows abundant 

medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture along the valley floor and sides.  Large areas are shown 

laid out in 18th-century rectilinear fields and farms, along with numerous distinctive bands of managed 

woodland and plantation enclosures, and designed landscapes at Knocknalling, Earlstoun and Kenbank. 

The natural river system has been modified by the Galloway Hydroelectric Scheme that was implemented 

during the 1930s. There is a series of dammed reservoirs, Kendoon, Carsfad and Earlstoun Lochs, and sluices, 

weirs and penstocks feeding a series of power stations. Pylons and substations are also part of the power 

infrastructure of the valley, which is a strong characteristic of this area. Although often set in woodland, the 

presence of the hydro scheme, in particular with the 1930's (Art Deco) architecture of the power stations, is 

distinctive. 

Woodlands are both coniferous and mixed in this area, and although much of it is open, mixed woodland and 

scattered mature trees particularly around the lochs and along the road corridors, give this a wooded 

character. There is a strong contrast with the Carsphairn valley section, as it is narrow and wooded. Field 

boundaries are dykes constructed with rounded or angular stones and there are numerous sheep stells or 

fanks on the valley slopes. These are generally in the form of a circular enclosure that can be used as a pen, 

with two or three radiating walls for shelter. Fields tend to be small scale, and relate to the landform with 

smaller enclosures around farms on the slopes, and larger enclosures higher up. 

There are castles at Earlstoun and near Kendoon power station, and other archaeological features, indicating 

that this area has been occupied for millennia. The A713 runs along the west side of the area and the B729 and 

B7000 run along the east side, the latter with views over the valley towards the hills to the west of the study 

area. 

This area has the sense of being a landscape of power, defined by dams and power stations, set in a narrow 

valley with scattered mature trees. 
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Forces for Change 

Changes to the woodland in this valley section are likely to affect this area. The felling of forest plantations on 

Dundeugh Hill will alter its appearance as a dark mass, and the loss of mature deciduous trees, such as those 

around Carsfad Loch would greatly reduce the sense of a wooded landscape.  

Changes may also arise from works to the hydroelectric schemes, such as felling to make way for upgrading 

infrastructure, including upgrades to the power transmission system that will need new, larger pylons to 

connect Kendoon Power Station with Tongland. 

Forces for change also include indirect changes visible from the valley, such as windfarm development on the 

horizon. 

Changes in farming practices could also affect this area, driven by agri-funding, with the character of fields 

changing with intensity of use and improvement. 

Local threats 

Changes in woodland and forest patterns in the valley may affect the scale and enclosure of parts of the valley. 

In particular, loss of deciduous woodland or individual trees would reduce the wooded character of this valley 

section. 

Dykes when they fall down are often replaced with wire fences as stock-proof boundaries, fallen dykes within 

sheep shelter structures are not necessarily rebuilt. The gradual loss of dykes in this area will reduce local 

distinctiveness. 

Local opportunities 

There are opportunities to support the planting of young deciduous trees that can help to retain the wooded 

character of the landscape, particularly around the loch where scattered trees contrast with the woodland 

blocks of most other areas within the Galloway Glens.  
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There are opportunities for the repair of the dykes that are a feature of this area, particularly the sheep shelter 

structures.  Wall repair and maintenance is a heritage skill that, when taught to trainees as part of the 

landscape partnership mission has the potential to provide long term employment within the landscape 

partnership area. Given the variation of walling materials across the landscape partnership area, there is the 

opportunity to explore local responses to materials, and to increase awareness of differences in dyke 

construction techniques as a cultural variation.  
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LLA 9: Kenmure Valley Section 

    

Key Characteristics 

 Broad valley with flat floodplain with improved pasture on the valley floor 

 Riparian woodland along the meandering river, mixed and coniferous shelterbelts on the valley sides 

 St John’s Town of Dalry and New Galloway settlements on valley sides 

 Drumlin hills on east valley sides, with pastures and dykes 

 Kenmure Castle and archaeological features 

 Wetlands on the valley floor around the head of Loch Ken 

Description 

Kenmure Valley is the lowest section of ‘The Glenkens’ and is characterised as a distinctive flat valley floor with 

the Water of Ken meandering from north to south.  There are riparian woodlands, and bunds or levees along 

some sections of the river, indicating considerable efforts made in flood water management.  The water system 

in the northern part of this LLA is heavily influenced by the hydroelectric scheme, with channels and penstocks 

associated with Glenlee power station. Pylons are also associated with the power infrastructure of the valley. 

The valley floor is divided up into large rectilinear fields of improved pasture, ley and arable.  Field boundaries 

are generally formed by dykes sometimes constructed with rounded or angular stones, often made stockproof 

with post and wire fences.  Hawthorn hedges and post and wire fences are also used to form field boundaries. 

Kenmure Valley is characterised as a settled, well maintained, 'manicured' landscape that was modified during 

the period of agricultural improvements in the C18, with medium sized fields and more frequent farmsteads on 

the valley sides. It is small to medium scale with the well-defined valley floor rising to small scale drumlins 

around Balmaclellan. 

The A713 and A762 run either side of the valley, and the A712 crosses the area from Balmaclellan to New 

Galloway. St Johns Town of Dalry is located on the eastern side of the valley, on an old pilgrimage route to 
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Whithorn, and the Southern Upland Way long distance walking path runs through the village. New Galloway 

was established in 1630 as a market town, and is located on the western edge of the valley. Kenmure Castle sits 

on a terraced mound overlooking the valley, first occupied in the 13th century. The Loch Ken and River Dee 

marshes, known as the Kenmure Holms, that grade into Loch Ken are designated as an SPA, Ramsar site and 

SSSI. 

This area was historically important, both for its crossing places over the River Ken and for the juncture of 

several key routeways through the landscape - both north/south along the valley and east/west along the route 

of the A712.  Dalharran Holm, with its standing stone and Mesolithic and Bronze Age finds, may have been a 

key point along the valley from early prehistory, while an Iron Age votive offering  of a bronze mirror and other 

fine objects, found wrapped in cloth in a bog near Balmaclellan, point to the area's later religious significance.  

Early place names evoke successive waves of Brittonic, Anglian and Gaelic speakers in this part of the valley in 

the 1st millennium AD.  Medieval power centres like the mottes at Dalry and Balmaclellan controlled 

movement and river crossings, and the site of Kenmure Castle may have been a stronghold of the Lordship of 

Galloway.  The rural settlement pattern, represented by Grennan Mill and Barscobie Castle, was established by 

the time the Earls of Douglas's estates were forfeit in 1455 and developed under the Maclellans and Gordons. 

New Galloway was created in 1629 by the Gordons of Lochinvar and became a centre of inland commerce and 

industry, particularly weaving.  The area was a hotbed for Covenanter activity and support, with graves in 

Balmaclellan churchyard and open-air preaching sites in the nearby hills. 

The HLA data indicates a triangle of early prehistoric settlement and agriculture (from an artefact scatter) at 

the confluence of the Coom Burn and Water of Ken.  A medieval village and town are shown at Balmaclellan 

and New Galloway respectively, and at Kenmure it shows a medieval castle, designed landscape and 18th-

century and later managed woodland.  Nearly the entire area is shown as occupied by 18th-century rectilinear 

fields and farms with many small areas of managed woodland and a designed landscape at Holm Farm. 

The sense of place here is of a more settled valley landscape than those further north. The two settlements 

and agricultural use of the valley floor give it a sense of business not found in the surrounding areas.  
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Forces for Change  

Changes to agricultural practices, including those influenced by changes in agri-funding, are likely to create 

changes in the character of this area. Changes to agricultural practices could see increased improvement of 

land, including additional drainage efforts, or conversely the reduction of use of less productive land. 

If climate change is to bring further flooding, this area will be affected, particularly around the Kenmure Holms, 

but also over the flat pasture further up the valley, although there are water management features in this area. 

Local threats 

Changes in woodland management on the lower slopes may affect the character and enclosure of parts of this 

valley, and aging and loss of riparian trees would also change this characteristic. 

Lack of maintenance for field boundaries is changing the emphasis from dykes and hedges as stock-proof 

barriers, to fences along tumble-down dykes and gappy hedges.  

Local opportunities 

The Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes are a key ecological feature of this area, with opportunities for 

conservation, enhancement of the wetland habitats, as well as interpretation and visitor facilities such as bird 

hides. 

The maintenance and repair of dykes and the management of hedgerows including replanting gappy sections 

and potentially layering, are important to conserve the more settled and managed character of this landscape. 

Hedgerow management is a skill that has the potential to provide long term employment within the landscape 

partnership area. 

There are also opportunities for research and interpretation into the history of water management in this 

section of the valley, related to the power system and improvement of the valley floor landscape for 

agriculture. 
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LLA 10: Upper Loch Ken Valley Section 

    

Key Characteristics 

 Flooded transition from forested hills to drumlin lowland  

 Distinctive character change across Loch Ken 

 Undulating pasture on eastern side with mixed woodland and coniferous shelterbelts and beech trees 

Description 

The Upper Loch Ken Valley describes a curve where the glacier was deflected round the granite mass of Cairn 

Edward. This section of valley has steep sides to the west, and a gentle slope to the east on which the glacier 

deposited drumlin hills. The boundaries of this area are abrupt on the western shore, where the steep forested 

slopes drop straight into the loch, but there is a more gradual transition to the east with undulating pasture 

land rising from the water.  

The loch itself is a long but relatively narrow waterbody, with narrow shingle beaches and wetlands along the 

northern edge. The shores are wooded on the western side, and more open to the east, although sections of 

shoreline riparian woodland occur. Looking northwards from the loch, the views are of low woodland with the 

buildings of New Galloway visible. Southwards views extend down the loch into the distance, with woodland 

on either side. 

Remains of post-medieval farming, including small-medium scale enclosures and farmsteads are spread along 

the drumlins, interspersed with sparse traces of prehistoric settlement.  The HLA data indicates patches of 

medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture, with most of the area laid out in 18th-century 

rectilinear fields and farms interspersed with pockets of managed woodland.  A small designed landscape is 

shown at Barscobe Castle. 

The eastern side of the valley has areas with an estate-like character, with beech trees and shelterbelts, while 

other areas are rougher with moorland with scrub. The landform on the eastern side is of drumlins, which form 

the northern reaches of the drumlin field within the Galloway Glens area. 



     

 

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment & Historic Environment Audit for Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership 71 

 

Access to the water is limited on the east side of the loch, except at the two marinas, and a parking layby near 

Glenlaggan. On the western side of the loch, however, where the A762 runs along the edge of the loch, there is 

a small informal carpark (see viewpoint Loch Ken West) where there is access to the water’s edge, and several 

locations where cars have drawn in and created informal laybys. 

The A713 road on the east side is set back from the loch side further north, such that the loch plays a 

decreasing role in the character of the area as seen from the road when travelling north. From the southern 

end, the views from the road across the loch are over pasture fields with small woodland plantations in the 

foreground, to coniferous forested hills on the far side (see also viewpoint Loch Ken East).  

Field on the eastern side are defined by drystone dykes constructed with rounded/angular stones and/or post 

and wire fences. 

The sense of place in this area is of a linear landscape, a loch with a distinctive transition in character from one 

side to the other. It is tranquil with woodland and wooded farmland, though there is a sense of it being a 

passage from north to south, particularly on the western side where there is little space between the loch and 

the steep slopes.  

Forces for Change 

Changes to agricultural practices, including those influenced by changes in agri-funding, are likely to create 

changes in the character of this area, especially where the availability of funding for the upkeep of field 

boundaries is altered. Changes to agricultural practices could see increased improvement of land, or alterations 

to the field boundary characteristics. 
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Local Threats 

Without replanting, the aging a loss of mature shelterbelt and field boundary trees will alter the wooded 

character of the eastern side of the loch, including the loss of beech trees that give the impression of policy 

woodlands. This maintenance of field boundaries and shelterbelt woodlands are a key local issue here. 

Public access to the lochside from the marinas and parking area at Glenlaggan is limited, and there is clearly a 

desire to park and access the loch from the western side, evidenced by the informal laybys along the A762. 

Local Opportunities 

There are opportunities to create a more strategic network of parking facilities along the lochside, particularly 

along the A762 although space between the water’s edge and the steep slopes is limited. There may also be 

opportunities to create linking paths to connect the road, marinas and other points of interest on the eastern 

side, as part of a wider network of off-road routes. 

The maintenance and repair of dykes and the management of hedgerows including replanting gappy sections 

and potentially layering, are important to conserve the more settled and managed character of this landscape. 

Hedgerow management is a skill that has the potential to provide long term employment within the landscape 

partnership area. 
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LLA 11: Castle Douglas Drumlin Pastures 

    

Key Characteristics 

 Extensive drumlin field across low lying land 

 Loch Ken as a flooded river with interlocking drumlin bays and islands 

 Dyke and hedge bounded undulating pasture fields, with woodlands and shelterbelts and distinctive tree 

clumps on drumlin tops 

Description 

This area is characterised as an extensive drumlin field, of deposits left by the advance and retreat of 

Pleistocene ice sheets and glaciers that ran down from the uplands such as Corserine Summit, depositing 

material in ripples that are orientated in the direction of glacial flow. Occasional rocky outcrops emerge from 

the drumlin field, such as at Meikle Dornell, distinguishable by being more rugged than the smooth drumlins.   

The area is extensive is defined  to the north and west by rising ground that takes on a more upland character 

with, for example, forested hills narrowing Loch Ken (a constriction used by the railway route to bridge the 

loch), Barstobrick Hill, and the higher drumlins around Barwhillanty. To the south the ground rises to the 

Bengairn hills, and the drumlin field narrows into the Tongland valley to the south-west. Westwards, a subtle 

ridge forms the transition from drumlin field to valley landscapes beyond the study area. 

The River Ken is held behind a barrage at Glenlochar, and the reservoir has taken on the shape of the 

interlocking drumlins that form islands and bays between them. Loch Ken in this section is therefore not a 

wide, open stretch of water as it is further north in the Upper Loch Ken Valley Section, and it has a variable 

presence within the landscape depending on the extent of the open water in view. The lowest and flattest 

parts of this area are around Threave, where the River Dee meanders between drumlins. Carlingwark Loch at 

Castle Douglas is connected to the river by a straight canal, that was constructed to be a route for transporting 

marl northwards from the loch. The disused Dumfries to Portpatrick (aka the 'Paddy Line') railway runs north to 

south, parallel with the A713 through this area.  
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The deposited material that formed the drumlins has created good soils, and agriculture includes improved 

pasture, ley and arable crops, with large scale fields bounded by stone dykes flowing round or over the drumlin 

landforms.  The dykes are constructed of flatter stones than further north, as locally sourced sedimentary rocks 

tend to cleave into flattened forms than the granites further north. These flatter stones enabled easier wall 

construction techniques, with tighter dykes as a result. Hedges dominate in some locations where the Levellers 

challenged early enclosures and took down dykes in protest. This can be seen, in particular, in an area to the 

south of Castle Douglas, where the absence of dykes is noticeable for a few fields. 

Woodlands tend to be small shelterbelts or clumps, which when planted on the tops of drumlins can create 

distinctive landmarks such as at Ernespie Hill north of Castle Douglas, White Hill near Glenlochar and a numer 

of wooded islands in Loch Ken near Crossmichael. There are no extensive areas of commercial coniferous 

plantation, although a few small areas occur. Woodland includes mixed deciduous woodland, and policy 

woodlands around several designed landscapes, including Hensol House, Parton House, Culgruff, Danevale 

Park, Greenlaw, Balmaghie House, Threave, and Dildawn. These woodlands combine to create a frequently 

wooded character to the landscape. 

The historic environment in this area evokes how people have used it over millennia.  Ring-ditches around 

Glenlochar and Castle Douglas and cairns and stone circles on the higher slopes are evidence of earlier 

prehistoric ceremony, and later prehistoric hilltop enclosures are concentrated along the eastern valley sides. 

Carlingwark Loch and Threave were clearly a centre of some political and religious significance in the mid to 

late 1st millennium BC and beyond, reflected in abundant metalwork in votive offerings and in the Roman 

Army complex at Glenlochar.  The spectacular Viking Age hoard found at an early church site near Balmaghie 

indicates the well-established character of ecclesiastical power and secular connections in the later 1st 

millennium AD, and this area later formed the heartlands of the lordship of Galloway. During the medieval 

period and up til the fall of the Earls of Douglas in 1455, Threave Castle commanded the river valley visually 

and politically.  With the Age of Improvement, Castle Douglas was established and grew in importance as a 

centre of inland trade, and the remodelling of the surrounding farming landscape. 

 The HLA data notes one later prehistoric fortified site and a small area of later prehistoric settlement and 

agriculture at the south-west edge of the area, along with the Roman complex at Glenlochar.  It shows a few 

small pockets of medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture west of the river, a medieval cropmark 

site near Bridgestone and medieval castles at Greenlaw and Threave.  The 18th-century and later landscape is 



     

 

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment & Historic Environment Audit for Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership 75 

 

almost entirely laid out in rectilinear fields and farms with pockets of managed woodland.  There are planned 

agricultural villages, some with allotments, at Bridge of Dee, Kelton Hill and Castle Douglas. Numerous 

designed landscapes are shown, including large areas at Parton, Balmaghie, Kelton Hill, Ardrennan and 

Ingleston. 

The sense of place within this landscape area is being in a settled agricultural landscape that is hummocky and 

generally without extensive views. The loch is quiet and secretive, not being the open expanse of water as 

further north.  

Forces for Change 

Being principally an agricultural area, pressures and changes in the agri-environment and funding will have an 

influence here, which will affect the use of land, stock intensity, field boundaries, and what is grown in arable 

areas.  

If climate change is to bring further flooding, this area will be affected, particularly around the lower reaches of 

Loch Ken, and around the flat ground west of Castle Douglas, which have a history of flooding, with particularly 

severe floods in December 2015. 

Local threats  

Changes to woodland management and loss of mature trees would affect the wooded character of this area, 

particularly if landmark clumps of trees on drumlin tops are lost. 

A local threat identified by a participant at a community engagement event is the flattening of drumlins for 

development or for farm improvement. 

Local opportunities 

Public access around this area and to the watercourses is patchy, with the exception of Carlingwark Loch which 

has a core path around much of it. There are opportunities to create a better connected landscape with link 

paths and access along sections of the disused railway creating a network of off-road routes. The waterways, in 

particular the canal to Carlingwark Loch have opportunities for water based activities, such as canoe trails. 

With the Roman remains around Glenlochar, the history around Threave Castle, and the story of the canal and 

the marl trade, there are strong themes for interpretation and community engagement projects.  

Dyke and hedgerow maintenance and replanting of field boundary trees will help to combat the decline or loss 

of the structure of the landscape, and provide opportunities to support and maintain heritage skills.  
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LLA 12: Tongland Valley Section 

 

Key Characteristics 

 Drumlin lined valley with dammed river north of Tongland  

 Good quality pasture and arable fields with hedges and dykes and clumps of trees as shelterbelts 

 Industrial elements including Tongland Power Station with associated dam, fish ladder, and pylon lines, as 

well as a former car factory and an active quarry.  

 Tidal haven south of Tongland Bridge 

Description 

This area represents the narrowing of the glacial channel as it altered course to pass the igneous rocks of the 

Bengairn hills. It is defined to east and west by the visual horizon of Culdoach Hill to High Arkland, and the Bar 

Hill ridge above Park of Tongland. To the north it opens out to the Castle Douglas Drumlins upstream of 

Argrennan House, and downstream, it extends to the edge of Kirkcudbright and the A755, beyond which the 

character becomes coastal.  

Drumlins and occasional rocky outcrops line the valley floor and sides each orientated north-east to south-west 

reflecting the direction of glacial flow. The River Dee meanders between drumlins before becoming enlarged to 

form Tongland Loch behind a dam above Tongland Power Station. Finds of early prehistoric stone and antler 

tools along the river indicate its use by communities in the Mesolithic and Neolithic, while ceremonial 

monuments and rock art evoke longer-lasting connections to the landscape.  Medieval ecclesiastical and 

secular power are reflected at Tongland Abbey and Kirkcormack.  The power station is an impressive Art Deco 

building set close to the A711, and there are penstocks and a fish ladder up to Tongland Loch set in woodland 

by the dam.  

The HLA data shows a prehistoric fortified site (Carse Mote) and an area of medieval/post-medieval reverse S-

shaped fields in the river bend below Tongland Bridge.  It shows the area almost entirely laid out in 18th-
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century rectilinear farms and fields and pockets of managed woodland, with designed landscapes at Cumstoun 

and Ardendee. 

The fields in this area are variable and irregular, having to respond to the variable terrain.  Larger scale 

rectilinear fields on the valley floor contrast with small scale enclosures on the rugged slopes. Land use is 

dominated by agriculture, with improved pasture, with ley and arable crops. Boundaries are generally of dykes 

with occasional hedges. Dykes are constructed of locally sourced flat stone, and usually have a wire or wires to 

keep the stock from damaging the dykes.   

There is a large quarry north of Tongland, and pylon lines link to the power station through this area. The 

industrial buildings of the former Galloway Engineering Co. car factory and Tongland Power Station, as well as 

Thomas Telford’s Tongland Bridge built in 1808, are architecturally interesting and an important part of the 

local history.   

South of Tongland Bridge, the River Dee is tidal, with a wide river bed of mudflats and vegetation forming a 

tidal haven. This area is sheltered on the western side by the woodlands around Cumstoun Castle and to the 

east by riparian trees and fields. Without views to the open sea, this area does not have a sense of coastal 

character. 

There are archaeological remains of mottes, forts and other earthworks around Kirkcudbright and Tongland 

that provide evidence of past settlement.  

This is a place with a sense of narrowing down, with the linear loch and the presence of skylining hills on either 

side. It is not a coastal area, although south of Tongland Bridge the river is tidal. 

Forces for Change 

Being principally an agricultural area, pressures and changes in the agri-environment and funding will have an 

influence here, which will affect the use of land, stock intensity, field boundaries, and what is grown in arable 

areas.  
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If climate change is to bring further flooding, this area will be affected, being a channelling of the water 

catchment. 

Changes may also arise from works to the hydroelectric schemes, such as felling to make way for upgrading 

infrastructure around Tongland power station, and proposed upgrading works to the electricity transmission 

network from Tongland Power station, which will introduce new pylons and potentially a new substation in this 

area. In this respect some forces for change are similar to those for the Dundeugh valley section. 

Local threats  

There are relatively few field boundary trees in this area, and there is a risk of losing them, to the detriment of 

the character and biodiversity of the area. Loss or lack of maintenance for field boundaries would affect the 

character of this area, particularly where existing dykes respond to the local drumlins by going over or round 

them. 

Tongland appears to have been a small but important site for local industry, and there is the threat of loss of 

knowledge about these activities as well as loss of buildings such as the old car factory, which was of an 

innovative building design. 

Water management during periods of flooding is a key local issue also, as all of the water collected within the 

Ken/Dee catchment area must pass through this valley section through such obstacles as the Tongland Loch 

dam. The dam has been built with spillways, but this valley is still a bottleneck where floodwaters that were 

spread over large areas of the Castle Douglas area become channelled into fast flowing waters with high 

erosive forces.  

Local opportunities 

Walling and hedge laying skills would create opportunities to maintain and enhance the field boundaries in this 

LLA, with lasting benefits for the landscape and the skilled trainees. Tree planting along field boundaries will 

also create shelter and wildlife corridors.  

There are opportunities for interpretation in relation to the industrial heritage and early history of this area.  

Flood control measures may be beyond the remit of the Landscape Partnership, but water calming measures in 

areas such as the tidal haven will help to protect this valued habitat from the erosive forces of floodwaters.  
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LLA 13: Kirkcudbright Bay 

    

Key Characteristics 

 Sheltered estuary with mudflats and rocky shores, and low undulating wooded hill horizon all round 

 Focal points of St Mary’s Isle and Little Ross island 

 Forms a contained local seascape area set inland of the Dumfries and Galloway coast 

 Kirkcudbright coastal town is a tourist destination  

Description 

Kirkcudbright Bay is a long, narrow sheltered bay where the River Dee meets the sea. This landscape area is 

clearly defined by the visual horizon of the low hills that surround the bay. Behind this horizon, the relationship 

with the sea is more remote. This area forms a contained seascape area, with an intricate relationship between 

open water, mudflats, coast and surrounding low hills that define the coastal character.  

The mouth of the bay is 1.5km wide, and it extends 8km inland to Kirkcudbright, with a maximum distance 

across of 2.5km. St Mary’s Isle occupies the centre of the bay, preventing views out to sea from Kirkcudbright. 

Meikle Ross is an isolated rocky hill that forms a landmark at the mouth of the baby, linked to the mainland 

with a narrow strip of land behind Ross Bay. Little Ross is a rocky island c.500m off the coast adjacent to Meikle 

Ross, with a lighthouse built in 1843 by Alan Stevenson and a history of shipwrecks. 

The shorelines are generally rocky, leading out to extensive mudflats within the bay. Inland of the coastline, 

gently shelving slopes rise on the eastern side with a shore road and a path through the coastal woodland to 

Torrs Point. The woodlands extend between The Lake and Torrs Point, but the landscape is more open between 

The Lake and Mutehill with pasture field with fences or iron railings and many ash trees along the field 

boundaries. The western side of the bay is of steeper slopes that drop to a rocky shore on which waves break 

below the trees of hanging woodlands. In contrast, Ross Bay between Bar Point and Meikle Ross is of mud and 

sand exposed at low tide.  



     

 

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment & Historic Environment Audit for Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership 80 

 

Local place names within the bay tell of havens, caves, holes and presumably dangerous rocky points, as well 

as, further out, features that might occur only at low or mid tide such as the Devil’s Thrashing Floor, 

Manxman’s Lake and the course of the Buckland Burn which is below water at high tide. The coastal/maritime 

processes in and around the bay relate to the exposure of open water at the mouth of the bay, and the slowing 

of the water within the bay, that allows material that either river or sea water might be carrying to be dropped 

as sandy or muddy flats. Given the shallow gradient of the mudflats, the ebb and flow of the tide covers an 

extensive area and creates a slow paced but dynamic quality to the bay. The water becomes deeper further out 

from Kirkcudbright, and progressively more exposed as it approaches the open sea. The lighthouse is evidence 

of dangerous rocks for past shipping, and there are stories of smuggling along this coast. 

The HLA data shows two prehistoric fortified sites (Drummore Castle on the south-east and Doon Wood on the 

north-west), and several areas of medieval to post-medieval settlement and agriculture near the mouth of the 

bay on both sides.  Kirkcudbright itself is shown as the site of a medieval town.  The HLA shows the area as 

almost entirely under 18th-century rectilinear fields and farms and bands of managed woodland, with an 

extensive designed landscape on St Mary's Isle and other, smaller ones at (for example) Balmae, Grange and 

Senwick House. 

In views across and around the bay, the undulating wooded horizon is made up of the low hills that surround 

the bay, enclosing the bay and contributing to its sheltered character. The landmarks in views are the tall 

buildings of Kirkcudbright, and the Little Ross island (where it is visible), but the attention is generally drawn to 

the water with the changing character and light depending on the weather.  

Kirkcudbright occupies the shores and slopes of the innermost part of the bay, with a harbour and a narrow 

channel through the mudflats for boats. Kirkcudbright has a long history of being a sea port, and a rich 

archaeological heritage, including the remains of a medieval fortification at Castledykes, the 16th century 

MacLellan’s Castle in the middle of town, and rock art in the surrounding hills.  St Mary's Isle may have been 

the site of an early medieval monastery, and was home to a priory founded by one of the lords of Galloway in 

the 12th or 13th century.  Numerous shipwrecks in the bay itself attest to thriving maritime trade (which 

supported equally vibrant smuggling operations) in the post medieval to early modern periods. 

The extensive nature of the mudflats within the bay are rich feeding grounds for waders and other birds, with 

reed beds providing shelter for smaller birds at high tide. The outer shores of the bay are part of a SSSI that 

extends along the coast and the whole bay is included in the Solway Coast RSA. 

Kirkcudbright Bay is a tranquil place, with the visual character of the bay water dependent on the weather, 

from stormy and active with low gloomy light, to calm and bright in good weather. The light on the water and 

around the bay has long inspired artists who have come to Kirkcudbright to paint the seascapes that are 

constantly changing with the weather, the time of day and with the seasons. 
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Forces for Change 

Climate change bringing heavier storms that threaten coastal areas is a gradual change that will affect 

Kirkcudbright Bay and its surrounding coastal and woodland habitats.  

Kirkcudbright is a popular place for visitors, and there is pressure for tourism and visitor facilities, such as 

caravan parks, camp sites and coastal parks like that at Nun Bay.  

Being an agricultural area, pressures and changes in the agri-environment and funding will have an influence 

here, which will affect the use of land, stock intensity and field boundaries. Gorse is a characteristic of some 

parts of this coastal area, while gorse needs to be controlled, it should not be removed entirely, as it is typical 

of coastal areas ad contributes to the character of the peninsula landscape around the coast. 

Local threats 

Visitor pressure and the introduction of highly visible holiday parks would greatly affect the wooded character 

of the views around the bay. The woodland on the coastal slopes, particularly on the southwestern side, is a 

key part of the sheltered character of the bay, which would be threatened by loss or poor management of the 

woods. The ash trees inland of The Lake and Millhall are threatened by Ash Dieback disease (Hymenoscyphus 

fraxineus), and also by age as many trees are mature. 

The car park at The Doon is large and has visitor facilities, but multiple signs make it less welcoming than it 

could be.   

Castledykes is a historical site of local value, which is overgrown with scrub and not readily legible. There is a 

threat of loss of knowledge as well as loss of upstanding remains due to lack of care and erosion by tree and 

shrub roots. 

Local opportunities 

Management of and access through the coastal woods are an opportunity for partnership action within the 

bay. A path is marked on OS maps along the east side, but only a short section of path is marked on the west 

side, around the remains of Senwick Church. There would be opportunities to create a coastal path from 

Millhall to Ross Bay, which could take in the Senwick Church and manse sites, and interpretation could tell of 

local history, place names, stories, nature history and coastal features.   
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Field boundary trees to the east of Millhall should be monitored for disease, and alternative species planted, 

with consideration of the change in character that using a different species will bring. 

Castledykes is an opportunity for a historical excavation project ...  
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LLA 14: Cairnsmore Uplands 

    

Key Characteristics 

 Rolling upland hills with high rounded summits and broad moorland ridges of large scale 

 Steep incised valleys contain small scale watercourses, sometimes enclosed with plantations 

 Extended areas of coniferous forest on lower slopes, open grass or heather moor on high ridges 

Description 

This area is found to the north-east of Carsphairn above the Water of Deugh and Kendoon Loch, extending up 

in to the upper north-east part of the River Ken catchment area. It includes Cairnsmore of Carsphairn (797m 

AOD) and Benniner (710m AOD), and the slopes leading down to the foothills of Lamford Hill (399m AOD), 

Criag of Knockgray (383m AOD) and Marscalloch Hill (381m AOD) along the edge of the Ken/Deuch valley. 

This is a landscape formed by the Pleistocene glaciers, and more recent erosion by rivers. The forms of 

Cairnsmore of Carsphairn and Beninner, particularly with its steep eastern face (Beninner Gairy), are distinctive 

landmarks in views from much of the Ken valley, and often form the backdrop to views looking north. The hill 

tops are open and exposed with thin soils and sparse flora, the valley sides are steep with moorland and 

heather. The slopes and lower tops are traversed by dry stone dykes, with several sheep folds in the area, and 

sheep shelters (stells or fanks) with tricorn or circular shapes dotted across the slopes, occasionally with larger 

circular enclosures associated with them. There are signs of former field or drainage systems on the slopes, 

and in the upper valleys including north of Liggat and associated with the sheepfolds north of Craig of 

Knockgray.  

Early prehistoric funerary cairns, burnt mounds and rock art on and around Craigengillan Hill (including a 

scheduled monument, SM2238) attest to late Neolithic to Bronze Age settlement.  There are numerous 

abandoned townships on the uplands, including several mapped in the late 16th century, as well as farmsteads, 

enclosures and sheepfolds relating to occupation in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
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The HLA data shows some small patches of later prehistoric settlement and agriculture east of the Water of 

Ken, on and around Round Craigs.  It notes larger areas of medieval to post-medieval settlement and 

agriculture in the same area and further north along the Water of Ken and Polifferie Burn, with a few scattered, 

tiny areas of 18th-century rectilinear fields and farms along the same water courses and in isolated valleys 

further north.   

Over Lamford Hill and Dodd Hill in the north, and over Marscalloch Hill and Craigengillan Hill to the south, 

there are extensive forest plantations which form a dark blanket of trees, fragmented by clear rides, trees at 

different stages and felled stands.  There are a number of small coniferous plantations on the lower east of 

Carsphairn, and occasional deciduous woodland areas along lower watercourses. 

 

Tracks run into the hills from the A713 and the B729, but stop before the higher slopes. The hills are unsettled, 

though there are sheep folds and enclosures in the valleys that suggest a greater human presence in the past. 

To the north-east, windfarms are a feature of the landscape around Cairnsmore of Carsphairn, including Windy 

Standard Windfarm, while other windfarms are visible in the wider landscape. 

Views outwards are panoramic, down the Glenkens, and over to Loch Doon and the Rhinns of Kells. 

This is a place with smooth, strong topography, and a large scale character and a sense of remoteness, 

particularly further from forested areas. 

Forces for Change 

The main force for change in this area relates to forestry, with the potential for expansion of forested areas, 

and changes in the approach to replanting. Access may also be a force for change, although forest routes are 

established, and a number of other tracks run into the hills. Existing wind farms are visible from Cairnsmore of 

Carsphairn, including Windy Standard to the north, and the recently constructed Black Craig to the south. 

Other consented and proposed windfarms may also feature in the views in the future. 

Local threats 

The encroachment of commercial forestry on the hillsides is the principal threat to this area, and although it 

may be far from settlement, will alter the remoteness of the hills. 

The loss or degradation of dykes including sheepfolds and tricorn fanks is a threat to the local character of this 

area. 
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Local opportunities 

There is an opportunity for local people to engage with the local forest planning process to influence the 

replanting of felled plantations with biodiversity, cultural heritage and access in mind, and to influence the 

spread of forest cover. 

There are opportunities for research and interpretation in relation to the historic character and pattern of the 

landscape laid out with dykes, sheep shelters and drainage patterns, though this should be done in such a way 

as not to reduce remoteness, through mobile apps leaflets that walkers can carry, rather than interpretation 

panels in situ. 

There may be opportunities for improved access to the this area, including the potential for parking as well as 

subtle waymarking. 
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LLA 15: Mochrum Fell Upland Fringe 

    

Key Characteristics  

 Higher elevation drumlin fields at the edge of the Ken valley, leading up to low moorland hills with forest 

areas and lochans 

 Forest plantations can be extensive, and contrast with smaller woodlands that respond to field boundaries 

 Stone dyke and hedge bounded undulating upland pasture fields  

Description  

This area is characterised by higher ground with rocky outcrops emerging above the Castle Douglas Drumlin 

Pastures to the east of Loch Ken. The tops of this area have rough moorland and forest plantations, while lower 

down there are pasture with areas of semi-improved and improved grazing and policy woodlands. It has a 

higher, more exposed character than the Drumlin Pastures, but still one of farms and pasture in most places. 

Rocky outcrops create a rougher texture than the smooth drumlins lower down.   

Burnt mounds and clearance cairns point to later prehistoric activity in the area, while Lochinvar castle relates 

to the medieval estate.  The HLA data indicates several areas of medieval to post-medieval settlement and 

agriculture, with much more extensive areas of 18th-century or later land use including rectilinear fields and 

farms and managed woodland. 

There are several large forest plantations in this area, over Falbae Moor and Shaw Fell. Smaller woodlands tend 

to have rectilinear shapes reflecting field boundaries. This area includes the policy woodlands of Barwhillanty, a 

designed landscape with parkland, a walled garden and deciduous woods set amongst the hills.  Field 

boundaries are generally dykes built with angular stones (‘single dykes’) and are in generally good condition, 

with wires to keep cattle from rubbing. Beech hedges in places give an estate character to parts of the 

landscape. 
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This area has a sense of being higher, and set back from the valley of Loch Ken, with policy woodlands in 

sheltered valleys and forest plantations on higher exposed tops. It has a well-managed appearance with 

evidence of recent tree planting in many woodlands along the roadsides. 

Forces for change 

Forestry is a dominating activity in this area, and there is change in the landscape brought on by felling and 

replanting, as well as a drive to plant more forest. Being an agricultural area also, pressures and changes in the 

agri-environment and funding will have an influence, on the use of land, stock intensity and field boundaries.  

Local threats  

Local threats include the changes in woodland cover in this area, including conifer planting and loss of mature 

deciduous trees and woodlands beyond those cared for by the Barwhillanty estate.  

Local opportunities 

This is a well-managed landscape with woodlands and dykes in good repair.  Landscape projects could include 

walling or woodland projects, and access projects to link core paths in this rea with woodland/forest walks. 
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Peripheral landscape types 

6.13. Some of the LLAs described above extend into the 2km buffer zone around the proposed 

Partnership area, while others do not. Landscape character areas that lie outside the partnership 

area yet within the buffer zone include:  

 Narrow Wooded River Valleys: an incised valley cutting into the Southern Upland hills that 

is enclosed by forest on one or both sides of the watercourse. This area is found north-east 

of Kendoon Loch, and is the upper valley section of the River Ken. This type also occurs 

along the Urr Water to the north-east of Castle Douglas. 

 Foothills with Forest: undulating and rounded hills at lower elevation than the southern 

uplands, with extensive areas of forest. These hills run from Culmark Hill south to Blackraig 

Hill (north-east and East of Dalry) and this area is under considerable pressure for windfarm 

development: a windfarm on Blackcraig Hill is currently being built and several other sites 

have been proposed to the north-east of the Galloway Glens area. 

 Balmaclellan Drumlin Pastures: this area of drumlins is more remote from Loch Ken than 

the area described within the Upper Loch Ken Valley Section. This area is an extensive 

drumlin field, through which the A712 winds between Balmaclellan and Corsock. 

 Coastal Granite Uplands: exposed coastal hills of granite with pastures and shelterbelts 

forming the horizon in views south from the Castle Douglas area and the River Dee towards 

Tongland. Prominent hills include Skreel Hill and Bengairn. 

 Twynholm Drumlin Pastures: This area of drumlins is of higher ground than the Tongland 

valley section, and more inland in character than the peninsula areas further south. Pastures 

are of varied shapes often responding to the drumlins which are of varied scale, and there 

are frequent areas with arable crops.  

 Peninsula: rugged or drumlin covered undulating coastal lands with low hills and 

shelterbelts and medium side pastures. Found either side of Kirkcudbright Bay, the eastern 

area includes a military danger zone, and the western side of Kirkcudbright Bay is described 

as Peninsula with gorsey knolls. 

Summary of the LLAs 

6.14. The LLAs identify different parts of the Galloway Glens landscape using topography and land use, 

scale and setting to identify local areas. Some of the boundaries are clear borders between 

character areas, others are transitional between types. The SNH LCT boundaries 8 were used as a 

starting point and some of the LLA boundaries have been redrawn following consideration of the 

local context and an understanding of the landscape.  

6.15. Observations relating to the approach taken in the local assessment include: 
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 The local assessment has picked out places within the hills, such that Corserine Summit and 

the areas visible around Clatteringshaws and Kirkcudbright Bay. These have been drawn out 

as separate LLAs as they are perceived as places within the landscape.  

 The distinction between forested and unforested areas has not been used in the same way 

as with the DGC LCA, as forest areas change with time and affect areas ‘without forest’, 

while there are open hills within area ‘with forest’.  

 The Upper Dale has been subdivided, responding to differences in landform and woodland. 

 The Flooded Valley LCT picked out in the 1998 assessment has been subdivided, and 

towards the south, the area has been merged with the drumlin pastures as the drumlins 

continue into this area and indeed through the loch. The upper part of this area is not 

flooded (Kenmure Valley Section), the central section is more of a flooded valley (Upper 

Loch Ken Section), while the southern section is more of a flooded section within a drumlin 

field. 

6.16. The relationships between the LLAs and the SNH LCTs are set out in Table 2 below. 

Table 2:  Relationship of Local Landscape Areas with Landscape Character types 

Local Landscape 
Area 

Relationship with LCTs (SNH 1998) 

1. Corserine Summit Lies within the Rugged Granite Uplands LCT, although some areas are within Rugged 
Granite Uplands with forest. It was considered in this instance that the dramatic summit 
plateau was of greater local importance than the forest boundaries. 

2. Silver Flowe 
Uplands 

This area includes areas identified as Rugged Granite Uplands with or without forest. While 
forest is a dominating form of landcover, it was considered in this instance that the 
dramatic valley landform with steep slopes up to the ridges were of greater local 
importance than the forest boundaries. 

3. Clatteringshaws This area picks out the surroundings of Clatteringshaws Reservoir, albeit that it lies 
between two areas of Rugged Granit upland (with or without forest), and includes hills 
described as Southern Uplands or Foothills (both with forest) on either side. For the 
purpose of the Landscape Partnership, it was considered that local identity, as viewed from 
the loch was important here. 

4. Cairn Edward 
Uplands 

This area corresponds to the Rugged Granit Uplands with Forest area that includes Cairn 
Edward, although the boundary is taken down to the lochside, where forested hills meet 
water.  

5. Kells Foothills This area includes much of the Foothills with Forest identified between the Rhinns of Kells 
and the lower sections of the Rugged Granite Upland area to the west of the Glenkens. 
This area is a transition between high ridges and valley. 

6. Laurieston Foothills This area encompasses the Foothills and Foothills with forest area to the west of Lauriston, 
but extends further east to include Barstobrick Hill. 

7. Carsphairn Valley This corresponds to the upper part of the Upper Dale LCT, from Carsphairn northwards, 
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Section being of a simple U shaped landform and upland character. 

8. Dundeugh Valley 
Section 

This area includes the lower section of the Upper Dale LCT, which is more complex with 
Dundeugh Hill in the middle of the valley, and a series of lochs in a more wooded section 
than north of Carsphairn. 

9. Kenmure Valley 
Section 

This area includes the upper part of the Flooded Valley LCT, upstream of Loch Ken where 
the valley floor is flat, albeit wet around the Kenmure Holms 

10. Upper Loch Ken 
Valley Section 

This area includes the upper part of the Flooded Valley LCT, north of Parton where there is 
a contrast between the steep forested slopes down to the river on the west side and 
drumlins on the east side.  

11. Castle Douglas 
Drumlin Pastures 

This area includes the lower part of the Flooded Valley LCT, where Loch Ken lies amongst 
drumlins and there is not the same contrast either side as further north. The drumlins 
around Loch Ken merge with those of the drumlin Pastures, and although variable, this 
area extends to beyond Castle Douglas. 

12. Tongland Valley 
Section 

This area includes a part of the Drumlin Pastures LCT, and takes in a small part of the 
Peninsula LCT that forms the valley side. 

13. Kirkcudbright Bay This area is formed by the fringes of Kirkcudbrigh Bay, that were divided into Peninsula 
(with or without gorsey knolls) and Drumlin pastures further inland. For the purpose of the 
Landscape Partnership, it was considered that the local identity of the Bay with its 
immediate coastal slopes was important here. 

14. Cairnsmore 
Uplands 

This area relates to the Southern Uplands LCT, focussing on Cairnsmore of Carsphairn. 

15. Mochum Fell 
Upland Fringe 

This area includes the Upland Fringe LCT, but also runs further south along the ridge to 
include the higher parts of the Drumlin pastures around Barwhillanty. 

Twynholm Drumlin 
Pastures 

This area includes part of the Drumlin Pastures to the west of Tongland and Kirkcudbright 

Southern Uplands As per the LCA 

Narrow Wooded River 
Valleys 

As per the LCA 

Foothills with Forest As per the LCA 

Balmaclellan Drumlin 
Pastures 

This area includes part of the Drumlin Pastures to the east of Balmaclellan 

Coastal Granite 
Uplands 

As per the LCA 

Peninsula Includes the Peninsula and Peninsula with Gorsey Knolls beyond the hills that frame 
Kirkcudbright Bay 
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Townscape Study  

Carsphairn (LLA: Carsphairn Valley Section) 

6.17. Solitary beside a tributary to the Water of Ken. Pont shows it as a grouping of farm steadings.  

By Roy it was coalescing as a settlement around a Kirk at the meeting point of tracks from New 

Galloway and Moniaive to Dalmellington. 

6.18. Described in 1799 by Robert Heron as 'a village' and in 1827 by Chambers as a 'little clachan, a 

few scattered houses with a Kirk'.  Notwithstanding its relatively small size Carsphairn is 

prominent feature within the wide flat valley. 

6.19. Lead, copper, silver and zinc were mined in the vicinity until 1963.  A gallery was built in the Kirk 

to accommodate the enlarged congregation from the Woodhead Lead Mine.  After the mines 

closed the population declined and the gallery was removed. 

6.20. Characterised as a linear settlement comprising a main road flanked by predominantly single  

and one and a half storey cottages.  The former two storey Salutation Hotel at the centre of the 

village was raised to three storeys when it was converted to flats, is the tallest building in the 

village and out of character with the wider village massing and form, particularly in views from 

the northern approach. 

6.21. The traditional stone built slate roofed cottages have been augmented by new build (Deuch 

Cottages) which is distinguished by being set back from the main street behind hedgerows and 

roofed with concrete tiles.  Generally, the new build fits into the wider village character because 

of the sympathetic angle of the roof pitches, chimneys that break up the roof line, the detailing 

around the windows and the external walls that are painted white.   

6.22. In addition to the traditional cottages there are a number of fine stone built dwellings with 

ashlar finishes where the stone remains exposed, the principal example being the Old School 

House and Carspairn Primary School.  At the other end of the scale is a corrugated iron building 

set back from the main street and presumably a remnant of the Carsphairn mining heritage. 
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Kendoon (LLA: Dundeugh Valley Section) 

6.23. A hamlet south of the Kendoon Power Station, tucked away from the principal road network.  

Kendoon was originally built in the 1930s for employees of the 'South of Scotland Electricity 

Board who worked on the Galloway Hydro Electric Scheme. 

6.24. The hamlet comprises single storey detached and semi-detached properties clustered around a 

cul-de-sac. 

6.25. The semi-detached properties are built on a U plan Designed in a style typical of the 1930s with 

rendered walls painted white and slate roofs. 

St John's Town of Dalry (LLA: Kenmuir Valley Section) 

6.26. The village of St John's Town of Dalry grew out of the hamlet St John's Clachan that on Roy lay 

to the north east of the Kirk of Dalry. 

6.27. The 1st Edition OS suggests that St John's Town of Dalry is an amalgam of two settlements. The 

larger eponymous St John's Town of Dalry occupied Main Street and Back Clachan now Kirkland 

Street and lay to the south.  Midtown lay to the north built around the junction of the A702, 

B7000 and Back Clachan. 

6.28. Built on rising ground, the village is laid out on a Y Plan that merge at the Fountain opposite the 

Clachan Inn and where the A702 meets the A713.   

6.29. The larger grander buildings flank the broad Main Street and smaller cottages flank the 

narrower Kirkland Street and Midtown.  The topography creates a cascade effect as the built 

form steps down the slope in a regular rhythm, emphasised by the exposed gable ends and 

chimneys. 

6.30. The majority of the public and residential buildings within the historic core date from the C19 

and are stone built with slate roofs and chimneys at the gable ends. 

6.31. Main Street is flanked by one and a half and two storey terraces that step down the slope.  

Kirkland Street and Midtown are flanked by predominantly single storey terraces with attic 

dormers. 

6.32. The majority of the buildings are painted white with some exceptions towards the Clachan Inn 

where walls have been painted green and blue. 

6.33. St John's Town of Dalry nestles within the hills and whilst it is a relatively large settlement in the 

context of the study area it is not a dominant feature within the landscape and is relatively 

concealed in views from the approaches.  However, there are long views to St John's Town of 

Dalry from the A762  
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Balmaclellan (LLA: southern edge of Kenmuir Valley Section) 

6.34. Situated at the edge of the study area Balmaclellan appears on Roy as a group of dwellings 

clustered around the Kirk on the 'muir road' to Dumfries from New Galloway (A712) and the 

road to 'Monyhive' (Moniave) no longer extant. 

6.35. As well as providing shelter to travellers Balmaclellan also serviced the farms that are a key 

component of the character of the surrounding area. 

6.36. The OS shows that at the end of the C19 the village was organised around a T plan with the 

centre formed at the intersection of local roads and tracks.  By this time the 'muir road' had 

been diverted to the south of the village and Balmaclellan was set back from the principal road 

network.  With the exception of the addition of a small number of dwellings at the eastern end 

of the village, Balmaclellan is largely unchanged since the 1890s. 

6.37. Nestling within a fold in the hills and overlooking the Water of Ken, Balmaclellan is built on a 

curved road and on rising ground which creates a cascade effect as the built form steps down 

the slope creating an irregular roofscape.  Dwellings are characterised as typical of a rural area 

being predominantly single or one and a half storey and built in the Scottish vernacular on 

rectangular floor plans with stone walls painted white, slate roofs and chimneys at the gable ends. 
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New Galloway (LLA: Kenmuir Valley Section) 

6.38. Roy depicts New Galloway as a small geometric settlement lying between the Kirk of the Kells 

and the designed landscape around Kenmure Castle. 

6.39. Laid out in the C17 by Viscount Kenmure New Galloway has earlier foundations. 

6.40. The most notable feature of New Galloway is the historic core which comprises a long narrow 

High Street flanked by almost continuous rows of two, one and a half and single storey stone 

built dwellings with slate roofs.  A feature of these buildings are the long rear gardens. 

6.41. Many of the buildings are painted white which prevents the High Street from being gloomy.  

This includes the Episcopal Church the tower and steepled roof of which punctuate the 

roofscape. 

6.42. To the north, east and west of the historic core there is an eclectic mix of terraced cottages and 

larger detached houses. 

6.43. Made a Royal Burgh in 1630, New Galloway has never grown into much more than a village.   

6.44. It is possible that the constraints that stunted its development in the C17 are still present today 

in so far as it is a destination rather than a place that the traveller passes through.  In effect its 

location on the west side of the Water of Ken, despite the handsome Ken Bridge, has made it 

remote and 'off the beaten track'.  Furthermore it is not prominent in views on its approaches 

although it is a notable feature in views from the south and across the valley. 
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Parton (LLA: Castle Douglas Drumlin Pastures) 

6.45. A dispersed hamlet with its constituent parts strung out along t the A713.  Parton House 

demolished in 1964 appears on Roy within tree lined policies backclothed by trees. 

6.46. The church opposite and across the A713 from the drive to Parton House dates from 1832 and 

incorporates some of the original church (anecdotally 1592).   

6.47. The most notable element of Parton is the Category B Listed terrace of estate workers cottages 

and laundry, built by the owner of Parton House in 1901.  Built on an L plan the terrace 

comprises a row of six stone built, slate roofed single storey dwellings with porches over the 

front doors and attic dormers.  The laundry incorporates a wooden tower and weather vane. 

6.48. Characterised as picturesque the Parton cottages look across the former Dumfries to 

Portpatrick Railway Line (closed in 1965) and Loch Ken to Drumglass Hill. 

 

 

Crossmichael (LLA: Castle Douglas Drumlin Pastures) 

6.49. Situated where the valley broadens out, Crossmichael is visible from its approaches, particularly 

from the south. 
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6.50. Crossmichael is depicted on Roy as a small settlement of dwellings clustered around the Kirk 

and surrounded by farms and crofts. 

6.51. The 1st Edition OS shows it as a linear settlement and many of the C19 cottages survive as 

single storey terraces built of harled or painted rubble with slate roofs. 

6.52. The Kirk, situated on a prominent mound, dominates the view from the northern approach. 

Built from painted rubble stone in phases from 1611 the tower is an important feature of the 

village. 

6.53. Culgruff house, a red sandstone confection of gables and tower on this wooded hillside above 

Crossmichael is a prominent landmark in views from across the valley. 

6.54. Crossmichael expanded either side of the historic core during the C20.  The C20 development is 

generally sympathetic in respect of storey heights, massing and the use of colour.  However, in 

common with most C20/21 development painted rubble stone and slate has been replaced by 

harled concrete, red bricks and concrete roof tiles. 

Laurieston (LLA: Laurieston Foothills) 

6.55. Village at the edge of the study area.  The village defines a cross roads at the intersection of the 

east west B795 and north south A762. 

6.56. Laurieston extends to the north of the cross roads describing an L Plan of predominantly C19 

terraced cottages built in the vernacular style of harled or painted rubble with slate roofs and 

gable end chimneys. 

Tongland (LLA: Tongland Valley) 

6.57. There has been a settlement at Tongland since at least the time of Roy (1755).  It is possibly 

best known for being the site of the largest of the power stations on the Galloway Hydro 

Electric Scheme and the stone bridge to designs by Alexander Nasmyth and Thomas Telford 

(1804-06) described by Chambers as this 'magnificent new bridge over the Dee'. 

6.58. Dwellings are dispersed and set back from the A711 that detracts from the coherence of the 

village when travelling through. 

6.59. Recent new build has deployed pastel shades in green, blue and cream in place of white which 

is ubiquitous to the north.  The variation in colour and the use of brick in some of the 

construction creates an eclectic character that distinguishes Tongland from settlements of a 

similar size within the study area. 

 

 

 

  



     

 

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment & Historic Environment Audit for Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership 97 

 

7.  Viewpoints 

7.1. There are many places with good views around the Galloway Glens area, although not all are 

places where people can easily access or stop to see the views. There are four viewpoints marked 

on Ordnance Survey maps with the viewpoint symbol, but there are other locations from where 

good views can be obtained, either of specific features, or of the landscape in general.  

7.2. The Ordnance Survey viewpoints include two locations on Bennan Hill below Cairn Edward, one 

at the memorial at Balmaclellan, and one at the top of a hill by Airds House (north of Parton). 

These however, are not representative of the range of views that can be seen throughout the 

Galloway Glen area. The best views and vistas are therefore not always marked on maps.  

7.3. The best source of knowledge about good views in and area are the local residents who know the 

area and have had the time to explore and find the best places for views. Participants in the 

community consultation events in February 2017 were invited to highlight their own favourite or 

well-known views or places. Many of these, known to local folk, give particularly characteristic 

views of the Galloway Glens, and are included in the selection of viewpoints shown on Figure 21. 

7.4. An observation from field visits around the Galloway Glens is that there are numerous laybys 

along the main roads, but most of these are located within woodland, giving shelter to those who 

stop, but screening views. Several locations where there are attractive views, are not catered for 

in terms of facilities to stop, while others have informal laybys formed by people drawing in 

anyway. Some of these, particularly along Loch Ken (on the A762), or overlooking other 

waterbodies, such as Woodhall Loch, would be worth making more of, if landowner permission 

can be gained.  

7.5. A selection of some of the best views is set out below, as a potential starting point for projects to 

provide or improve parking or other viewpoint facilities to allow access to these views. The list is 

not exhaustive, but draws on fieldwork and community input.  Some locations are illustrated with 

photographs taken during fieldwork, but others, including the mountain summit viewpoints have 

not been visited as part of this study. 

 

Bennan Hill   (two locations, NX 
652 723, NX 650 722) 

7.6. Two locations are marked on OS 

maps with the OS viewpoint 

symbol. They are viewpoints on the 

steep east facing slopes of Bennan 

Hill, on forest tracks looking out 

over Loch Ken. The viewpoints 

provide views over the Ken valley, 
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although these are becoming increasingly restricted by the vegetation around each viewpoint. 

They are accessed from a small car park at the foot of the hill.  

7.7. The lower viewpoint is unmarked but is on the path at a gap in forest trees, although self-seeded 

trees threaten visibility. It is a short way from the car park, and is therefore more accessible than 

the higher viewpoint. Trees should be controlled so that the viewpoint is not lost, and a bench 

could be provided adjacent to the path.  

7.8. The upper viewpoint is also under threat from growing forest trees and vegetation immediately 

adjacent to the viewpoint. There is an interpretation panel and a fence to define the edge of the 

slope, but the path is rough and no bench is provided. Views out of the forest should be 

maintained for these locations, and, depending on footfall and demand, seating could be 

provided. 

 

Balmaclellan Memorial   (NX 656 
792) 

7.9. This location is marked on OS maps 

with the OS viewpoint symbol, and is at a 

layby on the A712 at Balmaclellan. There is 

a small parking area around the memorial, 

with seating benches. The view includes a 

vista north-west over the village set 

amongst drumlins, the site of a motte, with 

the upper Glen valley and the Rhinns of 

Kens beyond.   

 

Airds House Hill   (NX 687 708) 

7.10. This location is marked on OS 

maps with the OS viewpoint 

symbol. It is a small hill adjacent 

to Loch Ken, that is accessed via a 

track from the A713, from a car 

park by the Loch Ken Viaduct, as 

part of a red kite trail. From this 

point, there are panoramic views 

north and south over Loch Ken. 

Given the hill top location, this 

place has good views, and a 

bench and interpretation panel are provided. 
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Loch Ken West   (NX 646 742) 

7.11. This location is at a small carpark 

off the A762 at the foot of Cairn 

Edward, where the road runs 

along the loch shore. There is 

space for 4-5 cars, bins, bike racks 

and interpretation signage. 

People have stopped here to 

access the beach, to have beach 

fires and occasionally to swim.  

7.12. This location would benefit from removal of a small number of trees to open the views, the 

rationalisation of signs, and there is space to create a good path to the shore for less able 

people, as well as to create a fireplace to contain fires if people cannot be discouraged.  

 

Loch Ken East   (NX 681 712) 

7.13. This location is below a large layby off the A713 near Glenlaggan, accessed by a wooden steps 

from a gate. The layby has bins and a sign board, but there are no facilities at the shore. This 

location would benefit from restoration of the worn steps and the provision of seating at the 

shore.  
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Clatteringshaws, visitor centre   (NX 551 763)  

7.14. This location is at the visitor 

centre on the shores of 

Clatteringshaws Loch, where 

there are parking, seating, picnic 

and seasonal café facilities. This is 

already a place that visitor stop to 

enjoy the views over the loch, and 

is well catered for in the summer 

months when the facilities are 

open. Charges for parking may 

turn some people away, 

particularly in winter when no 

facilities are available. 

Otter Pool, Raider ’s Road   (NX 
594 737) 

7.15. This location is by the Black Water 

of Dee accessed along the Raider’s Road 

forest drive (seasonal), managed by the 

Forestry Commission Scotland. There are 

parking, seating, picnic and toilet facilities, 

and during the summer when the route is 

open, it is often busy with visitors. Views 

are enclosed by the forest plantations 

around the river, but the focus of attention 

is the river itself. 

 

Stroan Loch Viaduct, Raider ’s 
Road   (NX 647 700) 

7.16. This location is by the Stroan 

Loch Viaduct, accessed from the 

Raider’s Road forest drive 

(seasonal), and managed by the 

Forestry Commission Scotland. 

There are parking, seating and 
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picnic facilities below the viaduct, and one can walk up to the viaduct which is a walking/cycling 

route. Views out across the water, framed on all sides by forest plantations, and look up 

towards Cairn Edward and Shaw Hill. 

 

Corserine Summit   (NX 497 870) 

7.17. The summit of Corserine is a broad rounded plateau with a trig point. In good conditions there 

are 360° panoramic views that extend to the sea to the south, and look down over the Galloway 

Glens area.  

7.18. This is a high, exposed location, Corserine is a popular walking hill being one of the Corbetts 

(Scottish hills of 2500-3000 feet). It would be inappropriate to consider any seating at the top, 

but a viewpoint plaque showing what can be seen in the panorama from the summit would be 

appropriate. 

 

Meikle Millyea   (NX 518 829) 

7.19. The summit of Meikle Millyea is a rounded plateau with a trig point, though the summit plateau 

is narrower than at Corserine. In good conditions there are 360° panoramic views that extend to 

the sea to the south, and look down over the Galloway Glens area.  

7.20. This is a high, exposed location, it is a popular walking hill being another of the Corbetts 

(Scottish hills of 2500-3000 feet). It would be inappropriate to consider any seating or viewpoint 

provision at the top, except a plaque showing what can be seen in the panorama from the 

summit. 

 

Cairnsmore of Carsphairn (NX 595 980)  

7.21. The summit of Cairnsmore of Carsphairn is a rounded ridge with steep slopes particularly to the 

east. There is a trig point at the summit, and panoramic views over the Galloway Glens area and 

the wider Southern Uplands.  

7.22. This is a high, exposed location, it is a popular walking hill being another of the Corbetts 

(Scottish hills of 2500-3000 feet). It would be inappropriate to consider any seating or viewpoint 

provision at the top, except a plaque showing what can be seen in the panorama from the 

summit. 
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Brockloch   (NX 539 690) 

7.23. This location is by the A713 north 

of Carsphairn, and although there is 

nowhere formal to stop, there is a good 

view down towards Brockloch Tower and 

the U shaped valley towards Carsphairn, as 

well as across the valley up to the hills 

including Coran of Portmark.  

7.24. There may be opportunities to 

create a small parking layby for views of the 

U shaped valley somewhere along this 

stretch of the A713, from which people 

could see the form and scale of the valley. 

 

 
Waterside Hill   (NX 608 820) 

7.25. Waterside Hill is a small hill to the 

west of Ealstoun Loch and St John’s Town of 

Dalry.  The Southern Upland Way passes 

over this hill between the Coom Burn valley 

and Dalry, and there are 360° panoramic 

views that extend up and down the valley, 

and across eastwards to Blackcriag Hill, 

north to Cairnsmore of Carsphairn and west 

to the Rhinns of Kells. Earlstoun Power 

Station is located below the hill to the east. 

Given the elevated nature of this location, 

development including hydro-electric 

power infrastructure, pylons, roads, and a number of windfarms are visible from this location.  

7.26. There is a well-worn path over this hill that is the SUW. It passes close to a cairn at the summit, 

and although there are SUW route markers, there is no seating or interpretation at the top.  

More could be made of this panoramic view, which is accessed with a short, albeit steep walk. 

There is no parking provision at the bottom near the power station, and a simple bench at the 

top would encourage people to linger.  
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Woodhall Loch   (NX 667 684) 

7.27. This location is by the 

A762 north of Lauriston, and although 

there is nowhere formal to stop, there is a 

view down over Woodhall Loch. This is at 

the north end of the loch , rather than at 

the south end of the loch where the 

landform is lower and the loch shore is 

grown with tall reeds. 

7.28. There may be 

opportunities to create a small parking 

layby for views of the loch somewhere 

along this stretch of the A762, from which people could see the loch. 

Threave Castle   (NX 739 622) 

7.29. Threave Castle stands on an island 

in the River Dee, a lone tower that forms a 

recognisable feature that has been 

photographed and painted many times. The 

Castle can be visited, with a walk and a 

short ferry trip, and is in the care of Historic 

Environment Scotland. There are various 

locations along a trail around the eastern 

side of the River Dee that afford views of 

the castle or of the river. 

 

 

Carlingwark Loch   (NX 763 618) 

7.30. Carlingwark Loch is set to the 

south of Castle Douglas, with a 

park area at its northern end. 

There are pleasant views over 

the loch to the south, and also 

from the eastern side of the loch 

looking towards Castle Douglas 

with its recognisable skyline with 

the bell tower. There are various 
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benches in the park, though there will be further opportunities to select and promote particular 

viewing places on the loch shore. 

 
Castledykes, Kirkcudbright   (NX 677 508)  

7.31. This location is at the sea shore near Castledykes, the ruins of a castle with a moat at the edge 

of Kirkcudbright. It is accessed via grass paths and has seating available. This location would 

benefit from restoration of the worn seating at the shore. 

7.32. Castledykes is covered with 

grass and has hawthorn scrub 

and brambles in the moat. 

Although there is an 

interpretive sign at the 

approach to the castle, more 

could be made of this site as a 

place people could visit and 

explore, through clearance of 

the scrub, excavation and 

interpretation.  

 

 

The Doon  (NX 658 487) 

7.33. The Doon is a narrow field along the coast by a small rocky bay. It has a large car park and toilet 

and bin facilities, and is clearly a location where events can take place. From the water’s edge 

which is line with trees, there are views out across Kirkcudbright Bay towards the sea.  

7.34. Although facilities are 

provided for visitors here, it is not very 

welcoming, with signage prohibiting various 

activities, an ageing toilet block and 

insensitive industrial sized wheelie bins. 

There is scope here for improvement at this 

location, including the reduction of the park 

area to the area west of the entrance and 

the provision of more consistent signage 

and updated facilities. 
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Other locations 

7.35. This is not an exhaustive list, and there may be other locations, on hill tops or by lochs where 

there are opportunities to take advantage of pleasant views.  

7.36. Other popular viewpoints that were described in the community consultation events, yet are 

outside the study area included:  

 Loch Doon 

 Barstobrick Hill 

 Loch Whinyeon north of Gatehouse of Fleet 

 Locations around Fleet Bay and Gatehouse of Fleet 

 Screel Hill south of Castle Douglas 
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8.  Forces for Change, Needs & Opportunities 

Landscape Change 

The one constant thing about our landscape is that it will change 

8.1. Change in the landscape is an inevitable process, driven by climate, ecology and human activity. 

Though it is not possible to stop change, it is sometimes possible to guide changes in our 

landscape for the purposes of improving it or maintaining valuable aspects. This section sets 

out key forces for change likely to be at work in the Galloway Glens.  

8.2. Scotland’s third National Planning Framework (NPF3) sets out the Scottish Government’s 

approach to planning.  Given the agricultural, moorland, forestry, river systems, coastal and 

settlement land cover is extensive within the Galloway study area these are the areas where 

forces for change (through policy) have an impact on the landscape and its people.  

8.3. The NPF3 states that from 2015, 100,000 ha of new woodland will be planted.  The D&G 

Forestry and Woodland Strategy (DGFWS), 2013 Supplementary Guidance to the Dumfries and 

Galloway Local Development Plan sits in the context of the Scottish Forestry Strategy, 2003 

which set a target of 25% woodland cover by the second half of this century. D&G has 31% 

woodland cover (where woodland is over 0.5ha) and 28% (where cover is over 2ha). While this 

is greater than the Scottish national target, it is much less than much of Europe and must be 

considered in the context that much of the softwood is at maturity and due to be harvested.  

However, harvesting does afford opportunities for restructuring and improvement in many ways 

such as the retention of views opened up by felling. The Scottish Government’s Rationale for 

Woodland Expansion expanded on this in many ways including through benefits to communities 

and enhancement of urban areas and improvement to landscapes; it set a target of 10,000 

ha/yr.  Given that much forestry in the area is within the Galloway Forest Park and long distance 

way-marked walking trails, community benefits arising from restructuring must be a key factor 

going forward. 

8.4. Reductions in forestry have also been 

recently affected by the felling of larch in 

relation to disease (see photo to right). 

Raising awareness of climate change 

issues is important as warmer winters and 

wetter springs are encouraging over-

wintering of pests and diseases.  

Phytophthora ramorum a disease affecting 

larch is prevalent in the warmer climate of 

Dumfries and Galloway. Larch allows 
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greater light to penetrate the canopy and there is a greater diversity in ground cover. Therefore 

the felling also reduces ground flora.  It is likely to offer opportunity for re-stocking in with more 

diverse species.  This will have an impact on the character of the landscape in terms of 

seasonality.   

8.5. The Forestry Commission Scotland is working closely with stakeholders to increase woodland 

through the new streamlined Forestry Grants Scheme.  This aligns with the Dumfries and 

Galloway Development Plan (DGLDP) 2014 which aims to increase woodland cover and have 

high quality viewpoints, paths and green networks. 

8.6. However, the Rural Scotland in Focus (RSF), 2016 report recognises the work of the Crighton 

Instititute which highlights that for tree cover targets and woodland condition to be maximised, 

there needs to be greater investment, including in workforce skills.  

8.7. In addition to NPF3, Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) sets out focus on specific issues. In terms of 

rural development, the SPP advocates that a pattern of development is promoted which is  

appropriate to the character of the particular area. Both NPF3 and SPP reference Scotland’s 

Land Use Strategy (LUS) which sets out the agenda for sustainable land use and offers guidance 

for the management of public and private land.  Examples of its delivery is through Forestry 

Strategies and River Basin Management Plans.  

8.8. Other areas of specific interest relevant to the Galloway area are flood risk management, which 

will align with the National and Regional Flood Risk Management Plans 2016, and the 

vulnerability of historic building stock. The National Marine Energy Plan, 2015 will see D&G 

have its own Regional Marine Plan - the Solway Marine Plan.   

8.9. Dumfries and Galloway has 350km of coastline and the DGLDP recognises that there are 

pressures upon it from tourism and development. Coastal erosion, flooding and related climate 

change issues will be considered as part of the Shoreline Management Plan - which will align 

with the National and Regional Marine Plans, peatland/bog restoration - which will align with 

the National Peatland Plan, One of the pressures on peatland is wind farm development.  The 

DGLDP recognises that government targets on renewable energy must be met and that, while 

this has historically been undertaken by large scale onshore wind farms and hydro-electric 

schemes,  in future this is likely to be from a variety of sources including offshore wind, wave, 

tidal, solar, biomass, heat recovery and energy from landfill gas.  This will change the physical 

and visual landscape going forward. 

8.10. Telecommunications and networks, including improved broadband are also on the agenda. Such 

improvements are likely to aid the completion of the planned new housing stock set out for the 

Stewarty Area in the DGLDP.  

8.11. The DGLDP has set out Archaeologically Sensitive Areas some of which lie within/partly within 

the GGLP area.  Forces for change including wind farms and opencast coal mining will support 

development that safeguards these.  



     

 

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment & Historic Environment Audit for Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership 108 

 

8.12. The LUS on agriculture states that the greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture is more than 

Scotland’s entire statutory emissions for 2050 from all other forms.  For example, in 2013 

emissions were almost as much as both transport and energy combined. The study area is 

covered by a Less Favoured Area (LFA) designation (LFA land may suffer from poor quality soil, 

elevation, slope and/or weather conditions), which aims to recognise the importance of 

continuation of agricultural land use to support a viable rural population and support 

sustainable farming systems through support schemes.  These are cross-compliant.  The SRDP 

and CAP are mechanisms by which improvements may be delivered.  The LUS supports spatial 

mapping tools so that SRDP can target specific areas which will help to achieve goals.  

8.13. Farming for a Better Climate, date is an initiative to work with farmers and land managers to 

maximise their profitability in the face of increasing pressure to farm in the context of climate 

change and lower emissions.  Making best use of nutrients and maximising livestock 

management will affect water management within a catchment. The Economic Report on 

Scottish Agriculture, 2015 states that D&G has nearly 25% of all the cattle in Scotland and three 

quarters of those are dairy herd, so this is particularly relevant to the lower geographic extent 

of the GGLP study area. Greater diversification into renewable energy also has implications for 

the landscape. 

8.14. In the current political landscape the impacts of Brexit on agri environment schemes including, 

CAP, is a factor which the RSF report notes ‘In terms of rural communities and businesses, the 

prospect of a future without EU support is creating considerable uncertainty’. This could impact 

on land set aside for environmental improvement affecting field margins, hedgerows, and 

woodland cover and condition. In terms of GGLP area, RSF states that only dairy farming 

produced a profit without CAP support. One of the most interesting findings was that, following 

a survey of farmers on their expectations post-Brexit, that many felt they would have to 

diversify.  

8.15. LUS also recognised the value of peatlands and the Peatland Plan.  This will help to address 

carbon storage and also flood planning. Use of SRDP and other funding sources is anticipated. 

Recognition of development pressure but the more formal approach to recognising the 

ecosystem services approach to importance and mapping of peat will help. With the Peatland 

Plan including management guidance such as blocking drains, the peat areas will become more 

saturated and one effect of this will be to change the water basin catchment flow. Management 

of grazing will also be a focus. The DGLDP recognises that this habitat, while not designated, will 

be offered protection from development. In terms of conflict with renewable energy and 

surface coal extraction, the mitigation measures will be set out in terms of climate change 

values. 

8.16. In terms of farming/land management High Nature Value (HNV) farming and forestry, aimed at 

recognising environmental importance of the resource, is relevant for the GGLP.   It is low 

intensity farming and therefore it tends to cover larger areas. Areas such as the core of the 

Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere reserve would be an example in that forces for 
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change, including viability of farms due to loss of young people from the farms, risk changes in 

land management which would have an adverse effect on land cover or condition.   

8.17. The Crighton Carbon Centre views environmental art as an opportunity to engage with 

communities and have several environmental projects exhibited both nationally and at The 

Stove, Dumfries. 

Forces for change across the whole area 

8.18. Many of the forces for change are general, and will affect many aspects of the landscape, others 

are more local issues specific to this area. The more general forces include: 

Climate change 

 Wetter weather changing hydrology and waterlogging/drying of soils, and 

erosional/flooding patterns of watercourses 

 Temperature changes (warmer/colder overall or more fluctuating) changing the zoning of 

habitats and the ranges of different species 

 Windier weather changing tree growth and accelerating loss of older trees such as field 

boundary trees 

Ecological change  

 Changes in woodland structure/habitats including dominant tree species and therefore 

supported species, loss of ancient woodlands 

 Invasive species from other areas 

 Tree diseases such as larch dieback and ash dieback leading to loss of key species in the 

landscape 

 Acidification of lochs due to extensive forest plantations in the catchment area 

Changes in approach to land use 

 Changes in policy as set out above 

 Changes to agricultural funding mechanisms that affect land use 

 Agricultural practices changing the vegetation, drainage, enclosure pattern of the 

landscape 

 Silvicultural practices changing extent and structure of forests and woodlands 

 Development of the landscape for settlement, industry, renewable energy including 

windfarms and hydro schemes 

 Financial pressures on farms to maximise financial gain, with the pressure to enlarge 

farms, with new large scale dairy farms taking over a number of former farm holdings, and 
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a new trend in keeping cattle permanently in large sheds rather than in the fields, which 

may lead to a stock-free landscape. Other features like field boundaries are being removed 

to make way for larger fields, and field boundary trees are not being replaced due to being 

costly in terms of time taken to trim hedges around them and increasing insurance costs 

for trees located adjacent to roads. 

Change with time 

 Slow decline in cultural heritage features without measures to conserve and protect them 

 Slow decline in structural landscape features such as dykes, trees and woodlands through 

insufficient maintenance and replanting 

8.19. As Scotland has a good wind resource, and Dumfries and Galloway has extensive areas of 

upland, there is considerable pressure for windfarms in the area, including around the fringes of 

the Galloway Glens. To the west, the Merrick area is well protected with designated areas (see 

Figures 10 to 15), but there are numerous windfarm proposals that are at various stages in the 

planning process. These tend to be located on the uplands to the north-east and east of the 

Galloway Glens, on higher ground in the Southern Upland hills, although there are a few 

proposals on more isolated areas of upland further south. 

8.20. The Galloway Forest is an important area for commercial forest, with good conditions for tree 

growing. The Galloway Glens area will continue to be used for forestry, with felled areas 

replanted, and new areas of planting may include commercial and mixed crops. Extensions of 

forested areas within the Galloway Glens area will increase the dominance of blanket forest in 

some areas, most likely the upland fringes were soils are less suited to other forms of 

agriculture and there is a precedent for forestry.  

Forces for change on relict landscapes 

8.21. All of the forces for change identified have the potential to impact elements of tangible cultural 

heritage in the historic environment, but especially areas of relict landscape.  This potential was 

analysed as part of the Historic Environment Audit (see Appendix 1).  The analysis used data 

produced in the Historic Land Use Assessment (www.hla.org.uk), as well as Areas of 

Archaeological Interest (AAIs) and Archaeologically Sensitive Areas (ASAs) identified by the 

Council in support of the Dumfries and Galloway Local Development Plan (2014) Policy HE4.   

8.22. The HLA does not refer to relict landscapes and indeed this is consistent with the literal reading 

of evidence on which it is based.  We would define relict landscape as areas that contain 

archaeological sites, those in close proximity to a known site or where there is reasonable 

expectation that archaeological material may exist, those containing chance findspots where 

there is a reasonable expectation that archaeological material may exist, and those for which 

source material (such as historic maps) indicates a reasonable possibility of archaeological 

features.   
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8.23. This definition is the basis on which AIAs have been defined, while ASAs are defined according 

to particularly good group survival and/or importance, landscape setting, areas where there is 

an existing or potential recreational aspect, high density of archaeological remains worthy of 

preservation and rare group survival in an otherwise improved or already generally afforested 

area. 

8.24. In the study area, some of ASAs and AAIs overlap with areas of prehistoric and medieval to 

post-medieval land use as defined in the HLA, but not always or to the same extent.   

8.25. In urban areas or those under intensive agricultural use (generally on valley bottoms), relict 

landscapes have generally already been impacted by post-medieval to modern land use.  In 

some cases they are known to survive below the surface - the Roman military complex at 

Glenlochar is one example - and these could still be adversely impacted by changes in 

agricultural practice or new development.  Wind farm developments and reafforestation have 

the greatest potential to impact the historic environment in upland contexts. 

8.26. Analysis of the HLA data for prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval land use shows overlap 

between these areas and wind farm developments built or in the planning stages up to October 

2016 at several points along the north and east fringes of the study area between Loch Doon 

and Loch Ken. 

Local forces for change  

8.33. Influences and threats that are affecting local areas within the Galloway Glens, are set out in 

the character descriptions. These are collated below:  

8.34. Forest changes – changes as part of the normal forest cycle of growth, felling and replanting are 

ongoing and can create great change in the landscape, from blanket forest to scarred disturbed 

land with tree roots, debris and lone standing trees (retained for raptor perches). Most people 

see these areas as ugly and ruinous, and they can make a big impression in the landscape 

although replanting will mask these areas in a relatively short time (5-10 years). Areas felled for 

prevention of spread of larch diseases (Phytophthora ramorum) need to be left fallow for 3 

years before replanting, and public information about the disease and the need for felling 

should be displayed so that visitors to, for example Clatteringshaws or the Raider’s Road, 

understand why the land is standing bare. 

8.35. Under the Scottish Forestry Strategy (2006) which advocates an increase in the woodland/forest 

cover in Scotland, there is likely to be pressure within the Galloway Glens for increasing the 

area used for forestry. As set out above, this is most likely to be a pressure in the uplands and 

upland fringes. Whilst there is a precedent for forestry in these areas, it is likely to affect open 

areas that currently act as respite from continuous forest. Key areas that should be retained as 

open land or returned to open land without replanting should be identified in local forest plans, 

and should include areas around heritage sites, the Silver Flowes valley floor (around Loch Dee), 

and mountain tops and ridges and the high corries of Corserine. 
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Wall of flat stones south of Castle Douglas. 

8.36. Changes to forest design and species mix at the time of replanting can be a positive force for 

change, with greater diversity and use of native species rather than monocultures of 

commercial species. In addition, redesign could be used to better accommodate cultural 

heritage sites within existing forests, for example by leaving clearings around features 

‘rediscovered’ during felling, and providing routes to get to sites of interest. 

8.37. Pressure for access and visitor facilities – there is pressure in all parts of the study area for 

increased access and facilities ranging from waymarkers, paths and gates (styles are unsuitable 

for the less able), to benches, parking and toilets, as well as a general trend towards tourism 

requiring more visitor facilities such as places of interest, accommodation, cafés etc. These are 

generally seen to be positive changes, although they must be located and designed where 

appropriate and sensitive to the setting. Waymarkers in the hills and a viewpoint on the summit 

of Corserine would be more suitable in those settings, but not picnic benches. Around 

Kirkcudbright Bay, there is a need for more accessible paths, but more camping or caravan 

parks, if deemed to be required, would have to be carefully sited so as not to impinge on the 

tranquil character of the area.  

8.38. Renewable energy – There is pressure for several forms of renewable energy, including 

windfarms, of both domestic and commercial scale, solar power and small scale hydroelectric 

schemes. Pressure for commercial scale windfarm is likely to continue to affect the higher 

fringes of the valley, particularly to the east, further away from the designated landscapes of 

the Merrick hills. Turbines on the horizon will affect views from within the valley, and may alter 

the sense of scale, distance and character of undeveloped skylines. Wind farm developments 

have the greatest potential to affect the historic environment in upland contexts, with tracks 

and infrastructure as well as large turbines. 

8.39. Pressure for solar panels on 

buildings, including newly built 

residential properties will affect 

vernacular architectural styles, 

but can generally be 

accommodated on most 

buildings, although they should 

be avoided in conservation areas 

where they will alter valued 

architectural character.  

8.40. Hydroelectricity is a key theme 

running through the whole of 

the Galloway Glens area with the 

series of reservoirs and power stations.  Changes area likely to include upgrades to 

infrastructure elements including transmission lines such as that proposed between 

Polquhanity and Tongland. Small scale hydro schemes are also increasingly being proposed at a 
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A recently laid hedge at Dalmellington. 

community level, and it is likely that the Galloway Glens will see pressure for small scale hydro 

schemes. 

8.41. Field boundaries - Dry stone dykes are key features that define the landscape pattern around 

the Galloway Glens. Further north, locally sourced stones are rounded or angular and dykes are 

perhaps less stable than those further south where stones tend to be flatter, and can be used to 

make more compact, stronger structures. The dykes further north are more permeable, but 

may be less able to withstand impacts such as cattle rubbing, falling trees, or vehicles, and are 

likely to require more maintenance than the dykes further south. 

 

Wall of rounded stones near Dundeugh. 

 

8.42. Hedges are more common further south, generally of hawthorn or mixed species, and 

occasional beech hedges around estate landscapes. Hedges need annual maintenance to 

maintain shape, density and stock-proof qualities. Laying of hedges, by weaving partly cut 

stems horizontally, is labour intensive initially, but creates a very strong stock-proof boundary 

that needs little maintenance to remain stock-proof, and has a dense structure that provides 

good shelter for wildlife. Old, 

established, clipped hedges may not be 

suitable for laying, but younger hedges 

with vigorous vertical growth would be 

better layed than clipped for long term 

economic and biodiversity reasons.  

8.43. Hedges are of high biodiversity value, 

creating wildlife habitats and corridors, 

and providing shelter for nesting birds 

and supporting populations of prey 

animals for predators such as red kites. 

Hedges therefore play an important 

part in the bioddiversity of the 
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Galloway Glens area, and should be protected and maintained wherever possible. 

8.44. Works to Galloway Hydro Scheme - An important feature of the Galloway Glens is the hydro-

electric scheme.  The water infrastructure includes reservoirs, dams, pipes (penstocks), 

channels, spillways, fish ladders, and sluices. As well as the power stations, there are also 

substations and power lines transporting the generated electricity as part of the National Grid. 

These require maintenance and periodical upgrades, which cause disruption and potential loss 

of woodlands or archaeological features such as dykes.  

8.45. In particular note, there is a proposed upgrade to the transmission network between 

Polquhanity west of Kendoon Loch and Tongland, that will use larger pylons than those existing. 

The route of this connection is currently being designed, but the larger pylons will coexist with 

the existing pylons during construction and until the older structures are removed. This will 

create changes in the ‘wirescape’ in some parts of the Galloway Glens, and may affect views, 

landscape character and heritage features along its route. 

8.46. There are currently works being carried out on the new Scotland to Ireland gas interconnector 

through the valley. This is evident as linear ground disturbance works around Castle Douglas to 

Kirkcudbright. However, as the ground above the line of the gas pipe will be restored and 

vegetation will regrow, this is a temporary landscape change, that will no longer be evident in 

the landscape after the c.5year needed for vegetation to recover. Other works in the future may 

be of a similar temporary nature, that will briefly have impacts on the character of the local 

landscape through which they pass. 

8.47. Water and flooding – As a large water catchment, the Galloway Glens area has to 

accommodate and manage the water that drains through it. The reservoirs can hold extra water 

in times of heavy rainfall, with extra capacity built in, and there water management features in 

various parts of the landscape, such as upstream of Loch Ken, there are times when the volume 

of water is such that flooding occurs.  Recently, there were particularly severe floods in 

December 2015 when extensive areas of flat ground west of Castle Douglas were under water. 

As well as water flooding land and homes, in times of high rainfall and flooding, the 

watercourses are fast flowing and dangerous, with strong erosive power that can erode 

riverbanks and could cause threats to low-lying heritage features. 

8.48. Trees and woodlands – Field boundary trees are an important feature of the Galloway Glens 

landscape, noticeable both where they are present and give a well-wooded character to the 

area, and where they are absent. Field boundary trees are generally of ash, sycamore and 

occasionally beech in estate landscapes, but ash trees are threatened by ash dieback disease 

(Hymenoscyphus fraxineus), which, given the number of ash trees in woodlands an around 

fields, has the potential to cause great change in the character of the landscape the Galloway 
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Field boundary trees east of Kirkcudbright Bay (visible beyond). 

Glens area. Ash dieback has been identified near Gatehouse of Fleet and near Dumfries12, and 

is therefore present in the region.  

8.49. Field boundary trees are also 

threatened by age, as many are mature 

to over-mature, and few younger trees 

are present or being planted.  

8.50. Management of deciduous woodlands, 

including shelterbelts, riparian, carr and 

ancient woodlands to ensure species 

and age diversity is an important aspect 

for maintaining the well-wooded 

character of the landscape.   

 

Assessment of Resources in the Historic Environment 

8.51. The Historic Environment Audit (see Appendix 1) contains a comprehensive review of resources 

on the historic environment of the study area.  They include: 

 databases such as the National Record of the Historic Environment, maintained by HES and 

searchable through the online mapping interface Pastmap (pastmap.org.uk); 

 collections held by museums such as the Stewarty Museum, Dumfries Museum and the 

National Museums of Scotland, some of which are accessible digitally through Future 

Museum (futuremuseum.co.uk); 

 archival material held by local libraries, heritage groups and facilities, including the Dumfries 

and Galloway Family History Society, Carsphairn Heritage Centre and Dalry Heritage Group; 

 information and scholarly studies published by the Dumfries and Galloway Natural History 

and Antiquarian Society in their annual Transactions; 

 technical reports, published books and articles and doctoral and master's theses on the 

region's cultural heritage; 

 Council archives, which include local newspapers from 1777 as well as various administrative 

records, catalogued at 

archives.dumgal.gov.uk/DServe/DServe.exe?dsqApp=Archive&dsqCmd=Index.tcl 

 The First and Second Statistical Accounts of Scotland (published in the 1790s and 1840s 

respectively); 

 early geographical accounts by observers like Andrew Symson and Robert Heron; 

                                                                 
12

 Forestry Commission online maps http://chalaramap.fera.defra.gov.uk/ (accessed May 2017). 

http://archives.dumgal.gov.uk/DServe/DServe.exe?dsqApp=Archive&dsqCmd=Index.tcl
http://chalaramap.fera.defra.gov.uk/
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 published informaton on the ethnology of the region, gathered by the University of 

Edinburgh's European Ethnological Research Centre 

(www.dumfriesandgalloway.hss.ed.ac.uk/resources/bibliography); 

 pictorial resources curated by Dumfries and Galloway Libraries and held online at 

http://www.viewdumfriesandgalloway.co.uk/, as well as ones held by the Future Museum, 

Dumfries and Galloway Archive Centre and Dumfries and those published in the Galloway 

Cultural Services Through the Lens series; 

 historic maps  held by the National Library of Scotland and accessible online at 

maps.nls.co.uk; 

 archives accessible at the National Records of Scotland, catalogued at 

nrscotland.gov.uk/research/catalogues-and-indexes.   

8.52. These, together with the area's historic environment itself, represent an incredibly rich set of 

resources for understanding how people have inhabited the Galloway Glens LP area throughout 

its history and how natural and cultural heritage are linked in the past and present. 

Opportunities for Research and Engagement 

8.53. From the incredibly rich historic environment of the Galloway Glens LP area, a number of 

themes have been identified that have the potential to link certain stories, practices and 

communities across the landscape at different times.  They encompass strands that would merit 

further research to generate knowledge about the area's past occupation.  The themes also 

have potential to capture people's imagination, and could spawn various activities that involve 

exploration, mapping or experiential learning and create conceptual links between different 

parts of the landscape and their present-day communities.  Finally, several of the themes and 

sub-themes could potentially be integrated with conservation projects designed to conserve 

landscape character, as discussion above (section 7). 

Theme 1:  Paths & nodes  

8.54. Key elements of the historic environment illustrate how, where and why people have been 

moving around and through the area since earliest times.   

 Early prehistoric stone tool scatters and long cairns show long-established seasonal 

patterns of movement in search of food from the 8th millennium BC - along valleys and 

through uplands between the Solway Firth and the Ayrshire coast - with communal 

construction and ceremony making certain places significant by the 5th millennium.   

 Clusters of rock art on marginal ground and foothills:  territorial markers, messages to 

passing strangers?  

 Military roads, Roman and Hanoverian:  built to bring the area under control, ensure the 

safe passage of supplies to forts and facilitate the deployment of troops. 



     

 

 

 

Landscape Character Assessment & Historic Environment Audit for Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership 117 

 

 A key pilgrimage route drew the devout to Whithorn in the medieval period; they would 

have halted at holy wells, churches and monasteries along the way. 

 In the 18th and early 19th centuries, tenant farmers followed seasonal patterns of 

movement from fermtoun and infield to summer grazing; drovers herded cattle to market 

over long-distance routeways; traveller communities roved the countryside peddling. 

Research and engagement projects on this theme could focus on historic environment elements 

and areas such as:  

 Edges of upland lochs during periods of dry weather to identify scatters of stone tools and 

production waste. 

 Walking routes between concentrations of rock art (from the south-east side of 

Kirkcudbright Bay to High Banks, for example). 

 Walking drovers roads and the pilgrimage route to consider the medieval landscapes 

through which they passed. 

 A longer distance walking route from source to sea, taking in all of the landscape changes 

and key heritage sites the river passes. 

 Stopping places on historic routes, identifying key places for rest or pilgrimage points, and 

reawakening these as nodes along walking routes. 

Theme 2:  Galwegian identities 

8.55. The distinctive historical character of people in the Galloway Glens LP area comes across 

especially strongly for the earlier part of the Lordship of Galloway (c 1130 - 1286), an entity that 

grew from an accumulated topsoil of cultural, political and linguistic identities.  

 British, Anglian, Norse and Gaelic speakers all named the land, but in different ways that 

reflect how they lived in it and knew it.   

 The Lordship of Galloway was a strong expression of Galwegian identity in the face of a 

powerful centralising agenda - where and how did they rule? 

Research and engagement projects on this theme could focus on historic environment elements 

and areas such as:  

 Place names of different linguistic origin, with analysis of their character (topographic, 

habitative, etc) to better understand how speakers related to the landscape. 

 Investigation of Castle Fergus to identify any traces of lordship-period occupation and 

enhance appreciation of how this unique historical identity contributes to the GGLP. 
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 Place names and stories – gathering stories about why places gained their names, 

including curious places such as the Devil’s Thrashing Floor in Kirkcudbright Bay. 

8.56. The distinctive identity of the Belted Galloway cattle should be given a greater presence in the 

landscape. While Belted Galloways (also known as ‘Belties’) are farmed in the study area, they 

are a hardy breed, and are grazed up in the hills, particularly in summer. There are only two 

listed breeders of Belted Galloways 

in the study area, near 

Balmaclelland and Tongland13. 

Herds or individuals in mixed herds 

on lower ground should be 

encouraged, as they are popular 

with visitors and distinctive to 

Galloway. During fieldwork, only 

two animals were seen, visited 

after research with local farmers, 

grazing by the Tongland golf 

course.  

Belted Galloway cattle near Tongland. 

 Galloway Cattle – lowland herds or multiple individuals should be grazed in prominent 

locations. 

 The history of the cattle and its association with Kirkcudbright, Mochrum and the Ken 

valley is an inspiring subject for interpretation. 

Theme 3:  Landscapes of power and resistance  

8.57. The historic environment indicates both geographical centres of power and waves of strong 

resistance that swept through the landscape at certain times. 

 The landscape centred on Carsphairn was significant to early prehistoric communities, who 

marked it with a long cairn and later monuments; how did this relate to the local 

topography and hydrology?     

 The area around Threave, Carlingwark and Glenlochar was a focus for votive practices, 

political power and early monasticism, ranging from the 3rd century BC to the 10th 

century AD.  

 Covenanters & Jacobites, Levellers & Improvers - are these narratives of simple 

polarisation, or are there local nuances to their stories and agendas?   

                                                                 
13

 Belted Galloway Society Breeders map (http://www.beltedgalloways.co.uk/breeders/breeders-map/   
accessed June 2017) 

http://www.beltedgalloways.co.uk/breeders/breeders-map/
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Research and engagement projects on this theme could focus on historic environment elements 

and areas such as:  

 Fieldwork around Carsphairn to better understand the prehistoric landscape. 

 Working with academic and museum-based researchers to investigate find spots and sites 

of contemporary settlement around Carlingwark and Glenlochar and to virtually re-place 

votive deposits in locally-embedded narratives. 

 Historical research into local events and key sites of the 17th and 18th century political and 

religious movements. This could include mapping of hedgerows where Levellers removed 

dykes in protest at land enclosure. 

Theme 4:  Making a living on land and sea 

8.58. Evidence for how communities made their living comes from a range of sources, contexts and 

time periods that could be woven into a long-term, wide-ranging tapestry of subsistence and its 

impact on the landscape. 

 Early prehistoric stone tool scatters - breadcrumb trails of communities on the move?  

 Later prehistoric farming settlements on the hills were overworking the soils in colder, 

wetter conditions as the peat cover that still prevails began to form.  

 Monastic granges, hunting forests and the rural settlements of the peasantry:  how did all 

of these interact? 

 Sea-borne trade and smuggling brought riches and danger, and had its own built and 

natural infrastructure in the harbour and indented coast. 

Research and engagement projects on this theme could focus on historic environment elements 

and areas such as:  

 Working with academic researchers to map in more detail the evidence for environmental 

change preserved in upland blanket peat. 

 Walking the interpreted routes of early prehistoric communities from coast to uplands to 

consider the resources and topography they may have encountered. 

 Mapping rural settlements in the upper valley. 

 Mapping heritage features within forests (easiest when areas are felled), and engagement 

with Forestry Commission Scotland to influence replanting proposals in sensitive areas. 

Theme 5:  Harnessing the elements 
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8.59. For several hundred years, people in the Galloway Glens have been harnessing the power of the 

elements that abound in the area.  How have these practices impacted the landscape in the 

past, and how are they impacting it now? 

 Earth and fire:  Mining lead, quarrying slate and working iron in the Galloway Glens. 

 Water:  The architecture of corn mills, textile mills and hydro schemes, as well as water 

management features needed to prevent flooding. 

 Air:  21st-century wind farms and pressures for change. 

Theme 6:  A structured landscape 

8.60. The pattern of the landscape is dependent on topography, watercourses, field boundaries and 

woodlands.  Human responses to the landscape through time have determined the placement 

of settlements and enclosures, resulting in the landscape structure today, and will continue to 

influence the landscape. This could be woven into projects that promote understanding and 

stewardship of the landscape.  

 How did people first use the landscape? – mapping early sites around Kirkcudbright and 

Carsphairn. 

 How did people navigate through the glens? – landmarks of past a present, cairns, drove 

roads, resting places and the significance of clumps of trees on drumlin tops. Sea-borne 

transport and navigating the Kirkcudbright Bay mudflats, a history of shipwrecks and the 

Stevenson lighthouse, place names in the bay and landmarks for mariners. 

 How was the landscape carved up during enclosures? How were fields laid out, and where 

did the Levellers respond? How do field boundaries respond to drumlins in different places 

– why over or round? 

 Variations in locally sourced stone are reflected in older vernacular building styles and 

walling techniques. Working with local architects and wallers to identify how responses to 

local materials differ, and active projects to trial different walling techniques in different 

areas to maintain and promote local distinctiveness. 

 Working with local people to raise awareness of ash dieback disease, and have local 

lookouts for signs of the disease, and signs of resistance to the disease. 

 Engaging with local communities and schools to adopt local woodlands and hedgerows 

and promote management and replanting to ensure/improve biodiversity value through 

species and age mix. Local enterprises could be involved in woodland management, 

including heritage techniques such as coppicing. 
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 Working with local or academic botanists to survey the botany of dykes and urban floras, 

and to raise awareness of the value of ancient woodland.  

Findings of the Community Engagement Programme 

8.61. The programme of community engagement was delivered through a series of introductory Sites 

& Sights workshops at Kirkcudbright, Castle Douglas, St John's Town of Dalry and Carsphairn, 

followed by a series of Sites & Sights walks to encourage conversation on the landscape and 

landscape issues.  Three key recommendations have been formulated based on the findings 

from the events. 

1) The strong interest in industrial heritage that was expressed by many participants could be 

developed in terms of the context of time and how that changes our perceptions and 

relationship with the landscape. For example, the fondness for the hydro-electric dams today 

was possibly very different in the 1930s when they were installed.  There is limited time 

remaining to explore this (in terms of the availability of first-hand experience) and therefore this 

is something that ought to be recorded.  Industrial heritage importance is also related to the 

opportunity it provides to address the changes in perceptions/attitudes to industrial landscapes 

that, in the wider sense, can provide an opportunity to recognise the context of time in terms of 

landscapes present and future.  A project exploring ‘Infraculture’ - the idea of an alternative 

infrastructure based on (industrial) culture - is recommended. 

2) There is a need for further engagement in the larger urban communities to demonstrate the 

relevance of the GGLP.  This could take the form of an extended conversation over the life time 

of GGLP - why is this site, place, issue relevant to me?  As such, the opportunity to use art and 

interpretation to raise awareness in surprising, provocative, poignant, challenging ways should 

be explored with relevant stakeholders.  Events and / interventions which bring the GGLP into 

these more urban contexts could be very useful and form an initial awareness raising / audience 

development project at the start of the programme.  This could be balanced with the schools 

engagement work which encouraged young people to visit (with the help of their parents and 

guardians) other parts of the GGLP landscape.  There could be classroom based activities, 

supported by outdoor learning / play opportunities in green space / peri-urban contexts, and a 

challenge or reward based approach which encourages people to visit key sites throughout the 

GGLP area.     

3) The area is perhaps more generally associated with agriculture and forestry than the sense of an 

industrial valley, but these rural land uses are also under threat politically, economically, and 

therefore also socially.  It became apparent from the engagement that there was an important 

story to be told, and better understood, about changes in approach to management of land use 

in the 1970’s and 1980’s and the impact this has had on local communities (e.g. reductions in 

numbers of Shepherds and impact on school rolls). The social aspects of rural land use change is 

recognised by this report as being a ‘gap’ in the discourse for the area.  Opportunities should be 

explored to work with key stakeholders at the landscape scale e.g. the Galloway and South 
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Ayrshire Biosphere Reserve, SRUC and the Crighton Centre, amongst others, to explore how 

more integrated awareness and solutions can be had going forwards.  A combination of 

academic research, reminiscences / oral history recording and sharing of these personal stories 

could be important elements in this respect.  Involving youth groups / schools in this form of 

research could provide the basis for an interesting inter-generational project. 

 


