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4th Meeting of the Landscape, Wildlife & Land Management Working Group 

14 December 2016 10:00hrs, Castle Douglas Town Hall  

Minutes 

Attendees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Welcome & Apologies 

1.1 McNabb welcomed all to the meeting. Emily Taylor was the group’s designated chairman, therefore 

also sitting on the partnership board, but for simplicity it was agreed that McNabb would act as chair 

of this meeting.  

 

2. Minutes from last meeting 

2.1 The minutes from the 3rd meeting of the group, in September 2016, have been published on the 

scheme website, as would minutes of this meeting in due course. No queries were raised. 

 

3. October 2016 Board Meeting 

3.1 McNabb gave an update on the discussions at the October Board meeting. Board meeting minutes 

would be published on the Scheme website once approved at the next meeting, but in summary: 

 88 project ideas received 

 Approximately 50 were asked to proceed into development 

 Very few projects were simply advised that they would not be developed, usually seeking to 

harness the enthusiasm and the project idea to blend with others under consideration 

 Board members very thankful for the time put in by working group members in considering the 

projects, it had been very helpful 

Adrian Pringle DGC - Landscape Architect 

Andrew Jarrott Forestry Commission Scotland 

Chris Rollie  RSPB 

Emily Taylor Crichton Carbon Centre (Chair) 

Jackie Graham Galloway Fisheries Trust 

Karen Morley DGC – Countryside Development Officer 

McNabb Laurie Galloway Glens Development Officer 

Oscar Yerburgh Landowner 

Peter Norman DGC - Biodiversity Officer 
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3.2 All 88 project ideas had received a letter in response. Those to be developed had completed an 

application form by 02 December 2016 and were now being compiled for consideration by the Board 

in January  

 

4. Commissioned Studies – Update 

4.1 Karen gave an overview of the studies commissioned and progress to date, summarised as:  

Study Undertaken by Update 

Landscape Character 
Assessment & Historic 
Environment Audit 

Northlight 
Heritage 

Commissioned November 2016. Work getting underway in 
earnest January 2016, including public engagement.  
Estimated completion Easter 2017.  

Natural Flood 
Management Feasibility 
Study 

Natural Power Work well underway to identify areas of the valley that could 
support a natural flood management project.  
Estimated Completion Easter 2017 

Arctic Charr 
Reintroduction & 
Migratory Fish feasibility 
study 

Galloway 
Fisheries Trust 
with University 
of Belfast 

Arctic Charr underway, initial meetings held.  
Migratory Fish feasibility study is under review due to the 
limitations in place.  

Loch Ken Fishery Study Galloway 
Fisheries Trust  

Work well underway, public events held. Estimated 
completion: Summer 2017, although initial findings expected 
March 2017. 

Education Programme 
Development 

Mary Smith  Assessing the ‘Education’ projects currently received and the 
gaps in what is being considered to provide a coherent 
programme for the delivery phase.  

Access Audit  D&G Council  Public meeting held. Mapping & landowner identification 
being undertaken. 
(Note: Incorporates Loch Ken long distance walking routes) 

Interpretation Study TBC TBC 

Promotion & Branding 
Feasibility Study 

Coigach 
Consulting  

A short brief, exploring branding opportunities for 
1)Galloway Glens 2)Glenkens 3)Lower Dee, 4)Loch Ken and 
5)The Galloway Glens as part of the Biosphere. Estimated 
completion January 2017. 

Heritage Skills, Training & 
Economic Opportunities 
Audit 

North of 
England Civic 
Trust 

Draft report received.  

 

A number of comments were raised by members, including: 

 The Landscape Character Assessment should make use of DAMP assets – maps etc. 

 Newton Stewart Museum has 7000 slides of Historic Galloway, could be of use for the LCA? 

 Arctic Charr – there needs to be clear understanding of why the population failed initially. 
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 Arctic Charr – members suggested the project consider the recent efforts to reintroduce Trout to 

the Fleet for information. 

 Loch Ken Fishery Study – If fish populations are doing well then the focus of activity may be more 

on improving access to the loch to increase the angler opportunities.  

 The Promotion and Branding feasibility study should acknowledge ‘landscape’ in line with the 

overall Landscape Partnership 

 RSPB offered the kite trail visitor statistics which could support the Stage 2 bid. This offer was 

gratefully received. 

 Members were thanked for their input into the heritage skills study. 

 Heritage Skills: Demand is key – it is imperative that people are not trained or encouraged into roles 

that are not sustainable.  

 

5. EoI Projects Under Development 

Reviewing the projects under consideration and the suggested groupings, members raised a number 

of points including: 

a. Accessing the Galloway Glens 

 It was queried whether the Castle Douglas Bird Hide, recently vandalised, could be considered as 

part of the Castle Douglas footpaths project. This was not included in the current project and land 

ownership and access arrangements would need to be clarified/formalised but would be explored 

outside the meeting with RSPB who have recently been approached by an interested group. 

 Regarding the canoeing projects, members suggested the project align with the recent work to 

create canoe access points across the Lake District 

b. Wildlife & Landscape of the Galloway Glens 

 The volunteer element to the proposed black water of dee project was noted.  

 Discussion took place about SPEN plans for the new pylon route through the area, the implications 

this could have on projects under consideration, both potentially negative and positive (i.e. access 

tracks). It was noted that Scheme staff were meeting SPEN in the New Year. 

 It was suggested that this category be better named “Wildlife & Habitats of the Galloway Glens” 

d. Education in the Galloway Glens 

 Members suggested that the heritage skills work should be closely aligned with the education 

programme, and there should be a focus on traditional skills and crafts. 
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 Members reiterated the point made at the other working group meetings that the education 

programme should not focus solely on school age children.  

 

6. Project Omissions 

6.1 Members noted the list of perceived project omissions at present. It was suggested that Peter Ross, 

from the Outdoor Access Forum, could provide useful insight into the forestry project. 

6.2 For the volunteer surveying skills, members stressed that it was important to have a clear outcome 

for participants, who wanted to be reassured that the work they were doing was useful. Therefore 

this element might be better aligned with another project under consideration – e.g. Black Water of 

Dee project.  

 

7. Galloway Glens Overview 

7.1 Members noted the overall budgetary considerations of the Galloway Glens Scheme.  

 

8 AOB 

8.1 McNabb thanked members for their input, which would be very useful in the run up to the Board 

meeting in January 2017. 

8.2 Emily drew the meeting to a close at 12:30, stressing that if members wanted to feed anything 

directly back to the partnership board then they should let her know.  

 


